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GOE FARM: Rick Nishmoto
talks with Mike Goe during the
Goe family’s celebration of the
Odell farm's 100th year, June
13. The Goe brothers preserved
the Nishmoto farm for the fami-
ly during World War Il intern-
ment. The equipment shed was
emptied for the centennial
party; friends and family dine in
front of a family heirloom flag
that flew at Bonneville Dam. At
right, Jessica Goe, 26, who is
carrying on with the farm, poses

with family photos.

DETHMAN HONORS: Dulce
Ballenger left, Health Media vol-
unteer, accepts an appreciation
certificate given to about 20
partners from County Preven-
tion Department’s Belinda Bal-
lah on June 16 at China Gorge.
At far right, partner Mike Hugh-
es of Life Skills thanks Joella De-
thman, center, who is retiring,
for her 22 years in heading up
prevention programs. Above,
partner Julio Villamonte, who
monitors DUIl compliance, urges
everyone to “be safe out there.”

Photos by Kirby Neumann-Rea

Prevention Program
thanks its supporters

By KIRBY NEUMANN-REA
News editor

Prevention supporters
said one goodbye and issued
numerous thank yous on
June 16 at an appreciation
luncheon at China Gorge
Restaurant sponsored by the
Hood River county Preven-
tion Department.

Joella Dethman, who re-
tires this month after 22
years leading the program,
received a heart-felt thank-
you roast, but not after she
and the Prevention Pro-
gram’s Belinda Ballah hand-
ed out certificates of appreci-
ation to local groups, busi-
nesses and individuals.

Ballah and Dethman de-
scribed prevention and out-
reach programs including al-
cohol assessments of busi-
nesses, retail server train-
ing, responsible servers care
billboard, sponsoring securi-
ty for Hops Fest and Cider
Fest, radio spots on Radio
Tierra and El Rio, and spon-
soring Community Educa-
tion Movies in the Park in
Cascade Locks, and preven-
tion education programs
Strengthening the Families,
Here’s Looking At You and
Project Alert.

“We really appreciate the
help you have given us in the
room to make all of that pos-
sible,” Ballah said.

In reviewing recent work
along with more than two
decades in prevention lead-
ership, Dethman said, “My
heart is just huge right now,
it feels wonderful when the
community says thank you
and we thank others and rec-
ognize what other people
have done. It makes us all
feel better. And that’s true for
young people, too. We have
students who are coming up
and come back and get their
training and it helps us all be
healthier.”

Dethman and Ballah hand-
ed out Excellence in Preven-
tion certificates to these
partners:

Allyson Pate of the
WINGS program and service
as Commission on Children
and Families chair; Carri
Ramsey-Smith, DHS, for her
support of prevention work;
Coco Yackley for using objec-
tive data analysis; Anne Car-
loss, Hood River County
School District for support
through Early Childhood
and promoting student best
practices administration,
emphasizing positive behav-
iors, consistent behavior
strategy in all schools; Tom
Yates for advocacy in keep-
ing marijuana out of hands
of kids, and for educating the
community; Dave Meri-
wether, Hood River County
Board of Commissioners,
adoption of comprehensive
tobacco-free policy; Jeff
Skye, Bi-Coastal Media for
support in Health Media
Club radio PSAs; HRVHS
teacher Gabe Judah, for his
“belief in and advocacy for
kids as Health Media Club
advisor;” Dulcy Ballinger,
Health Media Clubs volun-
teer, who “has a way of
bringing the best out of
kids;” Dr. Michelle Beaman,
for her work with the “Kick
Butts Campaign” at the mid-

dle schools,

and events.

Along with saying thank
you for his certificate, Villa-
monte offered a caution from
his perspective tracking
DUII cases, and the intoxi-
cants that were involved; he
noted that Hood River is a
popular place for people to
come and celebrate, and it is
important to remember that
others are doing so and to be
cognizant of our own prac-

tices.

“Don’t drive, ride a bicy-
cle, boat or ride a horse,
under alcohol, or while using
meds you’re not supposed to
be taking while driving.
Don’t get a DUII. Please take
care out there,” Villamonte

said.

promoting
Healthy Family Policies and
advocacy for strong tobacco
policies for our community;
Greg Knutson of Full Sail
Brewery, for commitment to
responsible server and man-
agement practices; Ashley
Huckaby May and Mike
Glover, Chamber of Com-
merce, for outstanding lead-
ership in hosting tobacco-
free events and promoting re-
sponsible servers; Julio Vil-
lamonte, for support provid-
ing data on DUII infractions;
and Kirby Neumann-Rea of
Hood River News for cover-
age of prevention programs
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Adopt-A-Pet

Find the newest member of your family &

Look for the pet’s name above his photo. You can adopt them from the location listed underneath - right next to their local sponsor.
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