The albatross is one of the world’s
largest flying seabirds.

The most common North Pacific species
is the Laysan albatross. There are more than
660,000 breeding pairs just on Midway Atoll
in the northwest Hawaiian Islands.
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Even though this large group of albatross hves far away
from people, their young get
and die because of
people. Small plastic toys, bottle caps,
toothbrushes, and other small pieces of plastic
have been found in the of
the chicks.

How did plastic end up in the
stomachs of that live so
far away from populated areas?

Albatross parents hundreds
of miles to find food for their chicks. They
scoop up squid, krill, fish eggs and other seafood '
from the of the ocean. But these days,
they also accidentally swallow floating plastic.

than 60 seconds?

Instead of
Plastic

Look through the
newspaper and find
five things made of
plastic. What could

people use instead of
plastic for each of
these five things?
Example: Plastic bag—
use a cloth bag instead.

Standards Link: Life Science:
Understand renewable and
nonrenewable resources.

Kid Scoop Puzzler

You Can Help the Albatross!

You can keep trash from traveling to the sea by
recycling, putting trash in trash cans, and choosing
reusable alternatives over single-use plastic. Less
plastic on land means less plastic in the sea!

Someone created litter by leaving this plastic bottle on
the playground. Can you get it to the recycle bin in less
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The wandering albatross is the largest member of the albatross
family. This bird is one of the largest birds in the world. They
have the largest wingspan, ranging from 8.23 to 11.8 feet.

ACTIVITY: Stretch your arms out wide. Have a family member
measure your “wingspan”from fingertip to fingertip.

Find Kid Scoop on
Facebook

iting, Editor ~ Jeff Schinkel, Graphics  Vol. 38, No. 33

One bll’d research
atoothbrush an

How an Albatross Chick Eats

Number the steps below in order.

To feed its chick, the adult forces food up out of its stomach | |
and into its mouth. This is called regurgitation.

regurgitate food or other materials out of their stomachs
and the plastic food stays there, making them sick and
sometimes killing them.

eron Mldway sawan aduIt regurgltate
d its chick ate it. Chicks are not able to
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