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STEM: Makerspace promotes creativity, problem-solving and perseverance
continued from B1

and significantly builds upon 
the lessons their teachers pro-
vide during the regular school 
day.”

To many students, the Maker 
Clubs are simply a break from 
the traditional classroom set-
ting, a chance to be more 
open-ended in their own 
learning and creating. But it 
seems that the goals are hitting 
the mark with some of the 
young innovators. 

“I have learned to be a bet-
ter person,” said third grader 
Junior, “by making stuff you’ve 
never invented before.”

Fellow third grader Yahaira 
said that she “likes using (her) 
imagination to make crafts” 
and “wants to be an engineer 
when (she) grows up because 
they help people.”

This year is the second year 
of Maker Clubs, with revised 
lessons in place thanks to feed-
back from maker leaders and 
classroom educators. The new 
curriculum includes a whole 
session about safety, making 
sure youth can demonstrate 
the ability to use glue guns and 
cardboard cutters appropriate-
ly before being allowed to use 
them semi-independently. 

Also added was more of an 
emphasis on math and ad-
ditional lessons directly con-
nected to life in the Gorge. 
These include a day of bridge 
design, where local bridges are 

used for inspiration; an intro-
duction to simple machines 
as they connect to the school’s 
playground; and a day when 
makers design wind-powered 
boats. 

“I am amazed at how excited 
the kids are to be involved in 
design, engineering, working 
together, and solving prob-
lems. It is a well thought-out, 
supported program teaching 
engineering and other science 
concepts so early,” said Do-
nahue. 

A benefit of the program 
being designed locally is its 
ability to adapt and continue 
to be perfected. And that’s also 
in line with what the students 
are learning. 

“I’ve learned to not give up 
because we try something and 
it doesn’t have to be perfect,” 
said third grader Hayley when 
asked what she has learned 
from Maker Club.

There are efforts in STEM 
across all age groups. For ex-
ample, in the classroom, there 
are engineering classes at the 
middle school level and ca-
reer and technical education 
classes at the high school level, 
which include courses in dig-
ital media, engineering, agri-
culture, health sciences, and 
more. Out of the classroom, 
there are opportunities for stu-
dents at all ages to get involved 
in STEM, especially robotics. 

While opportunities exist, they 
are not always accessible to all 
students. Transportation, the 
idea that STEM is only for cer-
tain groups people, and limited 
resources can all be barriers. 
The Columbia Gorge STEM 
Hub is partnering with educa-
tion, industry, and local vol-
unteers to break down those 
barriers to accessing STEM. 

Maker Club is an example 
of how these barriers are being 
broken down. As a part of the 
ExCEL after-school program, 
transportation challenges have 
been removed and all third 
through fifth grade students 
in the program at Parkdale 
Elementary are able to attend 
Maker Club. These students 
have learned to see themselves 
as innovative thinkers, capable 
of solving problems. Kandi, a 
third grader, puts it this way: 
“I learned that anything is 
possible.” 

Interested in volunteering? 
STEM advocates and those 
working in STEM fields are 
encouraged to reach out to the 
Columbia Gorge STEM Hub to 
learn more about how to get in-
volved; for more information, 
visit www.gorgestem.org. 

Interested in bringing Maker 
Club to your school? Reach out 
to your principal who can work 
with the STEM Hub to get the 
program started. 

         very special site was selected for a memorial for 
          Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The location is the 
            National Mall in Washington, DC.

             The National Mall is not a shopping center. 
It is a large park that stretches from the Potomac River 

to the Capitol Building. Many 
of Washington’s famous 
memorials and museums 
surround the Mall.

The memorial honors Dr. 
King’s vision for all to enjoy 
a life of freedom, opportunity, 
and justice.

On today’s Kid Scoop, 
we use the word site, 
which means a location. 
It is pronounced the same 
as the word sight, which 
means the ability to see. 

Do the math to find out 
the term for words that 
sound the same, but have 
different meanings. The 
even-numbered term 
reveals the answer. 

Standards Link: Vocabulary: 
Students understand grade-level 
appropriate vocabulary.

Sound Bite

The idea for the design of Martin Luther King’s monument 
came from his 1963 “I Have a Dream” speech. In this speech, 
King said, “We will be able to hew out of the mountain of 
despair a stone of hope.”

Visitors pass through an entryway cut through a massive stone 
symbolizing the mountain of despair. Once inside, they come 
upon the missing section, marking the stone of hope, which 
features a carved profile of King. The interior walls are ringed 
with chiseled quotes from King’s speeches and sermons.

Standards Link: History: Students know that Americans celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
to commemorate his leadership of the civil rights movement; Students know the fundamental 
values and principles expressed in King’s “I Have a Dream” speech.

What does the monument look like?What does the monument look like?

Mountain of Despair

Stone of 
Hope

Standards Link: History: Students understand how important figures reacted to their times, and why they were significant to the history of our democracy.

Each of these three important national monuments, located on the National Mall, honors a President 
of the United States. Do you know which monument is for which President? Unscramble the names 
above each picture. Then find and label each one on the map above using the grid location shown 
below each of the monuments.

Look through the 
newspaper for pairs 
of words that have 

the same sound, but 
different meanings 
and spellings. Cut 

out 10 pairs and glue 
them to a piece of 

paper. Next to each 
word, write or paste 
an example of how 
the word is used.

Standards Link:

Vocabulary: Students 
understand grade-level 
appropriate vocabulary.

That Sounds 
Familiar

Find your way to the Martin 
Luther King Memorial site 
by following these directions 
on the map below.

Start at grid A-1. Go twelve 
spaces right. Move three spaces 
down. Move five spaces left. 
That space is the location of 
the monument’s main entrance.
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“If you want to be important—wonderful. If you want to be 
recognized—wonderful. If you want to be great—wonderful. 
But recognize that he who is greatest among you shall be your 
servant. That’s a new definition of greatness … it means that 

everybody can be great, because everybody can serve.”

– from The Drum Major Instinct, a sermon by Rev Matin Luther King, Jr., 1968

Leadership
What are the qualities of a good 
leader? Who do you know that 

is a good leader?

Standards Link: Number Sense: Use basic and advanced procedures while performing 
the processes of computation.

Twos to puzzle with and have fun, too!

Add the symbol for addition, subtraction, multiplication or 
division to make each row of 2s equal the number at the end 
of the row. There is more than one answer to each equation.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recongized identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words in the puzzle. 
How many of them can you 

find on this page?
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In honor of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 
birthday, look through the newspaper for 
pictures of people helping or serving one 
another. Clip one picture and write a 
paragraph summarizing what it is about.

Standards Link: Civics: Students understand why civic 
responsibility is important and recognize examples.

What’s it all about?

Read the silly story below. 
Fill in the blanks using the 

correct homonyms from the list.

CRISPYTON – The 
hometown of the famous chef 

Melba Towst plans to build a 

park in her honor.

“Around a giant statue of a 

rolling pin, we’re planting a 

lovely _____________ garden.

“It’s really an honor. I don’t 

know _____________  I’d be 

without Crispyton and the 

people here. I still ________  

my Crispyton High School 

jacket wherever I go.”

“We’re going ______ bake a 

huge cake, using more than 

_______ tons of __________,” 

said project coordinator 

Sy Dishe. “We hope to set a 

new _____________ record. 

A lot of ingredients must be 

_____________ together.”

It will take a lot of care to 

__________  the creation to 

the Crispyton banquet 

________. The town may 

have to ___________ extra 

workers if they hope to get the 

cake ____________ than the 

second floor.

Melba will be at the opening 

ceremonies and will lead a 

___________ through the 

park. Later, she’ll treat visitors 

to a delicious stir-fry meal 

prepared in a _________.

The statue will be painted 

Melba’s favorite color, _____, 

and later, some of her earliest 

cookbook recipes will be 

_________ aloud by Crispyton 

mayor Anna Kettle.

Standards Link: Vocabulary: Students 
understand grade-level appropriate vocabulary.
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KANDY DELGADO and Pablo Castillo, third grade, and Fabian Reyes, fifth (clockwise, from left) 

work on a building project.

ABOVE, A CLOSEUP of a bot and its house; at right, third graders Victoria Toche and Haley Ayala 

at work on their project.

P10988 HRN 01-15-20B.indd   10P10988 HRN 01-15-20B.indd   10 1/14/20   9:36 AM1/14/20   9:36 AM


