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CHAPTER XIX.
THE LETTER.

Y father was Colonel Grosve.
nor of the Confederute army
during the eclvll war. On
ienern]l Leo's staff was an

Itallan named the Prineipt 41 Monte
Bianca, Rich, titled, a real noble, he
was at heart an adventurer, a word
greatly abused these Inglorfous days,
My father was cut from the same pat
tern, a wild and reckless spirit in
those crowded tiwes. The two became
friends such as you and Mr. Merrihew
are. Thelr explolts became famous,
My father was also rich nnd a man of
foresight. 11ls reql wenlth was In for-
elgn wsecurities, mines, ofls, steel,
steamships. When the war terminated
the prince prevalled upon my father to
return with him to Italy. laly itself
was in turmoll. [ Re Galantuomo,
that Pledmontese bhunter, Vittorio
Emanuele, wished o llberate Venlce
from the grasp of Austria, to wrest
temporal power from the Vatlean and
to send the French troops back to
France. Well, he accomplished all
these things, and both my father and |
the prince were with him up to the
time be entered the Quiripal. After
victory, peace. My father invested in
villas and palaces and settied down to
end his days In the Venetian palace on
the Grand cannl.

Then my father, stlll young, remem-
ber, fell in love with the duughter of
a Venetlan noble. It was a happy
unlon. Shortly after the prince also
married. He was, with the exception
of my father, the most lovable man 1
ever kpew-—bLrave, kindly, lmpetuous,
honorable, witty and wise. It does
pot seem possible that such a father
should have such a son

There came a great day. A young
prince wns born, and the rough king
stood as his godfather. Later 1 added |
my feeble protest, st the cost of my |
mother's life. As 1 grew up | became
my father's coostant companion \\'o|
were alwuys ont of doors. By and by
he sent me to America to school. 1 |
returned from America to enter a con
vent ont of Rome and later went tn|
Milan and studied waske

One fotal day the old prince and my
father put thelr beads together and
determined that this great friendship
of thelrs should be perpetusated. The
young prince shonld marry the young
signorinn. They drew up the strangest
of wills. Poth men were in full con-
trol of thelr properties. There was no

entalled estate such ns one finds In
England, They conld do ns they
pleased. And this was before Italy

had passed the law requiring that no
art treasures shonld be sold or trans-
ported. Fortunately for me, my moth-
er's property was considerable.

£100 Reward £100

The readers of this paper will be
pleased to learn that there 1= at leqst
one dreaded Heease that selence has
beer able to tare In all 1ts stagesand |
that Is Catareh. Hall's Catarrh Cure
{a the only positlve cure known to
the modieal fraternity, Catarrh be
Ing a conatitutional disense, requires
a constitutional treatment, Hall's |
Catarrh Cure 18 taken Internally, net-
ing directly upon the blood and muo-|
cous aurfaces of the system, thereby
destroying the foundations of the
didase, nnd glving the patient
atrength Ly bullding up the constlh
tutlon aiwl assisting nature in dolng
ita. work. The proprietors have go
much falth in it curatlve powers
thiat they offer One Hundred Dollnrs
for any case that it falle to core.
Send for et of testimoninls, Address |
K. J. Cheney & Co., Toledo, 0. Sold
by all drugeists, Toc. Take Hall's
Family Pitls for constipation.®

RAILWAY MAIL CLEKS WANTED

The Government Piys Railway Mall
Clerks $800 to $1,200 and other em=- |
ployes up to $2,500 annually.

Unecle Sam will hold spring exnm-
foations throughout the country for
Rallway Mall Clerks, Costom House
(lerks, Stenographers, Bookkeepors,
Departmental Clerks and other Gov.
ernment  Posltione,  Thousnuads of
appolntments will be made.  Any
man or woman over 18, In Clty or
Country can get instruction and free
information by writingat onee to the
Bureau of lnstruction, 1558 Hamlin
Bulldlng, Rochester, N. Y,

A full Nne ol poultry supplles at
Whitehend 's.*

Lavatorics |
Toilets |
Sinks

PLUMBING

sewer aad Draln

TILE

| tactler

| mother

”'l"l;aEp;u;ul‘lsle clauses in the jolnt

will read that If we two young people
declined the bargain the bulk of the
ostates should revert to the crown,
Aguln, If we married and separated
and were not reunited ioside of five
yeurs the fortunes should become the
crown's., If, having separated from
my husband, elther for just or unjust
reasons, [ should secretly or publicly
occupy any villa or palace mentioned
in the will it would be a tacit admis.
slon that I accepted my husband. Was
there ever such an Insane tangle kind-
Iy meant? We must marey; we must
be bappy. That our minds and hearts
were totally different did not matter
ot all,

Time went on. The old prince disd
suddenly; bhis wife followed, Aund then
my kind and loving father went the
way. 1 was taken under the wing of
a duchessa who was popular nt court.
At this period the young prince was
one of the handsomest men in Burope.
He was brave, clever and engaging.

On completing my education 1 de-
clded to llve In Rome. The old duches-
sn mothered the rich Ameriean girl
gladly, for, though I was hinlf Italian,
they always considered me as the
child of my father. 1 was presented at
court. I was asked to dinners and re-
ceptions and balls. 1 was quite the
rage because the dowager queen gave
me slngular nttention.

The prince by this time seemed
changed In some way. But I was
blindly yonng, Often 1 noticed the
long sear on his cheek. He had re-
celved It, he sald, In some cavilry ex-
ercise,

Now, there wag another clause In
this will. It was the one thing which
made the present life tolerable and
possible to me. We were to be mar-

i

“Because | love you!

ried without pomp, quietly, frst at
the maglstrate’'s and then at the
church. At last the day came.

We passed through the streets to
the maglstrate’'s. 1 did oot know then
that I was pot in love, that | was only
young and curfous. [ threw roses to
any who asked
me In full dress unlform, looking very
handsome and distingulshed.
privee smiled, but he was nervous and
not st ease. | thought nothing of this
at the time. 1 believed hls nervous-
ness a part of my own,

The magistrate performed his part
Legally we were wman and wife. We
were leaving for the charch when at
the very doorwny a handsome woman,
end eyed, weary, shabblly dressed,
touched me on the arm.

“A rose, signoral”

I gave it to ber, smillug pltyingly.

“God pray.” she sald, “that this man
will make you happler than he made

o

me:

“let us be on!” sald the prince
| engerly.
“Walt!” I turned to the woman.

“Slgoora, what do you mean by those
words ™

“His hlghness knows."” She poluted
to the prince, whose face [ now saw,
strangely enough, for the first time.
It was black with rage and ugliness.

“What has he been to you?' 1 de-
mnanded.

Bhe answered. 1 understood. In that
moment I becsme a weomap without
Muslons. Without looking at the prince
I ontered the carringe and closed the
door In his face, He stormed; he led
1 was of stone. He turned upon the
poor woman and struck her In the
face, Even hagd [ loved him that
wounld have been the end of the ro-
mance. 1 drove home. There would
be no wedding at the church that day,
There wns a great scandal. Every one
took up the prince’s cause, with the
exception of the king.

The prince was almost bankrupt
He had squandersd his all. FHe had
sold to usurers balf of the fortune he
expected to get after marrying me. He

| hind not the slightest afMection for me.

Hoe was desperate and wanted the
money, HMHow old and wise 1 became
during that ride home from the magls-
trate’'s! I vowed he shonld never have
n penny. It should all go to the erown.

When at length he found that T was
really serfous he beeame base In his
e wnaa the one who was
wranged, He gave life to such rumors
among thoge | knew that soon [ found
doors closed to me which had always
been open. No lallan woman could
see the matter from my polnt of view.
I was an American for all that my
was n Vepetlan, therefore 1
Wil Wrong,

There! That is all. There Is no
more mystery concerning Sonla Hilda
Grosvenor.

And so the letter ended. There was

The prince sat ln'sldu_-l

The |

not & word regarding any future
meeting. There was nothlog to read
between the lines. A great loneliness
surged over Hiliard. Was this, then,
renlly the end? No! He would walt
bere In Florence till the day of doom.
He would waste no time in seeking
ner, for he knew that if be sought he
would not find.

Day after day dragged through the
hours, and Florence grew thinned and
torrid. Bometimes he rode past the
Villa Ariadoe, but he never stopped.

It was in the middle of June that
one afternoon the conclerge handed
him a telegram. It contained but three
words:

“Yilla Serbellonl, Belinggio”

The Villa Serbelloni, now a hotel,
stands on a wooded promontory among
the Alps and between the lakes, at
Bellagglo, and all day long the warm
sunshine floods its walls and terraces
und glances from the polished leaves
of the tropical plants, ~

The & o'clock boat from Como puffed
Lup nolslly and smokily to the quay,
churning ber side paddles. Hillard
stepped nshore Impatiently. What a
long day It bad been! How white the
Villa Serbellonl seemed up there on
the little hilltop. He gave his luoggage
to the porter from the Grand and fol-
lowed him on foot to the hotel. He
dressed qulekly, and in less than an
hour he stepped forth from the gar-
dens and took the path up to the villa,

Afar he saw a table spread under
the great oak. A womnn sat by it
It was still daylight, and be would
have known that hesd of halr among
the ten thousand houris of heaven.
She did not rise, but she extended her
hand, a grave inquiry in her slum-
brous eves. With equal gravity he
eclasped the hand, but held back the
impulse to kiss It, He sat down oppo-
site her and, smillng, whimsically In-
quired:

“Now, where did we leave off ?”

At first she did not understand.

He enlightened her. “1 pefer to that
Arablan Nights entertainment In New
York. Where did we leave off that lo-
teresting discussion™

Bhe smiled brightly, “We shall take
up the thread of that discourse with
the coffee.”

“Why not countermand the order
for dinner? 1 am not bungry.”

“But I am” she replied. She was
wholly herself now The tact with
which he begian his address disembar-
mesed her. FPor two davs slnce she
| dispatehed the telegram she had lived
In n kind of cestatle terror, Bhe had
even regretted the message onee It
wis bevond recall. “l am human
enough to be hungry sometimmes.” Bhe
| summoned the walter
| The dinner was excellent, but HIl-
|lnrd searcely knew what this or that

piate wns, And when the walter
| brought the coffee and lingered for
| further orders It was Hillerd who dis-
missed him eather curtly

He said musingly: “We had agreed
that it would be best never to meet
agnin, that to keep the memory of
that night fresh In onr minds, a son-
venir for old age, it were wisest to
| part then Well, we ecan keep the

memory of it for our old age. It will
be a lttle secret between us, and we
| shall talk It over on just such nights
us this. "™

He reactied for her hand, which Iny
upon the cover, but without apparent
notice of his movement she drew it
back. A flash of pain crossed Hillard's
| face.

"1 have walted patiently for weeks"

She faced him with an enigmatical
smile, Hghied a match, blew It out und
drew a line across the center of the
table.

He lnughed
| "Observe."

As a rejoinder he smoothed out the
telegram she had sent to Wim. “Why
did you send this to me?"

Her lips had no answer ready

“There can be but one reason,”
pursued.

“Friendship.”

The beginning of the night was cool
but the tire of the world's deslre burn
ed In her cheeks, and she was afruld
She stepped lo the ralling, faced ¢l
purpling mountains and sang *“Die
Zauberfiote” HlUlnrd dared not touch
her tHl the Inst note was gone

“What! Again?®*

he

L.

| "1 did not come here because of
Ih!pndﬂhlp." he sald. *“Only one thing
brought me-love and the bope of
love™ '

Bhe stared at him, her hand at her
throat

Then he took her (n bis arms sud
denly, hungrily, even roughly. “You
are mione, mine, and nothing in
world shall take you from my arms
again, Sonia."”

S8he pressod her palms against bim
and stood awny., She looked bravely
Into his eyves now,

“T eent the message bhecause [ want-
ed you, beenuse | am tired of lying to
my heart, becanse I have n right to be
happy., becnuse—because 1 love youl
Taka me and, oh, be good and kind to
me, for I have been very lonely aud
nnhappy. Kiss wme!” with a touch of
the old Imperiousness

Bhe clasped him rondly to herself

YSee Naples nnd die,” abe whispered,
“hut the spirlt will come to Bellagglo”

THE EXD,
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Taft Transfer Co.
Draying...

Wood Yard
HAY, FLOUR and FEED

For Sale

Office Phone 2 Residence 222 M

l

Our Red Apple Specials

ete.

15 acres, 2 miles out on the West side, 300 Newtowns 3-years "old,
200 peach trees 1 year old, new packing house. For a quick sale this prop-
erty can be bought for about half its value on reasonable terms; see us in
regard to full particulars.

30 acres only 2 miles from town, highly improved, 334 acres bearing
apples, 2 acres bearing cherries, 15 acres 2 to 3 year old apples, 1 acre as-
paragus, 3 acres garden; good T-room house, bath, electric lights, het and
cold water, barn and other buildings; team, wagon, buggy, harness, tools,
Price only $35,000 easily worth $45,000. TERMS.

117 acres, 3 miles from P.0O,, 2000 apple trees, mostly Spitz and New-
towns from 2 to 12 yrs. old, 250 pear trees, 125 cherry, 100 walnut and 100
peach trees; $300 sprayer, span of horses, wagon, chickens, tools, ete.
Four room house and good barn. Price only $40,000 for a short time. TERMS.
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WE HAVE OTHERS

One acre or hundreds

It wiil pag geu to scc our list

liariman & Thompson

Chamber of Commerce Buliding
PORTLAND, OREGON
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J. . BATCHELDER

Office, 215 Cascade Avenue

HOOD RIVER, OREGON

REAL ESTATE TRANSFERS
FOR WEEK JUST ENDING

Furnished by the Hood River Ab-
stract Company.
Thomas E Dwler to Hulda Dyer,

A3 acres southenst of Hood River,
4250
GGea F Coe to Tell W Blount, enst

40 feet of lot 6 block 1 town of Wan-
coma $1200

Albert Button to Albert Sutton
Company, 160 acres near Greenpolint

E T Folta to Arthur T Fuller undl-
vided half interest In 2564 acres above
| Mount Hood store

J K Carson to James iR Cash three.
fourthe of an aere west of Gill's store
S0

?

Fannle Jones to Ethel P Bowman, |

10 acres East Crapper district

Geo S Eaton et al to J H Day
nbout 21 acres south of Plue Grove

Oregon Lumber Company to Ed-
ward Jorgenson 8§ acres near Dee

Willlam Wilson Stevenson to E E
Ferguson and J J Reuter, 320 ncres
about 8 miles southeast of Hood
River

F E Denlson to Norman D Root, 20
acres 6 mlles west of Tuckers bridge |

| $2000

Louls C Weygandt to Willlam Hen-
derson Tobey 80 acres Upper Valley
LR ILLT]

S A Clark to W H Chipping ball
nere In Adams Paradise acreage

Frank O Kaven to Charles A Dano
lote 1 and 2 block 2 Idlewild addition

Northern Paciflie Rallway Com.
pany to Stanley-Smith Lumber Com.
pany 40 acres west of Crapper scnool
£330

Property mortgaged $32,600
| Mortgages relensed $21.450

: Mortgages assigned $1,500

A Common Cold

| We claim that If catching cold
could be avolded rome of the most
|q!nnz\=mua and fatal disenses would
| never be heard of, A cold often lorms
a calture bed for germs of Infections
||llsunm‘ Consumption, pnenmaonia,
diptherin and scarlet fever, four of
the most dangerous and fatal dis-
|w|wﬁ. nre of this elnss, The culture
bed formed by the cold (avors the
development of the germs of these
|1 Aeases thnt wotlld not otherwise
1 I ] th i

find lodgment. There 1 lttle dan.
ger, however, of any of thege diseases
belng contracted when s good ex-
pectorant cough medicing like Cham.
berlain's Cough Kemedy Is used, It
cleans out these colture beds that

]

favor the development of the germs |

of these disenses, That & why this
remedy I8 proving o unlversally sue-
| cessful in preventing pnenmonia, [t
| not only enres your cold guickly, but
minimizes the risk of contracting
these dangerons diseases.  For sale
by all good dealers,*

Convention

The third annual convention of the
Christinn and Misslonary Alllance
will be held In the Alllance chapel
e, 23 27,
will be Rev, C, H. CUhreleman, district
superintendent, Portland, and Miss
Emma Kreater, Indin, Service each
| aiternoon and evening, The puablie
e cordinlly invited to attend, O E

Perry, pastor,

The principal spenkers

Quick

Successiu]
Satisfactory

Well Drilling

DONE WITH A

STAR WELL DRILLING OUTFIT

FOR PARTICULARS ADDRESS

APPLE LAND & ORCHARD COMPANY
HOOD RIVER, OREGON

OfMce, No. 5 Ouk Streel Fhones, 26 or 2002-X

GET YOUR MILK

FROM

The Payson Dairy Supply Co.
MOUNTAIN GLEN FARM

Pure, Wholesome, Healthful, from Cows and Stables
that are SANITARY.

H. N. PAYSON, City Salesman THOS. CALKINS, Dairyman

Phone 281-X

Stranahan & Clark

M oAV E

Potash
Nitrate of Soda
Bone [leal

Ready [llixed Fertilizers, Kanit, Land Plaster,
Lime, Cement.

Tankage
Blood [Meal
Super Phosphate

(8

Don't

2

the Hood River District

WITHOUT INVESTIGATING

Leave

Naturnl advantages for fruit growing
unexcelled. Land prices have doubled in

MOSier val Iey last two years But are not half that ssked

for similar land in other sections Buy
now before speculators addstheir profita

CoMmMERCIAL CLUB oF MOSIER

MOSIER, OREGON 6 Miles East of Hood River, Oregon

To Those Who believe in Patronizing Home Industry

When you lay in your winter
supply of Flour and Feed, ask for

CUPID FLOUR

AND

HOMEMILLED FEED

1f yvour dealer does not want

1t, come to Us

t-'l’.'.!;"i_"

CUPID IS STILL. MADE FROM OLD WHEAT

Hood River IMitling Company




