THE MONTHLY STACK

The Needles, Cannon Beach

By LISSA BREWER
COAST WEEKEND EDITOR

Home to a labyrinth of intertidal waters
containing ochre stars, green anemones,
nudibranchs and mussels, the Needles
rest in the southern shadow of Cannon
Beach’s best-known monolith, the 235-
foot Haystack Rock.

A close look at the set of towering sea
stacks, popular with photographers look-
ing to capture cascading sun rays and lay-
ers of mist, reveals a colony of nesting
cormorants and the resting silhouettes of
resident gulls.

During summer’s lowest tides, the
closest of these shoreline towers is acces-
sible by foot — but not without careful
crossing. The seafloor near these rocks is
a vast network teeming with marine life.
The lower the tide falls, the more lay-
ers of the Needles are revealed, with lay-
ers of kelp, shellfish and other tidepool
creatures.

As one sign, placed by the Haystack
Rock Awareness Program, puts it: “I'm
not just a rock, I'm a home.” They’re
referring to these rocks’ larger cousin, but
everything here is connected.

Lissa Brewer/The Astorian
The Needles are a set of sea stacks sitting just
south of Haystack Rock in Cannon Beach.
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A squadron of
pelicans, a sight
growing more
common in recent
years in wetlands
and rivers across

Pacific region.
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Find it all online!
DiscoverOurCoast.com
find our event calendar,
search for articles, share on
social media and more

A glorious journey led by
musicians and dancers
expressing the joy of Mexican
culture. Celebrate the rich
traditions of Mexico’s most
wonderful regions through song,
dance, sound, color and costume.

Mexico Lindo, 7 pm, Sept 16, 2022

More Shows Coming Right Up...

Comedy Night Pigs on the Wing Jarabe Mexicano
September 10, 2022 September 17, 2022 October 7, 2022
Three hilarious Pink Floyd tribute A joyride of Latin

rock, Tex-Mex,
Mexican folk &
reggae-cumbia.

performers, sure
to make you
laugh and smile.

band, playing the full
“Dark Side of the Moon”
album and more.

Buy your tickets today! Online or at the Box Office.
www.libertyastoria.org

Downtown Astoria’s historic Liberty Theatre was made for music, dance,
theatre, readings, film, comedy, children’s programs - and you!

1203 Commercial Street | Astoria, OR 97103 | 503.325.5922 | www.libertyastoria.org
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