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The Lure of
the Mask

By HAROLD MAC GRATH

Capyright, 1908, by ihe Bobbs
Merrill Co.

(CONTINUED FROM LAST WEEK)

CHAPTER VI
TUE TOSS OF A COIN,
ILLARD made an inexcusably
careless shot. He grounded his
ve aud stood back from the
table. That was the way ev-
erything seemed to go—at tennls, at
squash, nt tencing, at billiards, It was
all the snme

"1 suy. Javk,
you anyhow ¥
patience.

“It was bad,” Hillard agreed. “Per-
baps 1 am not taking the interest in
the game that | formerly took.”

“And when | make a proposition,”
pursued Merribew, “to ride to the Cat-
skilly and back, something you would

what's the matter with
usked Merrthew, out of

have Jumped ot a year ago, you shake
your head. Thiuk of It! By George,
you bad a bully time last year! You
swore It was the best trip we ever
took on the horses. Where's your spirit |
of adventure '

“I'm sure | dou't know where It is
Bhall we Anksh the game ™

“Not If yvou're golng to throw It like
this,"” declared Merrihew

“Ten and a string agalnst your hailf
a wiring” sald Hillard, stodyiog the
score. Il bet a bottle that 1 beat
you,"

“"Done!™ sald Merribew. Belng on
his mettle, he made n clean score of
twenty, five to go. "l can see you pay-
Ing for that check, Jaok."

But the odds tingled Hillard's blood
He settled down n brilllant play
and turned sixty.one In beautiful form,

Tater the two passed upstalrs to the
secluded aleove. Merribew flled the
glasses with the nlr of ong who would
Jike to pass the remaloder of bis days
dolng the same thing—not that he was
pverfond, but eacl bottle temporarily
weeded out that crop of lmperishable
debits. To bim the worldl grew roseate
and kindly viewed through the press
of the spirkling grape, and Invariably
he saw fortune beckouning to the card
tables

“Now, then, Jack, I've got you where
I want you. Who Is she?

“Omn my word, 1 don’t know

“Then there Is n w eried Mer.

to

wnan M

ribiew. 1 knew It. Nothing else would
g0 demornlize von, Drink a bealth to
her ™

Hillard ralsed bls gliss and touched
that of his comrade For the peace of
his mind he detormined to tell Merrd
hew the whole adveniure

“*To the Indy In the fog!™

“Fog?" hiankly

“Well, the lady In the mask.™

he sald,
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“Fog, mask? Two of thewm ¥

“No, only one. Ouce | met ber In the
fog, and then 1 wet her (o the mask.”

“1'll drink to ber. but "'t hanged If
I dou't belleve you're coddling me”
sald Merrihew disappolntedly, “This
Is New York™

"The whole story, Juck, detalls and
all; no half portions”

Hillved told the yarn slmply, omit
tlug nothing essentinl. He even ndded
that for three weeks he bad boeen the
author of the personsal Inquiry as to
the whereabouts of one Mme, Angot

“l don't know, Dan, but this hans
taken so strong a hold on me that |
shan't forget It soon. lmaglne It your
self. Oh, but she could sing! | am a
man pot to be held lo the leash of an
adventure Ilke this, but she held me
How? By the hope that one doay |
might see her face with no vell of
mystery hold ber off at arm's
length.*

Merrihew was greatly excited. He
was for ordering a second bottle, but
Hillnrd stayed bl

“Ny George! And you nre sure that
It was at the Sandfonds' 7

“1 am positive. But there s a puzzle
that 1 have failed to solve—8andford's
cable and the coretnker's decluration

to

I know thnt | was In that house. The
patrolman says that be has seon no
Hght In the bouse since the fawmlily

anlled for Afrien. It Is po dreamn, but
It begins to look ns If | were the vie-
tim of some fine hong ™

“It s more than 4 hoax, In my opin
lon. Walt il Sandford returns and
nds hils sliver goge™

Hillard started

“And his gold plate.” continued Mer-
ribew, pleased with the [dea. “My
boy, that's what It ls—the best dodge
I ever henrd of. It will make a good
story for Sundny papers. Yoo
wor't Le In it unless she rfopes you o
ns an accomplioe™

“I'm a romaotje ass!™ Hillnrd sighed.
Leddy Lightfinger! If this turned out
to be the ense he wonld never trust a
human Wwing ngain

“Let's tuke that ride on the horses™
Merribew urged. “That'll clear your
hrain of this seatimental fog.”™

“No!" Iillard struck his bhands to-
gether. *I've a better |dea than that
1 shall go to Italy, and you shall go
with we.*

the

“lLmprorssthile Why, I'm all but
broke."

“I'll take you as a companjon, I'm n
slek man, Dan. I'm llkely to jJump

overboard If some one lsn't watching
me every minute.*

“I'd Ilke to go, Jack Heaven and
eairth, tmt 1 should! But | enn't poss)
bly go to It with a letter of credit
no more than twenty-five hundred, and
that's nll there I8 In the exchequer at

v

present.”
‘Detween such friends ne we are'—
“That racket won't work. 1 conld

not take a moment's peace If 1T did not
feel fnd pendernt.”

“But I'm pot golog to glve it to yon”
Hillard protested I nm golng to lend
It to you ™

“And could 1 ever pay you back If 1
accepted the loan " humorousls

“There's Monte Ca You might
pull down n tidy sum,” sald the tempt
©r

“That's the way, you beggar. Hit
me on the soft =ide” TNMut Merrihew

| was still oldurate

“Now, Hsten to renson, Dan. If you
walt for the opportunliy to go to Eu
rope von'll ih vain You must

i spportunity. One must have

nly thoroughly. The
go bevcomoes less nnd lesa as
alder Besldes
education

enjovy It

one grows

It completes

put

every man's 1l the

A scar ran from his check to his chin
proposition In a way you can't possibly
get round. You will always have that
thousnnd, so don’t worry about that
You hinve twenty-Ave hundred oo band,
you say With that yon can see ltaly
like n pirince for three months"
“What's the propositton?” Merrihow
dralned the Lottle

“This—1'll ngree to take not a penny
more than twentyfive haodred my
welf. We'll go on equal terms.  Why,”
confldently, “besldes living ke n
prince you'll have four buoodred to
throw away at rouletle Boy, you
have never seen Haly; therefors yon
o not know what beauty 8 When
we evettually Innd at Bellaglo, on
Lake Como, nnd T take your llly white
hand In mine and lead you up to
the terrnce of Villa Serbellont and or
der ten, then you will redlize that you
have otly begun to Hve-gardens, tow
ering Alps. the green on one
glde and the green Comb on Lhe other

Leceo

and Bwies champagne at 2140 the
mrt! Eh?
“And theo ™ HUInrd added, “thera's

Ritty Killlgrew slnging ber heart out

to & people who can't understand &
word she's sitging ™

“Can It be done for twenty-five hun-
drea) ¥

Mervibew «®ewed his clgar with sob-
dued ferceness.  He knew very well
thint he was destined to go to Europe.

Kitty Killigrew, who hod promlsed to
mall the route they were to play and
hadu't!

“It Is written, Pun, that you shall
go with me."

“We'll settle this argument right
bere now.” Merribew drew out a coln.
“Cul] It,” e cried recklessly

“Heads!"

The coln flickered In the light, feil
rand proved that all money |8 perverse
tby rolling under the davenport upon
| which they were sitting. An amusing
| bunt followed. They ran thelr hands
| over the floor, turned the rug, pulled
out the davenport and looked behind,
burnued Inpuwmernable matcbes und fioal-
Iy rang for the attendant. The sltua-
tlon was explained, und be procured a
candle. e was ultimately succeasful.

“Here It Is, sle."
W hat it, head
Merrihew weakly,
“Hend, sir,” sald the attendant,
“Keep I1," Merrihew generous-

ly. even sndly He never got up a
game of chance thut he did not get the
worst of It. Auod now, Italy! All that
way from home! “Boy, bring up a bot-
tle of 't

“And the lady In the mask?* asked
Merribew ns they at length stood up.

“1 must relegnte her to the fog she
came out of. But It would be a fright-
ful thing If—1r"— He hesltated to form
the words.

But Merribew hnd no such scrgple,
“If the sllver nod plate were missing
| when the Sandfords return?™

“Oh, bosh! It's all some joke, and
I'm the butt of It She was in that
house by the =ame authority she rode
the horse™

“A womnn of that sort would have
no difficulty In boodwinking the stable-
men,” declired Merrihew

“By the way,” he continued, “recelv-
ed a postal from Kitty this morning
from Gibraitar. Fine trip. Visited the
gun galleries nnd the antlque foraiture
shops. Says no slgn of prima donoa
ns yet, but belleves her to be on board

or tall? asked

Is

unld

O'Mally's on the water wagon., Buat
' Kitty aggmvates me”
“What has she done pow, refused

yYou by marconlgraph?

“No, but
dress."

“Addre=s Lep care Cook's, Florence,
| Rome, Venlee, It's the popular mal)
box of Europe, and If she has glven
them the address they will forward.”

“That helps considerably. I'm glad
there's one Cook which can be relied
on."

“In the morning Ul arrange for pas-
eage. We'll try the Celtie”

“'Nl leave the business end of the
teip to you,”

“The first Saturday in Mareh, then,
If we can get booking. That will be in
less than two weeks™

In the lobby of the club ns they
were about to enter the coat room HI-
lard ran Into one of several gentlemen

sh

e promised me her ad-

lesulng
“Pardon me,™ he gaid, stepping aside
“Non fwmporta!™ sald the steanger,

with n graceful wave of the hands

Hillard looked quiekly into the gen-
tleman’s face. “I nm clumsy,” he sald
| in Itallan

Then the other stared at him and
| emiled, For a moment there wns a

brief tablean, in which each took the
other's moasure and noted the color of
| the eyes, The man was an excecdingls
handsome Italian, for all that a scar
| rani from his cheek to his chin, It was
all over o a moment, and Hillard and
Merrihew proceeded to the stroet
“Handsome duffer,” wag Merribew's
| comment. “But yon never c¢an tell a
| man by his looks. GUaze on me, for In
stnnce."™
bhome!™ Hillard
Jovially on the shoulder

“Go glapped him

“Home! Al yes! But shall I have
n home to go to when 1 get back?
You have roped me In nleely My
poor little twentyfive hundred! But

Swiss champagne ut £1.40 the guart
Well, every cloud bhas jts lining."
As Hlliard ey nny
swer to bhis personal, he discontinued
it. Truly, she bad returned to the fog
out of which she had come. But It
was no less diffieult for him to take uj
| the dally affalrs agnln. What mystery
velled her? Whither had shie gone?
Glovannol was delilghted when
heard He would go,
and nct ns valet to the signor and his
| friend

never eivixd nn

b

the news Lo

till they put out for Rome
| Then, of course, he would be obliged to
| leave them Oceasionally  Hillard

wonld renson with him regarding his

deadly projects But when a Latio
| declares that he has seen through
Wood, persuasions, arguments, en-

freatles, thrents do not prevall. He
comforted hlmself with the oplnlon,
however, that Glovanni's hunt would

come to no successful end

“You will surely fall Into the hands
of the pollee.”

*What God wills comes true. Rut
by this tlme they will have forgotten
me."

“But your man might be dead ™

“He Is not dead. If he were some
thing would tell me."

"1t Is & bad buslpness, and 1 wish you
no luck.”

Glovannl smiled easlly. Wishea sel
dom Interfere with any one

“I wiil doubie your wages.” said Hil
lard, “If you will go where 1 go and
return with me when T come back to
| Amerien.”

A depreenting
It 1s nothing. 1
kind. "

“Are yon

ot confoss
O, 1 am n g

"Take yoursell off
with yon."

. .
| It was a drizzling, fogoy

|
I

“Money ?
after my

movement
nm rich

utill In the church"
reculnrly n
ol i‘.‘l”l”"]"“

I am dlspleased

week,

nnoee

. - . L] .

momming

¢ When they drove down te the boat
But the atmosplioric effects made no

lmpresslon on the volaille Merrihew
Avd be bod sn exe for all things, frow
| the Luskets of frull and fowers, mes-
sengers wWith ilnte orders from the
Plh-ra L leddl furewells, tw  the
sipnalling babliles in Uie steernge
At 4 ¢ s Ll Were on the high
seas. hending for the Azares Hillard
was dreaming, aid Merribew was stu
dlously smployed over a booklet on
how 1o preak ltnidan in ones das Gilo
yannl, wh bl bewnn arrangiug the
lngeage ®oup oh dech He bad
tWo packets of letters and telogramns
Oue be gave to Merribew and the
other to hils wmaster
Hillard founid among bils n bulky en-
velope postmarked Naples Naplesa!

A erumpled Llack silk mask.
He sut up, It had been addressed to
the house and the address typewritten.
“Look at 1hls!” e erled
"Good Lord!"™ Day gasped, his feet
coming down to the deck,
Hillurd 18 holding up for his in-
Epectlon 4 crumpled bisck silk mask
TO BE CONTINUED] |
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Wanted Orchard Land!?

@ I have buyers for improved and unim-
proved Apple Land, 10 to 160 acres.
What have you to sell? € Also income
property in Portland to trade for Orchard.

). F. BATCHELDER

Phone 163M Hoop RIVER, OREGON
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H. R. Banking & Trust Bldg.
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BUY YOUR GROCERIES

4 3

WOOD & HUGGINS
THE SPOT CASH GROCERY
The largest stock to select from. Our large trade
enables you to always get the freshest goods at
our store. We make a specialty of fanecy
and high grade stock. Give us a call.

| WOOD & HUGGINS
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H. H. BaiLey
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" 21 Supplies at Moderate Prices
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FURNITURE STORE

Dressers——

Carpets
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Art Squares
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S. E. BARTMESS

Hood River, Uregon




