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RALP HARDELOT'S

BY WILLIAM MINTO.
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CHAPTER V—CONTINUED. you are to be 80 punctual,’’ he eried,
Deleantur ex viventioum. Just asthe | ''we may as well make the bill a little
merchant pronounced these words his| larger. 1 saw your men busy behind
henchman Lawrence galloped up from |the eart.  See what there is in the
belind the wagon, his right arm point- [ locker, my good Nicholas, he called
ing ahead, They bad toiled ap  from | 0 the man who rode next o him, and
the valley and were now on the high|#eemed to be second in command,
ground opposite Carford Green,  The | 'Our knaves are not yet overburdened,
spire of Haverhill Chiurelh was visible We l'!l"lihl hate to deal scurvily with
ahead of them in the distance. They | 80 brisk a merchant.
propoend to rest and eat at Haverhill, At this Ralph Hardelot lost patience,
and the merchant at first supposed that | “Sir Richard Rainham,'" he burst out,
Law ronca's gertures were meant as o | addressing the knight by his name,
hamorour expression of delight at the | "'do yon think it beseems your knight-
NeArnosy uf Hll! t'lli| ‘." ”I!Il Elage "f thu] to ]lllly tl]a common thief ||||||
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their journey.

“Yes, I know,"" he avid, **We ean
pee Haverhill from here.  Two miles
mare snd we are at rest in our inn."’

Lawrence waved his arm impatient-
ly. “‘See! Look! There!" he eried.
““‘Behind that hedge!"" He pointed to a
hedge at right angles to the road some
little distance in front.

The travellers looked, and saw some
glittoring  spear-points  and  helmaots
bobbing above the hedge evidently sur-
mounting a troop of horsemen riding
towards the road.

CHAPTER VI.
The wagoners had seen Lawrence's
gesture and the cause of it, and were
making haste to drag some weapons

from a secret repository under the
wagon, The apprentices rode up to
help. The wagoners had  pulled  out

two crossbows, and the apprentices had
possessed  themselves of two simple
looking maces, when the mounted men
wwept ronnd the corner onto the road,
about a hundred yards in front of them,
showing their full strength,  There was
# knight armed cap-a-pie, and about a

dozen men at arms in mixed armor of | time, “*Take him, but do not hurt

plate und mail,

[ robber? Is this how you fulfill your
{duty to your lord the king? Plunder-
| ing where you are vowed to give protec-
|tiun. and trying to cover your shame
with ribnld buffoonery?

plied the unabashed lawbreaker, *'1
marvelled that you forebore so long to
[ give us u taste of your rhetoric,”’

| "My rhetorie eannot hope to pierce
| your shame-proof hide. But yon will
| answer some day to a heavier indict-
| ment."

“In the meantime, since the spirit of
prophesy is on you, you had better fore-
cakt what is to happen to yoursell,
You have put off your gown since yes-
terday—""

“What do you
gown?"'

““Ah, my young Jeremiah," laughed
the knight, “*we are not so remiss about
our duties as you are pleased to imag-
ine. We have heard of your doings,
though it is but yesterday. The king
shall not find us wanting in vigilanes

know about my

| stoggl in the center of the mere, to tl
| south of Carford Green, on a patch of |

|
““Ha! Bir Priest, are you there?'' re- |

After a few minutes’ conference, Law-
rence and one of the apprentices rode
back towards Yeldam, while Eimon
and the others, rebinding their looted
packages as well as  they comd, moved
forward to Haverhill,

Ralph Hardelot was not safficiently
imbued with the meek epirit which
Wycliffe recommended for his poor
priests, and he submitted to his fate in
haughty silenee, knowing that any
offorts he could make to free himself
would only be n cause of mirth for his
eaptors,

That puch a seene g that just de-
seribed should have ever been poseible
in Merrie England; that a knight who
had distinguished himsell in the wars
and held lands by royal giftasa reward
for prowess, shonld ever have conde-
scended or dared to play the common
highway robber within 60 miles of the
capital appears very strange now, but
the chronicles of the time are full of
such ontrages,
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COFFEE AND TEA A BPEOIALTY,
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The traveler wha should look now
for Rir Richard Rainham's castle ini
the valley of the Btour would lose hin
labor. It has completely disappeared ;
not a trace of it is now visible, It

o

firm ground ; but the mere has gradu- |

ally encroached since it became a ruin,
and swallowed up even the foundations, |
Yet it was a strong place in its time, |
and Ralph marked its strength ns he
was carried in, and entered with the
calmness of a man who knows his fate
and leaves all hope behind him. |
**We have brought the priest salely," |
paid Nicholas, entering the hall and re- |
spectfully saluting his master,
“8afely!"" echoed the knight, whe
was not yet in the best of tempers.
“‘Safely! One would think the starve-
ling clerk were a devil in disgoise, a
Bacon, or a Bungay. How could it be |
otherwise than rafely, you freckled pol-
troon? You did not leave him a chance
to escape!"’
“Well, he is here,"*
olas, in a surly tone,
*“Bones of St. Peter,'” exclaimed the

replied Nich-

towards troublers of the realm. You
must come with me.""  He made a sig- |
||m| to his men, saying at the same
the
Purposes

tender youth. I have other

“‘fleristance is nseless, if they mean | for him."' |

robbery!"" eried Simon to his men,

“Put the weapons away. You will
only give them an excuse for picking a
quarrel.”’

“Nevertheless,"" said Ralph, *'it is
pafor to have vome means of defence if
one in put to it and with your leave |
will borrow one of those maces."’

Ralph glanced into the cart as he
wok the mace from the aporentice,
who was obediently restoring it to its
place, and saw a large heap of them in
the locker underneath. They were of
simple make—a ball of lead some seven
or eight pounds in  weight, with an
ashen shaft about two feet long. "'One
could deal a fair blow with this, if
mocossary,’’ he thought to himsell as
he delt the weight of the weapon and
disposad of it under his cloak,

| The men made & move to capture
| Ralph, but an the nearest converged
upon him they thrust their horses in
ench other's way, and gave him s mo-
ment's free play.  Of this he took ad.
viantage with groat alertness. Seizing
the muce that he had hidden under his
clonk, he shook his right arm free, and
urging his pony forward, struck full at
Sir Richard's helmet. The knight was
too much taken by surprise to be able
to parry the blow, and as he sat loose-
ly in his saddle, never expecting any
shock of the kind, it brought him clat-
tering to the ground. It was perhaps
as well for Ralph that  his pony, hurt-
ling against the heavy horse of the
knight, lost his footing, and fell with
Ralph under him; if the youth had
been froe to offer further resistance,

There being no time for remonstrance,
the merchant could only smile at fhis
contempt of his orders,  '*Harry Hurst
was right in saying you had  mistaken
your trade,"" he muttered ; and directod
the wagoner to draw to one side, and
leave the party of horsemen full room
Lo pars.

They came alongside at an easy vace,
without any sign of hostility.

“‘Give you good day, muster,’'
the knight. \

Ralph at once recognized the voice of
is old enewy, Bir Richard Rainham

As the knight stopped to speak, some
of his mon passed on and  balted be-
yond the wagon, ontflanking the merch-
ant and his vompany on both sides,

“lound for Stourbridge Fair?'' the
knight continued, when this mansuver
had been vompleted,  **Methinks your
load is too hesvy, Your poor horses
are steaming like furnaces. It were a
charity to the poor brutes to reliove
thom of part of their burden,  Our
English hills are too steep for such
loads."'

“Thgks for your kind consideration,
Bir Khight," returned the merchant,
“Wo can make shift to drag along.
Pray do not burden yoursell on our ae-
eount,'’

eried

“Nay, nay,'" langhed the knight; *'1]

econld not permit it.  Think of the
horsos. | warrant there is somo  good
broadeloth in those bales.  Here, you
knaves!'" he shuted to the apprentices;
“digmount and show us your wares.'’

The apprentices looked doubtful, but
Bimon signed to them to comply  with
the knight's good humor, which seemed
from the broad grins of his retinve W
be much appreciated by them.

The approntices began to  fumble
with the knots on one of the packages.
The knight called to some of his men,

“‘Come, holp, ysu lazy rascals!  Why
do you stand gaping there? lay to
your hand and your knives, and help
the honest lads,"

“They are not »o neat handed as your
trained a!bpmnlh’m." the knight re-
marked; “‘but thoy work with a will,
and you wmust grant they do their
work with expedition,

“Come, you rogues,'' the knight
ghouted at last, “you have enough to
keop you warm next winter!  And now,
Muster Merchant, name your own price
and call for it the next time you pass.
1 will uphold you against all penaltios
for overstalling the market, and your
horses will travel to the fair more
ousily.""

The merchant made no answer to
this raillery. He had watched the
proceeding with impassive composure,
and onve or twice had checked the more
impetuous Ralph, and ecounselled him
to silence. He only said, “You are
goutent to let us pass?’

The kuight made an exaggernted gos-
ture of wogquioscence. ‘Do not forget
to call for the price pext time you
pass,"" he sald.

“[ never forget my engagements,'
said the wmerchant.

There was wore meaning in the tone
than the knight altogether liked, *'If

the men wounld probably not have re-
| spected their leader’s injunction to take
[ him alive,  As it was, his hands  were
| wecured before he could disentangle hime-
welf,

The blow administered to the knight

was not a light one.  The modern
| roader is apt to be  ineredulous of the
stories told abont medineval knights

| and their power to endure, unharmed,
1luln\o\'u that would smash the skull of
the sturdiost ox of our own times,  But
two circnmstances may be mentioned in
mitigation of modern incredulity : first,
they were accustomed to rough  usage;
socond, and chielly, their helmets were
| paclded,

Sir Richard Rainhim did lie stunned
for n minute or two. But by the time
hjs myrmidgons had bouud his assailant
securely hand and foot with cords
taken from the merchant's packages,
he was on his legs again, apparently
| little the worse for his overthrow,

Only his temper seemed to have been
gpoiled.  He was no longer jocular in
his manner of address. “‘Curse the
hellact priest!'’ he sald, inasurly tone,
“You would have paid for it if he had
#lipped  through your hands. Make
him safe and bring him along.'' Then
he muttered to himself, *This is the
second time; we shall ory quits bolore
long,"" and rode off by himsell in surly
solitade.

The myrmidons made their privoner
sife and portable by binding him on
one of the four horses of the wagon,
which they seized for the purpose. The
freckled glant Nicholas, a coarser vopy
of his master, of whose humor he was a
bold imitator, superintended this oper-
ation, The prisoner's logs were tied not
too gently under the horse's belly, and
his body also was bound frmly down.
As they moved off, Nicholas flung back
u jost at the despoiled merchant. **You
may come 1o us for the horse,"" he said,
“when you come for the price. We
must keop our chaplain. We cannot
part with him so lightly, We wanta
chaplain,”

Simon d'Ypres made no audible an-
swer to this and other rough remarks
with which he was taunted by his
spoilers,  He had watehed the wreck-
uge of his goods with gquiet composure,
as o traveler might stand looking out
on a storm and waiting for it to  pass,
Only once had he shown some concern,
and that was when a package some 18
inchos square by a foot in depth was
drawn from the locker under the cart,
“You muy as well leave that, my
friend,'" he had said; it is of no value
for you.'""  Bul he saw at once that i
was vain to remonstrate, and that his
words served only to give the grinning
robber & higher opinion of the value of
Lis prise.

He said not another word till the
baud was out of sight. Then he turned
to his  henchman Lawrence, and said
in a molancholy tone: *“*This will
teach our young preacher the folly of
seeking to convert such wolves with
fair words, Now we must try to show
him what the people van do  for them-

| world, if you can cure them of petty

knight, “where else should he he?'*

“On the road to Haverhill,*' thought
Nicholas, **for all that you did to stop
hin.”"  Baot he did not dare to give ut-
terance to this thonght., He only
wtared stolidly at his master,

“Why do you stand staring there?"'
shouted the knight.  “Bring him in.”

(To be continued)

Farm Implement Trade of Dallas.

The city of Dallas, Tex., is said to
be the lurgest depot of farm [implement
supplies in the world. Every big
wholesale house in the United States
which engages in the business of manu-
facturing tools for the farmer has ity
branch at Dallas. There [are 25 nine
story buildings devoted to this trade.
Dallas Lies in the very heart of the
choleest farming region of Texas., It
i# the trading point of the great black
lund belt of the northern and eentral
counties, which contain  two-thirds of
the people and three-fourths of the
wealth of the state,

Filipinos Make Good Servants.
Anarmy officer who recontly retarned
from our Pacific  possessions  says:
“The Filipinos, whatever may be their
funlts, make the best servants in the

thievery. Overcome that, and yon
hauve an ideal servant, At home here
we are confronted everlustingly by the
gervant girl proposition.  Bring the
Filipino men here and the servant girl
will be a dead issue,  The men are
smnll, nctive and not afraid of work.
They could be trained to do general
housework, just as the Chiness do out
on the Pacific const, "

Heavy Smowstorms in Europe,
There have been heavy enow storma
throughout Furope. The winter has
been especially severe in  Northern
Afriea. Recently, in Southern France,
u large landowner was overtaken in a
smowstorm while attempting to ride
only five miles. His horse came home,
but the man was frozen to death. In
Algeria trains have been greatly delay-
od, One from Algers to Laghonat was

held np in the snow for six days,

Get a Tallor's Goose.

The point to remember when one
wishes to dress well on u small income
is that frequent pressings anid spongings
ure the secret of well kept clothes. An
ordinary flatiron may be used, but it is
nowhere near so eflicacious as a tailor's
goose. The goose is not expensive, and
with it a coat, skirt or suit can be so
well pressed as to seem like new, It in"
therefore a very desiruble article of furs
niture,

France Carrying » Heavy Load,

With a national debt of #4,000,000,.
000 and a population practically at a
standstill, with a costly standing army
and an expensive navy, France is stag-
gering under a heavy load. Perhapa
her shoulders are strong enough and
broad enongh to bear it, but the cash
may come some day despite French
confidence in the stability and financial
resources of the repubile.—Baltimore
Sun.

Christians tn India.
Christians in India are inoreasing 1n
numbers rapidly, according to the res
cont census returns in South  India,
where the Christiaus now number over
1,000,000, The iocrease during the
decade was 18 per cent, as compared
with 7 por cent for the population, 6
per cens for the Hindoos, and § pes

cent for the Mohammedans,

Milionaire Beautifies a Towm

Fairhaven, Mass., is proud of Henry
H. Rogers, the oll mugnate, who was
born thero and has spent millions of
dollurs and much of his time in improv-
ing and decoruting the town as he
might beautily Lis own home. Ha
bas already given o the town o Mbrary,
waterworks, u Jdrainage system, towm

solves under wise guidance "

hall, schools and & chureh,

Altany, Oregon.
WELL, 1 DON'T KNOW
M. Tohnson, you don't know
WHAT'S GOOD
If you have never tried
WHEAT FLAKES.

ACME

We are headquarters for Ralson Health
Club Foods. Grano, Rolled Oats,
Health Process Whole Wheat Flour.

ACME MILLS COMPANY.
20-22 N. Front St.
PORTLAND, OR.

T. 5. TOWNSEND CREAMERY CO.

obbers aud wanufacturers of

Phone 407.
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Fancy Creamery Butter
Full Cream Cheese.
We Prepare a Cream that will carry

to Chicago in a Sweet Condition.
Give Us a Trial Order,

44 SECOND STREET,
“Phone Grant 1421 Portland, Oregon,

(Established 18832.)

F. B. DALLAM & GO,

Wholesale Dealers In

Wooden and Willow Ware

Brooms, Brushes, Twines, Papar,
Paper Bags, Tinware, Grag-
itewars, Eto.

RIS

Write for Catalogwe.
MAIL ORDERS FILLED PROMPTLY

THE ASTORIA OAFE.
JOHNSON & PARSON, Props,
Wines, Liquors and Cigam. Kopp's Pal
Beer Always on Draught.

"L";‘.‘.'a‘o.‘:‘a:a.”"...a Alder.. Portland, Ore.

Multnomah Market

THEO. A. GODEL.

—Dealer fn—

Fine Meats and Sausages, also Fish,
Poultrv, Oystors and Gam,
512 Washington Street.

Oregon Phone Main 633,  Columbls Phone 633

BRANCH MANKET 2095 North 16h 8t Colum-
bis Phone 160,  Oregon Fhone Cluy 578

Smoke the SCHILLER aod STATE
SEAL Cigars.

Schiller Cigar Factory

Manufacturer, Wholesals and
" Rotall Dealer in

MAVANA AND DOMESTIG CIBARS

Telephone No. 1651 Black.

Washington Btreet,
R‘W. m.’i' , PORTLAND, OR

Hatters
and
Furnishers

Soke Agests lr KNOX HATS
BUFFUM & PENDLETON

94 Third Street.

Loewenherg & Going Gompany

MANUFACTURERS OF AND DEALERS IN

Stove Ranges,
Hollowware and
Household...

Specialties...

Handled by All Firste
Class Dealers...

NAASAS S~

Royal Steel Ranges Are
the Best and Cheapest
in the Market.

PORTLAND, OREGON

220 to 2385 Taylor Streat

188 to 1864 Second Street

Our Bpecialty—

First-Class
. Work.

A Trial Will Convimes.

Oregen Telehone Grant BN
Columbia 88A

All Orders Promptly Executed. Portland, Oregon.

Zimmerman - Wells Machinery Co.
Incorporated.

Marine, Mining, Saw Mill, Logging, Wood Working, Hoisting and Trane-

mission Machinery. Engineens' and Loggen’ Supplies. Agents A. Leachen

& Sons Rope Co., Celebrated Hercules Wire Rope, R. N, Nanson & Co’s Lo

bricating Oils and Compounds.
41-43 SECOND STREET. PORTLAND, OREGON

i E. BLAKK. J. B. BLAKE
Oregon Phone Clay 270,

- BLAKE BROS.

Who'esale and Rotall
lers in

STIPLE AND FANCY GROGERIS

L. M. PARRISM,
Notary Fublle.

G. K WATKINS

PARRISH, WATKINS & C0.
REAL ESTATE

Insurance,
House and Loan

Agents.
250 Alder St

FRANK E WATKIN
Notary

Fine Teas Coffoes, Provisions, Frults, Nuts,
Cigars and Tobaceos. (rde & taken for Woad
and Coal. Goods delivered to any part of the
sity. W4 First Street, Pordand, Oregon

Kdamant...

IF YOU ARE GOING TO
BUILD OR REPAIR

Portiand, Gregea

“THE PERFECTION
OF WALL PLASTER"

Investigate

THE ADAMANT CO.,,
Office and Factory, Foot of 14th 8t., Portland, Ore.

Phone North 2001,

The QUEEN MATTING

_ IS A PERFECT FOOT CLEANER,
T. C. ROGERS, City Sale Agent.

'PHONE OLAY B49.

PORTLAND, ORE.

205 Second Street. PORTLAND, OREGON
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