
KRIS WILHELM
What qualifies you to

serve as a board member?)
I’m concerned/ passionate

about our kids and teachers.
With a long history here, I’m
committed to this valley. I
have a background in PR as
well as training in science. I
intend to study data, making
informed decisions based on
facts, not ideology. I want to
represent the people.

What are your top goals?
My top goal initially will

be to listen and learn, as I
know I’m coming from the
outside looking in. Once I’m
settled, I hope to work on
ways we can better inform
the public about decisions
made by the board. Second,
the district needs to address
the validity and purpose of
the new “Smarter Balanced”

Tests. Already, numbers of
parents have “Opted Out”
their children this spring.
The district should not disre-
gard this message. Third, for
parents & teachers, we
should aim for budget stabil-
ity, regardless of erratic ebbs
& flows of funding.

What are your thoughts
on the District budget situ-
ation, current and future?

There seems to be a con-
stant budget roller coaster.
Weeks ago, local headlines
warned we were projected
$900,000 in the whole next
year, which threatened
teacher layoffs. This week re-
vealed a surplus! This kind
of message isn’t fair to teach-
ers, parents and taxpayers.
We have the highest educa-
tion spending in the world
($11,0000 per capita student),
and yet we’re still strug-
gling? With unfunded state
and federal mandates, it’s
unconscionable that local
taxpayers take up the bur-
den, or kids will suffer. It’s

common sense that we put
strong pressure on the state/
federal government to fully
fund K-12 education.

What are your thoughts
on Common Core and Stan-
dardized Testing?

Sold as an effort to raise
standards, the federal gov-
ernment bought into the
plan benefiting curricu-
lum/testing corporations.
Emphasizing testing, instead
of learning, has effectively
robbed valuable teaching
time. Teachers are scram-
bling, kids confused. I don’t
disagree with standards.
However, we must question
this unreasonable new test’s
validity and purpose.

How can the District best
meet the needs of the His-
panic community?

HRCSD does an amazing
job serving our Hispanic
community. Parents receive
communications in Spanish
and English. Many grants
have been generated sup-
porting ESL. Every school

has a Migrant Liaison to
reach families. State funding
supports ESL. We should
seek input to further incor-
porate the Hispanic commu-
nity into our vision.

What is the main chal-
lenge to the District in the
next 3-5 years and how
would the board prepare
for it and address it?

Unfortunately, budget in-
stability will probably re-
main the biggest issue. It
shouldn’t be when you see the
money that’s wasted else-
where. Children should come
first; they are our future. Our
board should put pressure on
representatives to fully fund
K-12 education. Unfunded
mandates should not be ac-
cepted. We should trust the
teachers who instruct our
children. Ultimately, the
Board should represent the
people of this community, not
the state/federal government
or administrators. Other-
wise, what’s the point in a
local board?
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Rules:
Must be 18 or older to win.

Employees of the Hood River
News and Columbia Gorge Press
or members of their immediate

families are not eligible.

Participating business
employees are not eligible

at their place of employment,
but may enter and qualify

at other locations.

SHOP LOCALLY
Enter at each of these participating local

businesses before the close of business
on Tuesday, May 19 for a chance to win

1260 Tucker Rd • Hood River, OR • 541.387.3848
OPEN MON - SAT 10am - 7pm

(With minumum purchase of $99, expires 5-15-15)

Free installationwith
anypurchase of

stereo or speakers

WindowTint • Car Stereo • Car Alarms

Car Stereo Specialists has been serving the ColumbiaGorgewith all your car
stereo needs since 1998. Thank you toHoodRiver andall the surrounding areas!
We specialize in audio, security, navigation, cruise controls, power windows, etc. If it goes in your car, we’ll install it. We offer only the best brands.

408 Highway 35
Hood River

541-386-1001

240 Terminal Ave.
The Dalles

541-296-5414

Let’s Get It Done

Riverfront Valero

Riverfront Valero, 101 North 1st Street, Exit 63
Hours: 6:30am to 9:00pm (7 days a week)

16oz
Smoothies

for $250
April 25th thru
May 23rd

and
FULL TIRE SERVICE

Buntings Inc.

1751 Belmont • Hood River

541-386-3672

CUSTOM EXHAUST,
MUFFLERS, ALIGNMENTS,

BRAKES, SHOCKS,
RADIATORS

NNeeww && UUsseedd TTiirreess

OWNERS BOB AND JUDY MASON

&Gallery of Games

With A $5 donation
to the

‘Make A Wish Foundation’
receive $3 OFF
any LARGE PIZZA

Expires May 31st, 2015

107 Second St.
Hood River

(541) 386-1606
We Deliver!

Gordon Pillon
Service Manager

Ted Regentin
Shop Foreman

((554411))443366--22554455
11880022 BB 1122tthh SSttrreeeett

AAccrroossss FFrroomm RRoossaauueerrss
eexxppeerrtteecc@@ggoorrggee..nneett

AALLLL MMAAKKEESS
&& MMOODDEELLSS

CCAARRSS
TTRRUUCCKKSS
MMOOTTOORR
HHOOMMEESS

CCAALLLL
TTOODDAAYY!!

E EXPERTEC
Automotive Repair, Inc.

EXPERTEC
 

OIL & FILTER CHANGE
+ 23 POINT SAFETY

INSPECTION

ONLY

$25.95
INCLUDES UP TO 5 QTS. OF OIL.

DIESEL & SYNTHETIC OIL CHANGES
AT ADDITIONAL CHARGE. OFFER

GOOD THRU 6/30/15

Trust, Honesty & Pride of Workmanship

HEIGHTS SHELL
Fast, Friendly Full Service

With A Smile

541-387-4444
12th & Pacific, Hood River

$200 OFF Fill UP
10 gal. min. Expires 7-20-15

We Do
Windows!

Across From Rosauers
Next to Expertec

Se habla español

541-806-2246

AFFORDABLE PRE-OWNED VEHICLES

Low Prices on NEW and USED Tires!
We buy dead auto batteries.

• Hercules • Nokian
• Yokohama • Cooper
• Falcon • Master Craft

• Goodyear • Dunlop & more!

WE HAVE TIRES!!WE HAVE TIRES!!

SCHOOLS
Continued from Page A11

Photo by Kirby Neumann-Rea

COLORS AND GRAYS
The Gray family — Wendy, Randy and Lauren — sell flow-
ers and produced at the first Gorge Grown Farmers Market
of the season, Thursday at Hood River Middle School. Mar-
kets run 5-8 p.m. each Thursday.


