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PENDLETON  — Pacifi c North-
west wheat farmers are beginning to 
cope with the fallout from a massive fi re 
Wednesday  that left the Grain Craft fl our 
mill  a “total loss.”

The company is working with farm-
ers to handle the excess supply, said 
Natalie Faulkner, director of communi-
cations for Grain Craft, based in Chatta-
nooga, Tennessee.

The building was more than 100 
years old, Faulkner  said. Twenty-two 
employees worked in the mill. There 
were no injuries in the fi re. Pendleton 
Police Chief Chuck Byram said the mill 
was a “total loss.”

The company does not disclose the 
production capacity of the building, 
Faulkner said. The extent of the damage 
and possibility of rebuilding are not yet 
known, she added.

“It’s still an active situation.  W e are 
still evaluating everything, just trying 
to understand the cause and circum-
stances,” Faulkner told the Capital Press.

Ben Maney, the president of Oregon 
Wheat Growers League, farms north of 
Pendleton.

He doesn’t take his grain to the facil-
ity, but “a substantial amount of farm-
ers” in the area do, he told the Capital 
Press.

“It’s been a staple for the Pendleton 
community for an awfully long time, 

generations, and it’s always been a cen-
tral location (in) town,” he said.

The fi re is the latest hit for grow-
ers  after experiencing severe drought 
last year, Maney said. Many crops had 
rebounded this year with spring rains.

“A lot of farmers don’t have home 
storage, and they can’t store that grain 
on their farm,” he said. “For this heart-
breaking event to happen today, it puts 
the community and a lot of the farmers 
in a tough situation. It hits the commu-
nity hard.”

Jeremy Bunch, CEO of Shepherd’s 
Grain, a farmer-owned fl our company, 
sent an email to customers about the fi re.

“We are working on a contingency 
plan now and getting wheat staged for 
movement to another Grain Craft mill,” 
Bunch said. “Unfortunately, there will 
be an interruption in fl our supply as we 
work through these details. We apolo-
gize for the inconvenience this causes. 
We are working hard to minimize this 
fl our supply interruption and will pro-
vide a timeline update very soon.”

The cause of the fi re was “mechani-
cal failure,” Byram, the police chief, told 
the Capital Press.

On Aug. 9, dispatchers received a 
report of black smoke coming from the 

mills, “with no visible fl ames,” accord-
ing to a police department statement . 
The fi re department responded, extin-
guished the small fi re and remained on 
fi re watch.

The fi re subsequently reignited at 
about 4 a.m. Wednesday  and became 
fully engulfed due to the dry grain and 
the wooden structure, Byram said.

Employees identifi ed the source of 
the fi re, Byram said.

“It happened in the mill itself, with 
one of the pieces of equipment, with a 
rubber bushing or housing that obvi-
ously got too hot and started the fi re,” he 
said. 

It’s the middle of harvest, Byram 
said, so the mill was processing a lot of 
fl our. He didn’t have an exact fi gure, but 
said Grain Craft employees estimated 
there were “hundreds of thousands of 
pounds of processed fl our in the bins.”

There is no estimated cost of damage 
yet, he said. 

Some surrounding buildings have 
been damaged by water and smoke, 
Byram said. 

The mill plays a “huge” role in the 
Pendleton community, he said.

“They’re a major employer.  W e are 
obviously an agricultural community 
that does a lot of dryland wheat farm-
ing,” he said. “Wheat farmers from the 
surrounding area bring their wheat in 
here to the Pendleton fl our mill. It’s yet 
to be determined what the impact is, but 
I can gauge it’s going to be signifi cant.”

Pendleton Assistant Fire Chief Tony 
Pierotti told the East Oregonian  the silos 
were full of fi nished grain, so the fuel 
load was “extreme.”

Farmers, customers scramble after fl our mill fi re
A major employer
in Pendleton
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A massive fi re damaged a fl our mill in Pendleton.
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622 RV/Trailer/
Mobile Home Space

Long term space available 
Low pricing includes full hook 
ups with Electricity, Cable TV 

and Wifi 

503 861-0547 

Hammond Marina RV Park 
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JEWELL SCHOOL  
DISTRICT 8 
is seeking a  

Temporary 1-Year 
PK-12 PE/Health Teacher 1.0 

FTE 
Vacancy  

For more information Please 
visit our website: 

www.jewell.k12.or.us 

Bergeman Construction  
is seeking a well-qualified      

professional to join our team.    
We are seeking to fill a lead 

man and laborer position 
within our company.  

Must be reliable, team player, 
great attitude and a positive     

influence.  
We do all structural aspects of 
construction both commercial 

and residential, as well as      
structure moving, deep        
foundations, welding,          

excavation, framing and        
concrete.  

We offer competitive wage, 
401K and medical.  

Contact us at 503-325-4557, 
email-

bergemanoffice@gmail.com, 
92319 Youngs River Rd,        

Astoria, OR 97103 
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211 Pickups

Pickup for sale 
1/2 ton, ‘05, ext cab  

tool rock 
$7,000 

Jerry’s Automotive Serv. 
1248 Marine Drive 

Astoria, OR 

263 Commercial Fishing

Gillnets for Sale 
2-9” Floaters. 36’ deep, strung 
200 Fathoms each. Plus more 

nets, corkline, leadline. 360-484-
7747 

576 Land

Wonderful opportunities to 
own a piece of paradise that 

has a stunning Mountain View. 
This flat and clear land is       

approximately 2.85 acres. The 
property is located just 3 miles 

from the Seaside/Cannon 
Beach junction and 6 miles to 

be able to walk on coastal 
beaches. This is a great lot to 
build your dream home on. 
This price is $219,000.00. 

Please call 503-717-2777 with 
any inquiries. 
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