
Dalles and Biggs in Oregon,
and Bingen and Goldendale
in Washington (and has lived
in nearly all the communi-
ties; these days, he and wife
Marilee live in Hood River)
— in what is never a 9 to 5
gig. While his main office is
located at the Hood River
Marina Way McDonald’s,
he’s often on the road. Once a
week, he travels to each of
the locations to meet with su-
pervisors and managers,
field questions regarding
company donations, make
equipment orders and listen
to customer feedback. Oh,
and fix any broken equip-
ment, regardless of the time.

“It’s near a dull moment at
any point of the job,” he said.

His days begin early at
home, “pulling up figures
and taking care of the many
emails that come my way,”
he explained. “I try and take
care of this before leaving
for one of the restaurants.
My day may not end until
late in the evening, depend-
ing on what is going on, or
when traveling through the
Gorge, stopping at each loca-
tion … keeping tabs on the
250 employees we have
throughout the year, looking
over the food and labor costs
of the stores with the man-
agers, keeping the equip-
ment running property, and
helping out on the floor when
the need arises.”

He’s quick to point out
that he doesn’t do it all on his
own. Each location has a gen-
eral manager, department
managers and shift man-
agers, and he has two “out-
standing supervisors” in
Sonia Ariaza and Amanda
Dwyer.

Whatever he’s doing, his
favorite part remains work-
ing with and talking to cus-
tomers.

“I have no problem going
out and cleaning tables in
the restaurants,” he said.
“It’s another great way to
mingle with the great cus-
tomers we have.”

He especially enjoys chat-
ting with “the regular coffee
crowd” who come in each
day, and those traveling
through the area.

“I love to ask customers
where they are from if they
look like they might be trav-
eling,” he said. “All have
some great stories to tell, or
they ask about our area and I
love to promote the Gorge.”

On Saturday evenings —
and sometimes Sunday
mornings, too — Dummer
can be found at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church, where he
sings in the choir, as he’s
done for 19 years. He comes
from a musical family, the
fourth out of five children,
all of whom sing and play in-
struments (Dummer plays
trumpet and baritone horn).

“I have never taken any
singing lessons — the people
I have sung with over the
years were my instructors,
and I continue to sing at St.
Mary’s just about every Sat-
urday night,” he said. “Some-
times I get to sing with the 10

a.m. choir, and if I’m visiting
my parents in Dayton, Ore., I
will sing with the 9 a.m.
choir at St. James in McMin-
nville.”

Dummer is also actively
involved in the Knights of
Columbus. He is currently in
the middle of his third term
as the Grand Knight for the
Mid-Columbia Council 7292,
and second term as Faithful
Navigator of the Fourth De-
gree from the Columbia
River The Dalles Assembly.

“This keeps me rolling,”
he said. “These two groups
are what keeps me alive to
strive to lead them as the
Grand Knight or the Faithful
Navigator. Without them, I
would not be doing what I do
each week.”

His biggest accomplish-
ment as a Knight has been
raising funds to send sweat-
pants to wounded soldiers in
Afghanistan six years ago.
“This was a moving experi-
ence. It represented all four
areas of what we stand for:
Unity, Patriotism, Fraternity
and, most of all, Charity. I
will always remember what
we had accomplished,” he
said.

When he’s not at a McDon-
ald’s location or singing, he’s
most often found working in
his yard. He’s known in his
neighborhood for turning
restaurant pieces into yard
art.

“The old tree that sat in
the play place in Hood River
was removed two years ago,
and I took the leaves and use
them as planters. Just a
unique way to keep the old

apple tree alive,” he said.
He doesn’t think any of

what he does is special, but
he does think the people he
works with are. “It’s the peo-
ple I get to work with that are
special. It’s the people I get to
lead in meetings, the people I
get to lead in song at church,
the people I get to sing with.
It’s the people I get to be
around each day that are spe-
cial,” he said.
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Quick, dependable service backed by over 
100 years of Lennox innovation. Only from 
Honke Heating & A/C.

COMFORT 
EXPERTISE.  
WE COME BY IT HONESTLY.

with the purchase of a qualifying Lennox® home comfort system.

RECEIVE UP TO $1,700 IN REBATES*

$139 TUNE-UP SPECIAL**

SPECIAL FINANCING AVAILABLE***

CCB#1762
Offer expires 6/12/2015.
*System rebate offers range from $300 to $1,700. Some restrictions apply. See your local Lennox dealer for details.  
**See dealer for details. ***See dealer for details.
© 2015 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox Dealers include independently owned and operated businesses. One offer available per qualifying purchase. 

Serving Our Customers Over 45 Years!

UP TO $2,219 IN LOCAL UTILITY REBATES* AND UP 
TO $850 IN TAX CREDITS WITH THE PURCHASE OF A 

QUALIFYING LENNOX HOME COMFORT SYSTEM.
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STEVE WOLF
Sr. Mortgage Specialist

541.490.2897
OR NMLS-114305; WA MLO-114305

swolf@directorsmortgage.net

JEFF SACRE
Sr. Mortgage Specialist

541.806.1556
NMLS-140302, MLO-140302

jsacre@directorsmortgage.net

MIKE ELLSWORTH
Sr. Mortgage Specialist

541.490.2832
OR NMLS-114033; WA MLO-114033

mellsworth@directorsmortgage.net

541.436.2662
directorsmortgage.net

THINK LOCAL!
Thinking Of A Loan?

Our team lives and works in the Hood River
community - We know the local market. 

Before you call anyone else, call your 
neighbors for great rates and the best 

service anywhere!
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Service & Repair. I come to you!
BRUCE HENDERSON

541-993-5982
LICENSED & CERTIFIED

State Fire Marshal
Certification
#001242-08

Gas Appliances
Electrical Repair
Get your RV
road ready!

Mobile Service & Repair

RV Doc — Bruce Henderson

Queen Size
Mattress Sets
Starting at $249

981 Tucker Road • Hood River
(541) 386-3915

MURRAY’S
FURNITURE &
SLEEP CENTER

Joe Guenther
Financial Advisor
1631 Woods Ct
Suite 102
Hood River, OR
97031
541-386-0826
www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Rent@GorgeRentals.com
(541) 387-4080
GorgeRentals.com

610 Oak Street • Hood River
Denise McCravey, Owner

We Need
Homes

Qualified Applicants Waiting
Monthly • Leases

Pet Friendly
Oregon • Washington
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C O L U M B I A  G O R G E

Thousands of people visit every year.
Why not advertise? • RESERVE YOUR SPACE NOW •

Call 541.386.1234 or 541.296.2141 TODAY! 
Ask about our SPECIALTY PAGES and LINE ADS

RESERVE SPACE BY: WED, APRIL 15, 2015
AD FINALIZED BY: WED, APRIL 22, 2015

ARRIVING MAY 2015

A publication of Hood River News & The Dalles Chronicle. Distributed in OR & WA.

HIKE
It’s hard to imagine any

location with more

hiking trails per square
mile than the Gorge.

From short, tree-lined strolls
with family to

rugged ridge treks, you
’ll find something to

meet all tastes.

MOVE
Summer, fall, winter andspring, the Columbia Gorgeis a playground waiting forplayers: get out on the water,stroll the fairways, or take tothe slopes for world-class

active fun.

DINE

Classic pub fare, ethnic
delights,

family-friendly menus,
or renowned

fine dining, all paired w
ith local

libations, give appetite
s of all types

a place at the table in t
he Gorge.

CAMP
Tell ghost stories on the bank of a lake where boatmotors will never be heard, fall asleep to the rushof rivers glacial and historic, or fix your morningcoffee in the utter stillness of a forest. It’s thesekind of experiences that exemplify overnights inthe outdoors of the Gorge .

LEARN

Ten thousand years bef
ore explorers, missiona

ries and settlers ventur
ed

across the continent, a
thriving people gather

ed in the Columbia Gor
ge to

fish, trade and celebrat
e. Rich stories of past a

nd present are honored
in

the region’s museums
and interpretive center

s.

ST. MARY’S
CATHOLIC
CHURCH

1501 Belmont St., Hood River, OR541-386-3373

Saturday Confessions, 4-5 pmSaturday Masses, 5:30 English7 pm SpanishSunday Masses, 8 am Spanish;10 am English and 1 pm Spanish

Pastorsrr :Fr. Ronald MaagFr. Sauel Alba

ST. MARKS
EPISCOPAL CHURCH40011th Street, HoodRiver541.386.2077 • stmarks-hr.org

Faith LutheranChurch (LC MS)

June - August WoWW rship 9:00~Sept-May Worship 10:30(Sunday School/Bible ClC ass 9:15 am)Holyl CoCC mmunioi n 1sts & 3rdr Sundayaa s
2810 W.WW 10th St.,The Dalles

541-296-3586

New Location:Adventist Elementaryr3339 East 13th St
The Dalles

541 298 1956

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH1280W. Jewett,White Salmon509.493.2597
gracews.org

Saturday Confessions, 4-5 pmSaturday Vigil Mass, 5:30 pmSunday Masses, 9 am, Englishand 12 pm, Spanish

1222 W.W 10th Street, The Dalles

Fr. Joseph Levine

541-296-2026

St. PeterSSStt... PPPeeettteeerrrCATA HOLIC CHURCH

Sovereign GraceBaptist Church

SERVICESSunday School 10:00 a.m.Worship 11:00 a.m.Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

IMMANUEL CHURCH9th & State St. - Hood Riverwww.ImmanuelHR.org541-386-3046

“It’s All AboutRELATIONSHIPS!”

St. Paul’s EpiscopalChurch Welcomes You!

541-296-9587

1805 Minnesota, The Dalles, ORwww.stpt aulsl thtt edad llll ell s.orgr

PRAYDRIVE
From intimate views to sweeping

panoramas, lush forest and

farmland to arid high desert,

the Columbia River Gorge has

something for everyone and these

byways and backroads will help

you explore the best of it—
or

grab a map and stick a pin in it.

There are no wrong turns

in the Gorge.

DOPPIO COFFEE310OakStreet, HoodRiver541.386.3000doppiohoodriver.com

ERY
tate St.
.0016

m

HOODTO HILLS3665AtkinsonDrive,Odell(next to theOdell PostOffice)541.402.4449

411 Oak StreetHood River541-386-4502
Named one of 'America'stop 10 coffeehouses'by USA Today

NAKEDWINERYAt NakedWinery, “We aim to Tease®!”Set the mood for fun and romancewith premium wines, exotic brandsand provocative back labels thatare just a bit risqué. Join us in ourdowntown Hood River TastingRoom on 2nd and Cascade as weget Naked daily!
102SecondStreet, HoodRiver10am - 7pm, later on weekends541.386.3700
nakedwinery.com

SPRINGHOUSE CELLARDrink...Rinse...Repeat.At Springhouse we embrace thespirit of the Gorge, producing tenhand-crafted wines in the cellar ofour downtown winery and servingthem on-tap in our rustic 20’s eratasting room. Award-winningEuropean style wines in an old-world style bottle from the mostunique winery in the Northwest.
13RailroadAvenue,HoodRiver(1st & Cascade Street)541.308.0700
springhousecellar.com

DRINK
MARSHAL’SWINERYMarshal’s winery is a small, butgrowingMom and Pop operationwith 24wines to choose from thatcan satisfy everyone’s tasting pleasure.Varieties exclusive only toMarshal’sVineyard round out amenu of greatwine, atmosphere, and fresh localtreats. Barrel tastings, craft items andalways friendly folk can be found here.Stop by andwe’ll celebrate!

150OakCreekRoad,DallesportOpen daily 9am - 6pmmarshalswinery.com509.767.4633

MARYHILLWINERY& AMPHITHEATERJoin us among the vines along theColumbia River, with adjacent 4,000-seatoutdoor amphitheater & free live music(May-Sept) on the ter ace. Producingnearly 40 different wines & claimingmore than 2,000 awards since 2001

9774 Highway 14, Goldendale,WAOpen 10am-6pmDailymaryhillwinery.com 877-MARYHILL

2014 Summer Concert Series:Styx and Foreigner - Aug. 2Frampton’s Guitar Circus featuringPeter Frampton & Buddy Guy - Aug 23Best of Jethro Tull by Ian Anderson - Sept. 13

A SPECIAL PUBLI
CATION OF THE HOOD

RIVER NEWS AND THE DALLES CH
RONICLEDOWNLOAD

GUIDE TO YOUR

MOBILE DEVICE
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JIM
Continued from Page A1

Photo by Trisha Walker

JIM DUMMER, Director of Operations for Gorge-area McDonald’s,
makes an espresso in the restaurant’s coffee bar.

BUSTER IS BACK
Jeff Mueller starts a new coat of paint on Buster, the “State Street Bear,” who hibernated for
a couple of weeks while Mueller did some repairs including removing some rot and filling it.
Buster has been an ursine sentinel for years at 9th-and-State, as Mueller, pastor at neighbor-
ing Immanuel Lutheran Church, gives Buster (and his sidekick, Buddy) a new saying or greet-
ing each week. Buster stood as polar bear for a few months after Mueller gave him a white
primer coat, but Mueller planned to return him to regular, brown bear duty, as of Saturday.


