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TALKING BY SIGNS.

JNIVERSAL LANGUAGE IS ONE
OF MOTIONS.

Comfucing, Rameses and Sitting Baill
Might Carry on & Conversation-
Though Not Bpeaking Bame Tongnue,

| Imdians Can Understand Kach Other,

There is an old story of the man who
‘Was too bashful to talk in company and
#ho received from a friend the rude
advice, “If you can't talk, make signs,”
There was more, to this remark than
might at first appear. It polnts back
10 the Infancy of human Intelligence,
The language of signs ls as old as the
hills, or at least as old as humanity;
it is old as any form of anlmal life
whereln thought or uuotlon bhas re
qQuired expression.

The American Indians are the great
est plgn tulkers now left in the world;
or, perhaps wore properly, It might be

that they were such until the ad-
vance of white clvilization changed
many of the requirements of thelr lives
and thus altered many of thelr cus
toms, this among them. The average
white man pever learned the slgn lan.
guage of the Indlans, perhaps having
eontempt for It, perhaps Ignorant that
such a thing existed. It was only the
balf savage trapper or hunter, the voy-
ageur or plalnsman whose life  was
spent amoug the tribes and who thus
perforce must learn some muanner of
speech, who came to understand fully
and practice habltually the slgn lan-
guage. Not all whlle men can l«arn

or hill, and which In turn he might sce
answered from a different direction. It
was the signal talk of the Indians,
across miles of intervening ground, a
slgnal used In rallylng the warriors for
an attack or warning them for a re-
treat when that seemed advisabie. The
Indlan had a way of sending up the
smoke ln rings or puffs, knowing that
such a smoke column would at once be
noticed and understood as a signal and
not taken for the smoke of some camp-
fire. He hgle the rings by covering his
little fire with his blanket for a mo-
ment, then suddenly removing the blnn-
ket and allowing the smoke tu ascend,
when he Instantly covered up the fire
agaln. The columns of ascending
smoke rings sald to every Indian with-
In a clrele of perhaps twenty or thirty
miles, “Look out, There Is an enemy
near.” Three smokes bullt close to-
gether meant “Danger.” One smoke
merely sald “Attentlon.” Two smokes
meant “Camp at this place.” Travel
the plains and the uvsefulness of this
long distance telephone will quickly
become apparent,

Bometimes at nlght the settler or
traveler saw fiery llpea crossing the
sky, shooting up and falllng, perhaps
tnking a direction diagonal to the line
of vislon, He might guess that these
were the signals of the Indlans, but
unless he were an old-timer he might
not be able to Interpret the signals, The
old-timer and the sguaw man knew
that one fire arrow (An arrow prepared
by treating the head of the shaft with
gunpowder and fine bark) meant the
same as one column of smoke puffs—
vie.: “An enemy Is near.” Two fire
arrows meant “"Dapger.” Three arrows
sald Imperatively, “This dunger Is
great.” Several arrows sald, “The ene-

hooked horns of the buffalo, anu you
knew what he meant. If he thrust
both arms abovk his head, spread out,
aud with the Aogers spread out, you
saw the braoching antlers of the elk
unmistakably. The wolf sign, the firs!
two fingers of each haud held close to

UPON A CATARACT'S BRINK.

Thrilling Experience of a Voyagerem
the Uttawa River,

The horrible experiences of one whe
has been swept away by sowme merch
less current and finds himself at last
at the brink of a cataract may possibly

gether and upright at each side of the
head, Indieated the erect ears of thal
animal plainly.
plain enough If you are a hunter, was
the sign for the mountaln bighorn
sheep—the two hands, otne at each side
of the head, describing the outward
and forward curve of the horns. The
finger and thumb slightly approached
and held at the slde of the head indi-
ciuted less obviously the pronghorn of
the antelope. The sign for suake was
simple, and any one would understand
It—the extended forefinger thrust out
before the body In a waving line, like
the course of the snnke In traveling.
Not quite so obvlous s the sign for “lie,
lHar, he lles." Here we get back to the
anclent symbol of the serpent, which
seems to be the synonym for dupllelty
among all peoples and for all times,
The lar sign I8 made everywhere by
the forked flogers thrust out In front
of the mouth. or across the body—""He
speaks with a forked tongue.” This Is
anclent Iondlan rhetorlie for you, but it
Is correct. The sign for “truth, It Is
true,” would obviously be the single
finger used in a simllar manoner—"He
spenks with a single tongue.”

Yet others of the slmpler slgns are
ensy of comprehension by the man who
Is capable of casting off his customary
habits of thought and trying to be a
child again. Thus, we say a man Is In
doubt, he wavers mentally, he |Is
shaken In his mind, he hesitates, When
the Indian sees something strange to

the ll[ﬂ lnumum- thuugn some phk ll
map readily, just as cortaln persons learn
forelgn luugunges more readlly thap
others. The sign talk was ln all cases
Dest used by whites who had been
among the tribes from early youth. In
suone cases It was w0 habltual that 1t
was employed, as It often s by the
Indians, s a regular means of dally
gonversition Instead of spoken speech,
To the “tenderfoot” who first went
upon the pliins o the old days there
were sole sligns or marks which were
early accepted as obvious or genernlly
understond. Thus, he saw a sl plle
of rocks upon the edge of some coulee
or ruvine. He did pot know what that
meant ut fiest, nnd the older plainsimen
told him It was the slgn for water. Not
even the plalnsmen could tell who first
Invented that slgu or who was the tirst
to employ It. 1t was “always there”
The beginper on the plains learned
other things, among these the fact that
the plalns were capable of vast dis
tauces, which could be traversed betler
by the eye than by the horse or by the
weary bhuman foot. A mile away he
saw & horsemnn riding o a elrele—a
elrele which would appear the same
when seen from any direction, He did
not kuow what this meant, but when
he was told It sald “Come abead,” he
did pot bother about riding over to the
man be wanted to have come ahead.
He slmply rode his elrcle, Just as had
the lndians from whom the white men
got this plalns sigun. If the man were
on foot and wanted his friends to come
abead be slgnified it by squatting down

cesslon—a slgn which looks pretty
much the same from any direction, You
can see such a slgon a mile or more, and
it s easler to talk that way than to
try to shout over vacaut miles of
prairie,

The Indlans used yet another sign to
say “come ahead" when secrecy was
necessary. This was made by takiug
bold of the lower part of the blanket
or robe which one was wearing and
holding It out from the body, then mo-
tioning with It In toward the legs—a
sign as obvious as the beckouning hand,
and vislble at a greater distance. A
blanket fastened to a long pole and
thrust up into the air meant to a mov-
Ing and scattered party: “Go Inte
eamp here.” Yet other sigoals, as for
“Attention,"” or “Be careful" were
by the rolled or folded blanket,

Bmoke Blgnale.
The traveler upon the plains in the
¥ days soon learued the sigulficance
the spires of smoke which he some-
SAw rising from a distant ridge

my are too many for us,” Two arrows
shot up Into the alr at once meant, “'We
shall attack.” Three at once sald, *We
attack soon” Four arrows at once sald
“We attack now." An arrow shot off in '
a dlagonal direction sald as plainly as a
poluting tnger, *“T'hat way." Thus It
sees that the gotutored savage could
telephone falrly well at night as well
s in the daytime,

In the forests as well as upon the |
plains It was sometimes necessary for
one man to communieate with another
while the two were separated by days
of time or miles of distance. What boy
hns not left a slanting stick to tell his
companion which path he has taken o
the woods? The boy does without In-
struction precisely what the savage
does. When one party of lndians wish-
ed (0 tell another party where It has
gone the lender places a stick, stuck
slantwise In the ground, polnting In the
direction tnken by the departing party,
This Is an Index fonger, saylng plainly,
“I'hat way." But If the newly arriving
party saw a cross stick stuck Into the
enrth at right angles to the Index |t
was kpnown, In the language of the
sigus, that the first party intended to
travel one day, Two cross sticks meant
two days, and so on. These people
could not write a letter to plu upon the
stick, but thelr message was none the
less plain to those who read It

Bign Talk Proper,

Such were some of the long distance
slgnals of the tribes, simple aud easily
understood by all. This Is something
interesting to study, but It bhas properly
no conuection with the slgn language
used as & common vehicle of communi-
cation In conversation, The slgn lan-
guage proper was executed by the
movements, gestures and positions of
the hands and arms, sometimes of oth-
er members of the body. To learn the
simple sigoals of the plains was easy
to any one who cared to do so, but the
mastery of the slgu talk was a matter
far wore complex and difficult and for
some white men the task was too much,
Indeed, It sevws that there were de
grees of proficlency In the sign talk
even awoug the lndlans themselves,

Some of the Indlan signs are simple
and readily understood. When the sign
talker straddled his left hand with the
two split fingers of the right you caught
the idea of *“horse" almost at once
When he held the hands thus and ad-
vanced them with a series of short,
choppy, forward movewents, you saw
that the horse was golog, that it was
galloping. When the talker hooked his
two forefingers and held his bands up
at the sides of bis head you saw the

him, whmw DA e Iw does not kKnow,
nbout which he Is In doubt, he points
to it, then shakes bl loosely extended
flugers In front of bim, “What Is that ¥
I dou't know what that Is," he says,
plalnly, when yon come to think of it.

Now, stop to think what you do with
your hand when you say “No!™ and say
itemphatieally, What does the berolue
do ou the stage when she spurns the
villaln's sult? Haund palm out, swept
sharply down and to the right. It Is
“No" as plain as can be. Upon the
other hand, we all know the Implica-
tlon of the extended hand when It Is
held In front of the body, as when one
shakes hands or s pleased, or says It
Is all right—the gesture of assent or of
concurrence, When the Indlan would
say “Good; It 1s all right,” he throws
out his right band (n front of him, palm
down, the edge of the hand away from
i, When he says “Yes" he snaps his
forefinger dewn upon the hand as he
brings the haund gquickly down In front
of him, It is hard to explain, but when
you see him do It you kpow be means
“I've got you.”

One will pot see so much of the old
slgu talk among the tribes to-day If he
travels among the reservations of the
West, for the Indlan is nothing If not
practical, and be does anythlog In the
caslest possible way., The changes In
his life have rendered It unnecessary
for him to rely much upon the sign lan-
guage. There are halfbreeds and Car-
lisle graduates to Interpret for hlm, and
he likes to stand up before the Great
Father and make a speech in that way,
belug always ap orator, an actor, and
an individual well aware of the full
value of stage efMect and dramatie ae
tion. He does not use the sign lan-
guage because he does not have to use
It Henece It Is now passing away.
Sclentlsts are beglnning to study It, and
are making mipute records regurding
the old speech of the plalns, The Unl-
ted States government and the Smith-
sonlan Institution are doing all they
can to learn the old forms. The few
truppers and bunters of the past who
were once famillar with the sign talk,
and whe still live to tell us about It are
sought out and Interviewed carefully.
Once & common fact, because It arose
from & common necessity, It s now
disappearing to joln the anclent and
soon to be forgotten story of one of the
mout Interestiog and most dramatie re
glons ever known In all the history of
the world.

Some of the nlhapplnl_;ngu on
earth have more money than they kzow
what o do with,

| towurd the falls.

'way of getting to shore,

the poor man

be Imagined, but there are few who

- . | survive to relate to us the particulars of
Not quite so plain, yel I

such an ordeal, Yet there ls one ine

| stance where a man was saved at the
| very edge of the falls,

There are few more Imposing bits of
scenery In Canada than where the Ot-
tawa River pours thundering and foam-
ing over the Chaudiere Falls, When
the water In the river Is low, as It Is
| ln autumn, there Is a full of about forty
feet, but when the river Is swollen by
melting snows o the spring the ap-

| parent depth of the fall Is lessened. At

nny thme the rush and swirl of the

| great river over this ledge of rock Is a

slght worth seelng,
In somwe places the water pours over
in a dense nod Irresistible volume, while

| at other pointa a shallow stream will

spray Itself over a higher table of rock.

On the upper Ottawa are floated
booms of logs which feed the large
lumber lndustries of that reglon. Hahe
dllng these wet logs s a treacherous
business, and It Is easy to lose one's
foothold and fall into the swift stream.
Accidents of this kiund occur frequent-
ly. The only case that dld not have a
fatal termination Is the one referred to
here,

The man was busy forking these logs
with those sharp tongs used to swing
them about and draw them In, when
he missed his footing and fell into the
river. Though a strong swimmer, he
could not withstand the current and
was swept out Into the stream and on
Nearing the falls, he
found himself still consclous, and [t
happened that he was belng floated
over one of those tables of rock where
the water was so shallow that he felt
himself touch, He struggled to regaln
his feet, and was successful In so do-
Ing, so that he found himself standing
in, perhaps, a foot of rushing water, at
the brink of the cataract, n great cur-
rent surging by bhim on every hand,

But It seemed hopeless. He saw no
and no one
from the shore could get to him. Many
people on the banks of the river werd

| watehing bim and trylng to study out

some plan to save him. Finally a large
derrick was brought to bear, such as s
used In bullding operations. A great

arm with ropes was swung out over

the current, and when the man had
fastened himself wsecurely with the

ropes he was ralsed up high and swung |

In, Just as a large stone would be raised
In constructing a bullding.

WALES SETS A NEW STYLE. |

Heir to England's Throne Kechews
Creased Trousera.

This is the new photograph of the |
Prince of Wales, which has caused |
consternation among the chapples of
New York. It is the proof indlsputable
of the fact that his royal highness s
wenaring his trousers without creasesa
and has been wearing them so for some
little time. The Prince's trousers are
pressed “even all around™ so as to give |
the leg a perfectly cylindrical “set.” Al
Chieago exquisite was asked what ef- |
fect this change of fashion on the plrlI
of the Prince would have on swelldom |
in America. He sald: *“There s no

WALES' NEW PICTURE,

aoubt that the Prince of Wales sets
the fashlon for London and that we
follow the London fasblons In general
It Is hard to say, hewever, whether the
creise wil go or not. We are largely
elastic In our modes. The crease ls
without question desirable and pretty.
1 should say that If we wish to we can
bave creases In our trousers without
the consent of any other nation. But
if the business once gets a good start
it Is more than probable that the round
leg will come Into vogue agaln. Mean~
while I would advise my friends In the
wonds of Pope:

“Be not the first by whom the new are

tried,
Nor yet the last to lay the old aside.”

Aun Army Guards the Sultan.

When the Sultan of Turkey attends
the Friday midday prayer at the
mosque in Constantinople the garrison
of 30,000 wen are stationed along the
route In such a way that he shall be
safely guarded from the moment he
leaves his palace until he s on his car
pet in the cacred edifice,

Beer Glasscos Rogulated by Law,
The ordinary beer glass is regulated
by law in Bavaria and must hold ex-|
actly balf u litre, or nearly nine-tenths
of a plut. |
Pleaty of Coal in India, |
ludia is rich in coal, though little min-
Ing has as yet been done Iln that coun
try.

The needle you bunt for in & hay-
stack pever pricks your Anger,

The rich n travels whea be willy
be can

.

' Office: Foley-Roche Building.
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| THE METROPOLITAN BANK

' CAPITAL - - 8B0,000
FRENCH BLOCK, TACOMA, WASH.

PHILIP V. CAESAR, President; TRUMAN W. ENOR, Vice.President; O, B, BELVIG, Caahler;
JACOB H, VANDERBILT, A'ssistant Cashier.

GENERAL BANKING IN ALL ITS BRANCHES

Interest allowsd on deposita in Baving Dopartment. Circular Lotters of Credit issued on
!uni Kong, China, and Yokohoma, Japan: also Draftsand Bills of Exchange (ssued on Chins
and Japan, and the principal ¢ities of Europe. Foreign moneys exchanged.

WE HAVESPECIAL FACILITIES FOR HANDLING GOLD DUAT AND BULLION
—

FURS! FURS! FURS!

The Correct Styles In Fur Carments Can Be Seen At

G. P. RUMMELIN & SONS

120 SECOND STREET, Near Washington
Alaska Seal Skins Our Specialty

Etons

Full line of Cluster Boas, Animal Bearis, Storm Collars, Collarettes, Viciorias, Capes,
Jackets and Novelties of Every Description. Complete Assortment of
Robes and Ruge, Alasks Indian Baakets,

CALL OR SEND FOR ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE

Orvegon Phone Main 491, lmmrpnr-l-d 1800

Established 1870,

WOLF & ZWICKER Iron Works

PORTLAND, ORECON.

Steel and Wood Ship Builders.

Manufacturers of Saw and Shingle Mill Machinery, Boilers, Engines
Blocks, Logging Engines and Loggers’ Snpplies, Bteel {iveted Pipes !orl’lnmal
and Dry Kilns. Iron, Semi-Steel and Bnn Oastings for all pur Bpecial
attention given to all kinds of repairs. Agents for Magnolia Anu- ction Hohl.

, JACOB FURTH L IIULIIR H, P. hTII.lClLo\ND R. V. ANII‘H’
Prosldent Manager Tressurer

THE VULCAN IRON WORKS CO.
IRON AND BRASS FOUNDERS MACHINISTS & BLACKSMITHS

MANUFACTURERA OF ALL CLASBES OF MACHINERY,
Fifth Avenne South and Lane Bt. Tel. Main 123. P, 0. Box 03

E. FRINK, Soc. and Treas, J. M. FRINK, Pres. and Supt.

WASHINCTON IRON WORKS CO.

Elghteen Years Under Same Management.

FOUNDERS, MACHINISTS AND BOILER MAKERS
WAORKS: GRANT-STREET BRIDGE. Telephone Main 83,
WASH.

SEATTLE - - - -
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RUSSELL & COMPANY

—HUIL.DERS OF—
Eng'mes, Bolilers, Saw Mills, Threshars.

™\

1! you sontemplate buying machinery, write ua for catalogue and prices.
RUSSELL & CO.

A. H. AVERILIL, Manager. PORTLAND, ORECON,

“GHIRADELLIS”

—THE BESI AND PUREST—

Chocolateand Breakfast Gocoa

ASK YOUR CROCER FOR IT
SPENCER-CLARKE CO., Agents

FRENCH & COMPANY, BANKERS

TRANSACT A CENERAL BANKING BUSINESS.

Lettews of Credit lssued available In Btates. ht Exchange snd Tthn
Transiers sold on New York, Chicago, lt Francisoe, Portland, (P “'.
and various poinie in Oregon and Wuhluma. lections made a1 at’ poinis on htmﬂ'o

Land aud Immigration Agents Losn and Insurance Agemts
M. L. CAUSEY, General Manager.

The Causey Real Estate Co.

Farm, Fruit and'l'lmbu Lua&.Stor.k Ranches,
Mining Propertics. & C

LA GRANDE, OR.

ORINK THE FAMOUS —~uut-

Weinhard’'s Beer

FOR SALE AT ALL THE PRINCIPAL SALOONS

BREWERY AND OFFICE, ©n Tqiteanth apd Susr

—

THE FARMERS AND TRADERS NATIONAL BANK
La Crande, Oregon.
CAPITAL, $60,000.00; SURPLUS, $8,500.00,

DPIRECTORS: J. H, ¥
aud RRoR ‘ull-hn. e H.I:A. J. D. McKennon, Joseph
OFFICERS: J. H. Rinebart, president president; Jeseph Palmer, vice-president; &,
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