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CHAPTER VL
INTO THE FOO AGAIN,
HESENTLY she spoke, still play-
Ing softly,
“My father was an American,
my mother Itallan, Buot | have

lived In Europe uvearly all my life.
There! You have more of my history
than | Iotended telllng you'" The

music went dreamlly,

“1 koew It! Who but an American
woman would have the courage to do
what you ure dolng tonight? Who
bar one of mine own countrywomen
would trust me s0 wholly and accept
me so frankly for what | am—an
Amerienp gentlemnn ¥

“Softly ! she warued.
a pit for your vanity ™

“No 1 um an American gentleman,
and | am proud of It though this state-
ment In your ears may have a school-
boy riog ™

“A pobliity In this country?
slhle!

“Not the kind you
manach de Gotha
bllity of ithe heart and the mind.”
was very much In rarnest now.

“Indeed!” The muske stopped, and

“You will dig

Impos-

I spenk of the no-
He
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find In the Al |

the turned. She rvznn]_ul his enrnest- | “Come, that Is not brave. You can " He bent quickly and kissed not the

ness with favor. He contluued: retreat illl your shoulders touch the

hand, but the wrist where the marks

“I have troveled wuch. | buve found At but I must stand this side of the | of his fHugers w1l reranlned fmlut!y.
noblewen everywhere, In all climes,  lne, unable to reach you. And you He squarml hiwself aod guzed jong
and ulso | have fouud beasts. Ol 1| bave the advantage of the mask be- and steadfustly iuto ber syes. There

kldes. You are oot a falr fencer."
“The odds should be In my faver, 1

A A woman.

strong ns yours.”

tolfess that my couutry ls wot wholly
free from the benst! But the beast
bhere 1s o beast—shunoed, discredited,
outcast, On the other side, If be be
wentioned in the Almanach, they give
Ll sashes and decorutions. Aud they
credit us with belug money mad! It
Is wot true.”

“But, If you are nol money mad, why
these great fortunes?' dublously.

“At n certaln nge a fortune in this
country doubles Itself without any ef-
fort oo the part of the owner, Few of
us mharry for woney, and when we do
we at least have the meanhood to keep
the letter of our bargain.”

“And when you marry ¥ she gueried.

“Well, It Is generally the womau we
love. Dowrles are not considered
There 1s no soclal law whieh forbids
a dowerless girl to murry a doweriess
man,"” laughing. “But over there It 1s
nlways and eterpully a business con-
truct simply. You know that.”

“Yes, n business coontract,” listlessly,

“But they talk of nobliity on the
other side. That is it; they talk, talk—
Italy, France, Germany! Why, 1 had
rather be the son of nn English farm-
er than a prince on the coutinent. And
[ had rather be what 1 am than the
greatest nobleman in England.”

“G;0 on, go on! | like It. What do
you enll It—Jlngo® she lnughed.

“Call It what you will. Look at the
men we produce. Three or four hun-
dred yenrs ngo Europe gave us great
poets, great artists, great soldiers,
great churchmen and great rascals. 1
ndmire a great rascal when he is a
Napoleon, a Talleyrand, a Machlavelll
But a petty one! We have no art, no
musle, no antiguity, but we have a
race of gentlemen. The old country 18
not breeding them nowadays”™

“Blgnora. dinner 1s served,” the mald
announced,

“Slgunorn!" thought Hilard.

“After you. Mr. Hillard.” she sald.

He bowed and passed on before her,
but not il ke bhad passed did he un-
derstand the maneuver. To follow her
would have beey nothing less than the
temptation to pluck at the strings of
her mask. Would he bhave touched 1t?
He could not say

That dinver! Was be In New York?
Was It not Bagdod, the bottle and the
geull? Find he ever, even o his most
romantle dreams, expected to turo a
page so charnmiing, so enchanting or so
dangerous to his peace of mind, a

bave put temptation In my path*”

“Bid SBatan get behind thee.”

“l wish 1 kuew the color of your
eyes. Behind those holes | see nothing
but points of fire, no color.”

“They are blue. But supposing 1
wear this wask because my face is
dreadfully scarred "

“Vunity, yes; but scars, never. At
least never so deep as you yourself can
make. You wear that mask but out
of mercy to me."

Ouvce she rose and approached the
window, siyly ralsing the mask and

she turned she found that he, too, had
risen. He was looking at the stelns,
one of which he held in his hand
Moreover, he returned and set the stein
down beside bis plate.

“Tell me, why do you do that?
There was an anxious note in her

valce.

“I bave an ldea. But let us proceed
with the dinner. This salad"—

“l am more Intecrested In the idea.”
She pushed aside the salad and took
a sip of the ruby burgundy. Had be
discovered something?

“May | smoke?" he asked.

“By all means.”

He lighted a clgurette and put the
case near the lne.

“IDo you eunjoy a clgarette

“SBometimes,” she answered. “But
the Idea" -

“Will you not have one?' He moved
the case still nearer to the line.

She reached out a firm round white
arm,

“One moment,” he sald. “Let us un-
derstand each other thoroughly.”

“What do you mean?' her arm pols
ed o midalr,

"*To touch a cigarette you must cross
the line to this side.”

She withdrew ber arm slowly.

“] shall not smoke. If | crossed the
ne 1 should establish a dangerous
precedent, And I must have that jdea."”

“The mirror over the piano confused
me. | have seen it somewhere before.
Then there (s that old copy of Bottl-

My wrist Is not sn

was a flutter lu her heart
Was unable to define. On bis part he
realized the soouer e was gone the
better. There was o Nmit to Lis self

that she

“Physically, of course, 1 may pass ecoutrol. He gained the sireet some
the line, to reach the salt, for Instance. | Bow. There he stopped and turued
Wil thut be agalnst the rules? !uu: DId the curtaln move? He waso't

sure, but be raised his hat, seitled it

firmly oo bis bead and walked rapidly
BAWLY,

There wns little slesp for hlm that
night, and In the worning the frst
thing Le did was to plck up the wine
glass. It was all true. And theo bils
good resolutions melted and vanlshed
He must have one more word with her,
bappen what might. So at 10 o'clock
be called a cab and drove rapldiy to
the Bandford place. Snow bad fallen
duripg the night, and many of the
Steps were still spotiess white. [mpos.

slble! He leaned from the eab and
breathlog deeply of the cold alr which | .00 0 100 eves. Absolutely Impossi
rushed In through the crevices. When ble! For what did he see? Wooden

shutters over all the Jower windows
and the Iron ghtes closed before the
doors! And not a footprint anywhere. |
This was extraordinary. e jumped

from the cab, ran up the steps and
rmang it téen times with
intervals.
he

rng the hell
minute

swered Then

And po ons an
heard a eall from

game of magical hide and seek? celll. The frame Is familiar, but I
And she? A whim, a faotastle, un- | could not place It. This stein, how-
accountable whim—the whim of 8 wo- | ever!” e laughed. The laughter was ' across the street. A man stood In one

boyish, even triumphant.

“Well, that stein?' She was now
leaning across the table, her fingers
tense on the cloth.

“l bought that stein two wseasons
ago. This Is the Sandfords' place, and
vou are the velled lady who has been

man seeking forgetfuluess, not count-
ing the cost nor caring, simply =
whim

On the Ittle table was a Tuscany
brass lnmp of three wicks, fed by olive
all It was sulficient to light the ta-
ble, but the rest of the room was sunk

In darkuess, He half understood that
In the park.'

there was a deflnlte purpose In this . \
semb-Ulumination, She had no wish They stood up simuitanecusly. In & | No one there last night? Come, come; | |
that he shomd by chance recognlize matter of this sort he was by far the there wus a wistake somewhere. He ()
anything fumiliar 'ln this house. quicker. In an Instant he had canght ' would soon tind out whether or got he
‘:.\Iny I usk you one question? he her by the wrist, at the same tlme had dined there the night before. >
asked S drawing ber irresistibly round the ta- “A cable ofice’ he oried to the |
“No,” promptly. There was some- e foward hiw, cabby. “Hurry!™
I shall pever

“I must see yvour face.

thing In Lls eyes that made her grow -
. i ' - e be at peace If 1 do not.™

wary of a sudden.

“Then | shan't ask It, 1 shall oot
ask sou If you are married.”

“And | shall not say one way or the
other.”

She smiled, and be laughed quietly

A running conversation; a fencing

peace If you 4o. Be careful”

His free band  stole toward the
strings of ber mas<. She moved not.
Hls fuce wins very close to hers now,
If ouly she would struggle! He re-

riding Mrs. Sandford’s favorite hunter |

of the areawnys,
Nobody home!™
to Egypt.”
“But there was sowe one here last |
night,” Hillard shouted back |
“Dreaming
empty since
be the carctaker™

|
he shouted. “Gone

Hillard went back to his cab dazed. N

Once there he telephoned dowutown
and secared Sandford's cable address

“Certalnly you will never know any  Then he filled out a blank, which cost |

bim £10
be recelved hLis reply
You are crasy

Late that night at the club

It was terse—

House absolutely empty
SANDFORD.
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fast==there’s a reason.
Sewer, Water, Fine View, No Heavy Grades,
Desirable Surroundings and last but not least
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match with words aond plirases; time
after time she touched him, but with
all his skill he ¢ould not break through
ber guard

"And that Interesting dissertation on
the American gentloman?' she sald
Ielly

“That’s the trouble with posing as a
One live up to the

moralist st

shall see It some day, mark me.
does not cross two paths in this man-
ner withou
back slowly.

et oe wilel | [TO BE CONTINUED] \

"“No; 1 haven't the courage. If I take | — _ |‘\
that mask from your face it will be | Fresh Eastern and Olympin oysters | §
the end. And 1 do not want this ever | at DeBussey's Oyster House by pint, 3
to end. If you wlill not let me see your | quart or gallon. Mount Hood oys I\
face of your own free will, 50 be 1L 1| ter cocktalls In any quantity.® >

Fate
L. B. STEVENS & CO.

purpose.” He stepped
“You do not understand

\NBAZZ LB L Ld Bl BBl B’

the lure of that mask."

“Perhaps 1 do. 1 am begloning to
admire your self control, Mr. Hillard
But I am tired pnow, and 1 must ask
you to go.”

“Once more,
your face?”

“No. If, as you say, fate intends for
us Lo meet again you will see It. But
1 have my doubts. 8o It Is my will to
pass out of your life as completely as
thoughh 1 bad never entered It—from
one fog Into another. No, I am uot 4
bhappy woman, I am not bhappy iu my
friendships, Listen to me,” and her
|\‘nh'o grew low and sweet. “Let me
appeal to your imagination. This light
adventure sball be a souvenlr for your
|..Id nge. One nlght romance stepped
Into your Hfe and out of it. Think!
There will nlways be the same charm,
the same mystery. the sanme enchant
ment. 1 shall always be Clnderella
!ur the sleeplug beauty or what your
fancy wills. Do you understand me?

“Nothing," she proceeded, "nothiug
lastz so long in the recollection as &
plensant mystery—In other days, o
| other times. Well, on my side 1 shall
|rﬁ'all this night pleasantly. Without
knowing It you have given me a Dew
foothold In life. 1 did not belleve that
there llved a single man who could
keep to the letter pf his bargain
Good nlght! And do not lean out of
any more windows,” she added lghtly

“You are right,” he sald reluctantly,
She deliberately drew a line across the | "something to dream over in my old

ecnter of the table. age. And certalnly 1 shall dream of
precepts. Would you belleve me If 1| {t—n fash of sunlight In the window.”
told you that at the age of three and | Then slowly he reactied down to-
thirty 1 am still beart whole wiard her wineglass, She understood

She parried, "1 trust yon will not | y1s purpose and essayed to stop him
spotl that excellent record by making “Do not deny me thia lttle thing."
love to me.” 8he reached for the | he said.
mntehes, touched off one, watehed 18|  Sphe lot her hand fall. He took the
burn for o moment, extingoished 1) siage held H ngalnst the Hght to see
and then dellberntely drew a Hne | wheps her lips had touched it Care
Across the center of the tablecloth. | fully he poured out the wine from the

“Now, whiat might that represent? | opposite side and kissed the rim
he asked curlousiy “1 ghall keep this glnss, | must have

A Nne, Mr Hitlard, The moment | game visible object to make sure that
yon cross Lhat [ine that moment you I this hasn't been a dream.”

On guned!” “You may kiss my hand, Mr. Hilland.”

will you let me see

lenve this bogse
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