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The Lure of
the Mask

By HAROLD MAC GRATH

Capyright, 1908, by the Bebbs
Memill Co
ONTINUED FROM LAST WEEK

CHAPTER Xl

A X OF CIGARS
\ war up to Rome Hillard
s pupll bad & second

ompartmeat all to

e vl The tralo was &
Lkt ¢ the day of slow travel
hus iy, and the ery of
e s ver the iand

I hnnge of cars at Rome
aod f iwo hours
1T 1+ M Merritiow

secredd y

Bt A boxes of clears to CArry
Alyuk were good clgars and cost
him §$15 e coversd themn with some

f

Open River Transportation Co |
Broemen J. N, TEAL

Opearnted 6 protect thoss Lving along the Rive |
0. C. Deay, Gaoars! Agent
Favi & Twiwssn, Dock Ageat

R.

) SOk Lue

£x UNIOH PACIFIC
TINE TABLE

EfMective Sunday, Sept. 12, trains
will arrive and depart at Mood River,
Oregon, on the following schedule:

WEST BOUND

MWo, b Oregrn & Washington Limited 550 A M
Ke. & Portland Bxpress &0

¥e L Son-Spokane Poartland R4
Wo, 11. Pacifie Fapress AP M
Ne 7. Pertland Specml 17

Temin Ne 1l makes all stops between Hood
Rirer and Portiand.

Trais No # will stop enly at Wyetk Cascade
Loeks, Bamnevilla, Hrda! Ve, Troutdaele, Fair
view, Columbea Peach, Latourelis and Corbetts,

Traine Na L No band No 7 wil make &
beiwess Huod River and Fortland |

EAST BOUND
« lantie Exprees
iemgo Special
agon & Washington Limited B85 P M

o iteps

026 A M

Ss |

Spekane Portiand .00
Fa * Lake Exprese 1026
oa ot all sations sast of Hood Hive

e at Mosier, The Dallea, Celilo, Des-
e, Arlingten, U'matilla, Hermistor
#ianfies a6 and ather way statinne
He. sand No. ) stop enly st The Dallea, Umatil
W, Pendlaton, Gibbon Lairande and Baker Clty. |
Ne 8 will only handle passengers for Nampa
Idabe. and paints sast thersof.

| turers set out
|ll.l:mo-1.4 "

| glance wt

newspa
ed by
them loto
wunld
L Yo Sanee
'to nveld It
wis guing
had not made a confidant of his guide
As they were boanding the train they
noticed two gentlemen getting into the
forward compartiwent of the carriage

slipping
Hillard
liis ex-

soue legerdemaln in

otue of hbis Cuses

bave esctured bl on

But sotie hours later he

to be very sorry

Huwmph' Our friend with the scar,”
gsald Hillard We do not seem able to
shake bhim.'

“1'd like shake him He goes
agealnst the graln somehow.™ Merrl
hew swung Into the compartmment, I
wooder why the Sandfords dropped
him?

For some good reason, They are a
fibera! pi aod If our friend forward
yended it must bave been some-
thing e pale of forgivepess,
But | shon 1 ke to know where old
aloy .J Is. | wmiss bim.™

"!’u w devil sald Merribew, with

‘Mtreless sympathy

The traln started.
. 11--;:1-- Carlo Gold, gold, little
round pleces of gold!" Merrihew rub-

bed his ban 14 | ko A miser

‘Hard to get and heavy to hold!™
guoted EHillard I suppose that you
have a systew slready worked out™

Of course. 1 shall win If 1 stick to
fe."

“Or If the
system, my

money lasts, Bury your
boy. It will do you mo
good, Trust to luck only. Monte Car-
o Is the graveyard of systems.”

‘But maybe my system s the one.

| You can't tell 411 1 have trisd it

Soon the traln began to Ut luto the
mwguntalus, the beautiful Apennines.
By the time they arrived In Genoa,
Inte at night, both compared favorably

thut he |

pers and at the station succeed- |

und this was o 2] way |

for Monte Carlo wix drawing out, npa
they woere belng left behind. Hillard
swore and Merribew went white with
hwputent unger If only he could hit
souwelbing! The inspector swiled and
went vo with bis deadly work, When
be was certaln that they could not pos-
£ibly cateh the traln he handed the
cigars to thelr owner and poloted to
a sigo the other side of the barricade.

“What sthall 1 do now, Jack?™ Merrl-
bew asked

“I refuse to help you
selr”

So Merribew, hopeless and subdued,
went into the room designated, saw
the cigars taken out and welghed, took
the bl and presented it with a hun-
dred lire note at the little window in
the off room,

Procuring bls change, be found Hil
lard sitting disconsolately on the bar-
ricade.

“l hope you are perfectly satisfied,”
sald Hillard, with an amisbility which
wouldn't

Find out your-

where.,

“Ob, I'm satisfled,"” answered Merrl-
hem, He stuffed bis pockets with cl-
gars, slammed the boxes Into the case
and locked them up

“l warned you about tobaceo.

“1 know it

“You should have told me."

“l know that, too, but 1 dido’'t want
you to lecture me."

“A lecture would have been better
than walting here io this barn for

| three hours.”

“Three hours?' despoudently,

“Ob, there's m restaurant, but it's not
much better than this, I's bad—@les
and greasy plates®™

And by the tlme they bad found the
Ristoraute "Toruaghl — miserable and

| unlaviting—they were laughing.

with the eomlers In the barbor of Na- |

| ples

Early the next morning the adven-
for Monte Carlo—more
compartment  flled
women and children, But the beauty
of the Hiviera was compensation,
Ventimiglia, or Vintimlille,
Ister sound o the ears of the traveler
if perchance be be a man fond of hls
tobaceo. The train drew in. A dozen
steps more and one was virtually In
France. But there is generally a slight
hiteh before one tnkes the aforesald
steps—the French customs. A porter
kepped his head Into the wipdow.

“Right winuted for examination of
iuggage!” he cried
“Come, Dot eried Hillapd;

| were golug,”

with |
| Europe ten years

has a slo. |

“Ouly 1 wish 1 knew where they
was Hillard's regret

“They ?" sald Merribew

“Yes. The woman with Kitty is the
woman I'm going to fnd If | stay In
And when [ fod
her I'm going to marry ber."”

“Sounds good,"” sald Merrihew, pour-
ing himself a third glass of very indif-
ferent Beaune

“And they may be golng anywhere

| but to Monte Carlo—Parls, Cherbourg,

Calals. Io my opinlon, Monte Carlo is

| the last place two such women are

| Hkely to go to alone.”

80 they =at In the dingy restaurant,

| s king and laughing and grumbling

till the next tralo was apoounced. At

“lively If | 4 that afternoon they arrived without

we wani good senls when we come | further mishap at the most interesting
| statlon of Its size In Europe, Moute
Afver n short skirmish they located | Carlo

vut.. We change tralns.”
thelp belongings.
e pmilent,
Among Yhe ‘tors at Ventlmiglia
is & amall, wizened Frenchman with a
face as cold and Impassive as the sand
blown sphing He possesses, among
other accomplishments, a nose pecul
lar Jess for 1ts ahape than for itz smell.
He can “smell out” tebaccd as a_witch
doctor o Zululand smells out a “devil”
Fate directed this Individual toward
the Awmerfcans. Hillard knew bim of
old, sand he never forgets a face, this

They would bhave to

IS

| wizened |itrle man.

“Monsjeur bas vothing to declare?”
he asked.

Hylsrd mude a opegative slgn and
opened lls cases With wscarce a
thelr cootents aod waving
aslde the coupuons the Inspector ap-
plied the chalk and turned to Merri-
bew

“Monglenr has nothing to declare?’

e repeuted
Merrihew sbook his bhead alrlly.
“Nieote, nlents!” be sald in bis best

He 410 pot undergtand what
He merely bad

Itallan,
the luspector sald

Passsngery for local paints sant of Hood Hiver ‘lllﬂ[n lons.

most take train Na. 1T or train Na 10 te g«
whieh they step |
J. H. FREDRICY, Agent.

Taft Transfer Co.
Draying. ..

Wood Yard
HAY, FLOUR and FEED

Fer Sale

Rewidazce So-M

Office Phone ¥

L. B. STEVENS & CO,
Cigars, Jobaccos,
Supplies
Cenfectionery, Stationery,
Notions, Ete.

Step (» ot The Pasetime
On tha Heights

SaP2sIRIPISISISIGS
FITYTYTYY

! C.F.SUMNER
Lavatories

Toilets
Sinks

PLUMBING

scwer and Praln

TE 3

Smohers'

inta st | “Look!"

suddenly exelnimed Hillard.

Passing out of the door which led to
Iiberty and to France, their luggage
{guaranteed by cubalistic chalk marks,
were two women. One of them was
lvn'ﬂl_ the other was not

“Kitty Kllligrew, as [ live!" shouted
|Merrihew, makiog a dash for the door

But the lnspector blocked the way,
beckoned to & gendarme, who came
|over, and calmly polnted to Merrl
bew's unopetcd casen

“Open!” suld the Inspector.

“But"— Merribew struggled to pass.
| “For heaveu's sake" cried Hillard,
|“be patlent and open the cases at
| GBCe

Merribew bandled Lls keys clumsily
It ls ever thus when one is In a burry

"inally be threw back the lids, fesling
that o anotbher moment be must bave
|apouted Itnilan or French out of pure
| maglc sliuply to tell this fool lnspector
what be thought of hilm

“Obo, monsiewur Ip a burry!"” mocked
Ibe Inapectur. “Nothing, nothing!” He

took out two boxes of clgars
“Why the devll dido't you tell me
you bad them? Hlillard demanded

wrattifully. To find the women by this
of luck and then to lose them
for two boxes of clgnrs! 1t was

struke
agnin
maddening

The Inapector
hew'n |
elstre
e even
oliar box

went through Merri-
ns with premeditated
Everything had to come out.
opened the shaving sets, the
the pin cases and the tie

LY I3

b g

LU yon hasten? asked Fillard,

[vwa do wish to miss this traln.”
““Mhers follow,” s=ald the Inspector

laconloally. |

Hillsrd produced a five frafde plece
I'he luspector lmughed without nolse
and ahook hin head. This ane Inspector
s impervious to money or amooth
speechos He |a the law personified,
Inezorable

Hilinrd rolued his eyes, bul saw

ther Kitty nor the velled Iady aguln
Douliticas they were already on the
train Fiad Merribew been an old
traveler e would have left him to get
to Monte Carle the best way he eould
but Merrihew was as heipless as a

chtid, and he hadn't the heart to desert
though he degerved to he desert-

(ot
Mugding!
whee'! went

the bell Whee-
whisgle The train

went
the

py— -

And then Into the omnlbus adjoln

| ing came the man with the scar.

|

The Riviera, from San Remo on the
Italian side to Cannes on the French,
possesses n singular beauty

Villefranche stands above Nice, be-
tween that white city and Monte Car.
lo. It Is quiet and lovely. For this
reason the great army of tourisis pass
It by, There Is no easino, no band, oo
streets full of tantallzing shops. On
the very western llmit of Villefranche,
on the winding white roand which rises
out of Nice, s a modest little villa, so
modest that a ballerina would scorn
It and a duchess (guore It

In the balcony La Slgnorine reposed
In a steamer chalr, gazlog seaward.

| The awning cast a warm glow as of

gold upon ber face and balr, a trans.
parent sbadow. She was at thls meo-
ment the most precious thing upon
which the eye wmay look, a wholly
begutiful* woman, Kitty Killligrew,
stauding in the casement wilodow,
stared at her slently, not without
sowe envy, not without some aws,
What was going on behind those
dreamy eves?

“Hilda " said Kitty.

“Yes, Kitty"

“Who anod what are yom?'
anked Lirnvely

La Bignoripg's eyes wanderad til)
they met Kitty's,

“And what good would It do yon to
know? Would it bring mouey from
bome any soouer? You salready kmow
that | am unhappy. The adveuturess
always In"

“"Adventuress ¥
fully. *“The proprietor

Kitty

Kitty laughed scorn:
pretends  he

| La Bignosina turned again (n a passion

fieree and sudden,

does not know you, but 1 am certaln
he does. He forgets himself sometimes
in the way he bows to you"

Kitty paused, then asked:

“Won't you tell me what the secret
a7

“How
looks!™

“You know all aboot me,”
Kitty stubibornly

“Becanse you told me. 1 never asked
you a single question.”

“In It—-love?

“Love!" l.a  Bignorinn  shrugged
“Poor Kitty, you nre trying In vain to
make a romance out of my Ife. Yon
should not read so mach ™

beautiful  that white sall

went on

bave passed muster any-

| When 1 tell you that Mr.

| actly =afe

fresb Bread, Pics

“It Is not curiosliy,” declared Kitty.
*It Is becanuse [ love you and because
It mnkes me sad when | hear you
Inugh, when | see you beat your bands
agaiust the chalr ns you did Just now."

La Siguorina turned again In a pas
slon which was as fierce us It was sud
den,

“There Is & man,’
eyes dllating, “But I loathe hlm, 1
hate him, I ablhor him! And were It
not wicked to kill be would bave been
dead long ago. Euvough! If you ever
ask another question 1 will leave you."

“l am sorry,” sald Kitty. “He was
false to you nnd broke your heart.”

“No, Kitty. only my prtdt-"

“It Is a strange world,” mused Kitty.

“Let us turn to our affalrs. [ re
celved a letter today.”

“From home?" eagerly.

“l bave no home, Kitty. The letter
Is from a friend In Naples. Mr. Hil-
lard and Mr. Merrlhew, friends of
yours, are o [taly. "

Kitty could scarcely belleve ber
ears, “Where are they? Where are
they stapplug?”

“That 1 do not know. But listen
They bave started out to flnd us.
Hillard s
the gentleman | dined with that wight
before we salled you will understund
my reasons for wishing to aveld him
From this time on we must never ap-
pear on the streets without our wells,
If by chance we meet them we must
give no sign. It will be ooly for a Wt
tle while. Your letter will come soon,
and you may renew your acqualutance
with these two gentlemen wheu you
return home. It may be hard for you,
but If you wish to stay with me my
will must be a law unto you"

“Not to speak to them If we meel
them?" urged Kitty Io dlsmay. “But
that 13 cruel of you. They are both
gentlemen.”

“I do not know Mr. Merrthew, but |1
can say that Mr. Hillard s a gentle-
man. As for being cruel, | am pot;
ouly selfish.™

“Are you not a queen who bas run
away from a kingdom?' asked Kitty
bitterly. “One reads about them avery
day in the papers."”

“My dear, you are free to chioose one
of two paths. [ shall not urge you one
way or the other, but you must choose
now.'

Several minntes passed, - Kitty look-
ed out to sen, and La Signorina closed
ber eyes. In her heart Kitty knew that
#he could no more leave this woman
than she could fiy. She was heid by
curlosity, by sentiment, by the rowman-
tic mystery

“I bave chosen,” she sald at keogth
“1 shall stay with von™

“Thanks, Kitty. And now
fairs of the company
three days and bhave lost stendlly. To
night will be the Jast chance. Win or
lose, tomorrow we shall return to Ven
ice. 1 do not ke the Wlea of golng
to. Monte Carlo at night. It s ant ex
Bot eluce begears mostu't
be choosers we must go. Again 1
warn you to speak to no one while |
am playing and under no elrenm
stances ralse your vell Ther havs be
gun to notice us, bat It will end to
night. 1 was mad to think that | could
win. Aund, by the way, Kitty, we shall
not go back to the Campo Formosa."

Kitty accepted thls news bLirightly
If there was ope place she huted ft
was the Campo

“Now ruo and dress”
Signoriva,  “Let me dream
more while the sun sets.”

She knew men tolerably well.  After
thirty they cease to follow vislons—
they scek tangible thinge. No, they
must never meet agaln, It would not
be wise. Her heart, galled by disll
luslon, might not withstand much
stormiog  And ghe had no wish to add
this Irretrievable folly to the original
blunder She was afrald

No; they must go their separate ways
til the end. With a sigh she rose apd
went Into the room. Kitty was busy
with the finlshing touches of her toilet
The older woman kissed her fondly

“And do yon realize that you are the
wost Leautiful woman In the werld?™
asked Klitty

“Little Qutterer!”

“And If | were a man"—KIitty paused
="1'd fall ip love with you and marry
you."”

La Siguorina looked into the mirrer.

she hilssed, hes

the af
We have played

advived La
a little

['TO BR CONTINUND]

NURSERY STOCK

For big, well matured spple trees, standing
from b to 7 feet in row. Newtonn and Spita, eall

or wrils
S. W. HEPPNER
Two Miles Went of Town

Duffy & Zimmerman

Dappy New VYear

Begin the new year "%':t by buying tbe
Lot for your Pome before prices ad-
vance. I bave the best Rceldencc lots
in the city. Hlso Industrial Sites and
Business Lots.

f. Batchelder

215 Cascade Avenue

Phone 70

To Those Who believe in Patronizing Home lndustry

When you lay in your winter
supply of Flour and Feed, usk for

CUPID FLOUR

AND=

HOMEMILLED FEED

If your dealer does not wans
. . to supply it, come to Us. .

CUPID IS STILL. MADE FROM OLD WHEAT

Hood River Mitling Company

e e,

-

DEAN & SHAW

Etectrical Furnishers

H. R. Banking & Trust Bldg. i

HOME PHONE 3

S —

HOOD RIVER, ORE

3
BUY YOUR GROCERIE.:

FROM

WOOD & HUGGINS

THE SPOT CASH GROCERY

=

3

The largest stock to select from. Our large trade
enables you to always get the freshest goods at
our store, We make a specialty of fancy
and high grade stock. Give us a call.

WOOD & HUGGINS

Phone 7

TYYY YT /I YT Y I Y YT Iy YysrYw

!E

!

H. H. BanLsy

BAILEY & COLBY
Electric Wirlng and Fixtwres

All kinds of Electrieal
Supplies at Moderate Prices

Office and Display Room ut 117 Btate Btroet

Shop Phene 721-K R osi danon Phone 381

IR DD

and Cakes daily

Fancy and Waedding Caﬁcl
Made te Order

Model Bakery

Hucensmors to T, H, Williama

REAL ESTATE!

If you want
Portland City Property

or
Willammette Valley
Lands
you can get the best on
best terms by writing
or visiting
D. N Byerlee

St Johrne, Oregon ‘

FURNITURE STORE

Dresseres s—
Carpets

Art Squares
[ inoleums

ALSO BUILDING MATERIAL

- — -

S. E. BARTMESS

Hood River, Oregon




