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“She’s such a delightful 
child, so adventurous and 
imaginative,” her teacher 
said. Where had the time 
gone? Wasn’t it just yester-
day when I had gone to her 
swim meets, her piano recit-
als? Taken her to Israel to 
meet her father and shown 
her Jerusalem, the city of 
her birth?

Now our time together 
was drifting away like the 
sand on the beach. In a few 
short days, she’d be on her 
own. And unfortunately, so 
would I.

I had urged Elissa to 
choose a college outside 
of Oregon,  not wanting to 
inhibit her life the way my 
mother had. She was always 
checking up on me, want-
ing to know where I’d been, 
who my friends were. Never 
trusting me to make my own 
decisions,  questioning me 
all the time  until I couldn’t 
take it any longer and moved 
out.

Elissa deserved her free-
dom, unencumbered by me 
who wanted to control her 
life. “You need to go away 
to college. Find your own 
identity. Figure out what 
you want to do in life. I 
don’t want you feeling 
trapped like I did,” I said.

We had done the college 
circuit tour the year before, 
visiting the campuses of 
Pomona College, Scripps 
College, Occidental College  
and Santa Clara University. 
She chose Santa Clara, a 
Catholic school in northern 
California. As I pulled into 
the parking lot, we looked 
at each other. She looked 
glorious. A cold sweat ran 
down my face. I helped her 
unload, carrying the boxes 

to her dorm room.
“Don’t get too religious, 

I don’t want to see you recit-
ing a rosary,” I said, joking. 
“Mom, you know me better 
than that,” she said. I drove 
home the next morning, 
 expecting to hear my daugh-
ter’s voice on my answering 
machine. But there were no 
messages. My heart ached.

Fumbling through my 
purse, I found the crum-
pled piece of paper where 
she had scrawled her new 
phone number and picked 
up the receiver. “No,” I told 

myself slamming it down. 
“I need to let her be.”

Walking into her bed-
room, I opened the blinds. 
Everything was gone. Her 
clothes, all her makeup, her 
boombox. Then, out of the 
corner of my eye, I saw her 
teddy bear. It was lying on 
her bed, its beady eyes smil-
ing at me. I cuddled it in my 
arms, crying softly. The yel-
low and white fur around 
its nose had long ago worn 
away.

The teddy bear had been 
a gift from my mother along 

with a pink frilly dress, a 
polka-dot sleeper  and dia-
pers. When I’d lay Elissa in 
her crib as a baby, I’d wind   
a key so that the bear could 
play a soothing lullaby. 
Soon, it became her time-
less possession. 

She had left the bear 
to comfort me. Soon, the 
phone rang. “Mom, are 
you okay? I haven’t heard 
from you and was wor-
ried something might have 
happened,” she said on the 
other line.

I thought she had been 

too busy to call. “Mom, 
you’ll always be in my life. 
I love you,” she said. I took 
a deep breath. My daugh-
ter was hundreds of miles 
away, yet we still shared a 
special bond.

When Elissa came home 
the following summer, I 
was thrilled. We spent sev-

eral hours sorting through 
her old clothes and books in 
the garage. Tucked under-
neath her Sunset High 
School yearbook was the 
teddy bear. “Remember 
this?” I said, dusting it off . 
I gave it back to her to keep. 
“It’s yours now. A token of 
my love.”

College: My daughter was hundreds of miles away, yet we still shared a special bond

Continued from Page B1

David Prasad

Alder and Maple Saw Logs & Standing Timber

Northwest Hardwoods • Longview, WA
Contact: John Anderson • 360-269-2500

WANTED

ClassifiedsClassifiedsClassifiedsClassifiedsClassifieds
PLACE YOUR JOB 

POSTING HERE
Special Includes:

• 2 Weeks in Print 
& Online 

• Logo Included
• Facebook Boost

• Featured Advertising

Searching for Employees?

Call  at 
503-325-3211 or email: 

classifieds@dailyastorian.com

Searching for Employees?

Call 800.781.3214
to advertise today!

classifieds@dailyastorian.com

GARAGE SALE
SEASON IS HERE!

ONLY

$25
for 3 days

ADVERTISE TODAY
800.781.3214

classifieds@dailyastorian.com
If it doesn’t sell in two weeks

We will give you two weeks for FREE!

SELL YOUR VEHICLE HERE!

ADVERTISE TODAY

$49.95

If it Drives or Floats...

651 Help Wanted

Advertising Sales Assistant 

The Astorian and Seaside      
Signal are seeking an         

Advertising Sales Assistant. In 
this role you’ll perform data 
entry and advertising sales  
assisting duties, along with 
providing professional and 

friendly service to our  
customers by phone and 

through email. 

Skills needed include the  
ability to stay organized while 

working on multiple tasks, 
quick and accurate data entry, 
communicating through phone 

calls and emails, accurate 
spelling and good grammar. 
You’ll need a driver’s license 
and reliable transportation to 

run local errands. Must be able 
to pass driving and  
background checks. 

After initial in-office training, 
this position may work from 
home up to 50% of the time, 

with regular weekly work  
required in-person at the       

Astorian office. 

This position works 37.5 hours 
per week, Monday through     

Friday, during business hours. 
Hourly pay plus incentives and 

commissions. 

Go here to apply: 
https://www.applicantpro.com/o
penings/eomediagroup/jobs/24

54518-429357 

WHY WAIT! GET YOUR CLASS AD NOW!

651 Help Wanted

JEWELL SCHOOL  
Vacancy Notice  
1.0 FTE PK-12  

School Counselor  
For more information, please 

visit our website: 
www.jewell.k12.or.us and click 

the Employment Tab  
 Please email your application 

materials to 
allycec@jewellk12.org 

JEWELL SCHOOL  
DISTRICT 8 

PK-12 PE/Health Teacher  
1.0 FTE 
Vacancy 

Base Salary:  $43,354-
$92,398 – OEA/JSD  

Agreement (based on  
education & experience)  

  
Benefits:  Medical, dental,  

vision insurance, PERS, Loan 
Forgiveness and Continuing 

Education Credits 
  

Closing Date:  Until Filled      
Start Date: As soon as  

possible after closing and      
interviews 

  
To Apply:  Please send the 

following application materials: 
a letter of intent, a completed 

application, an updated  
resume that demonstrates      
related experience, copy of     

licensure and three references 
to allycec@jewellk12.org, or 

visit our website: 
www.jewell.k12.or.us, and click 
the Employment tab to find the 

Frontline link to apply and      
upload your documents in their 
system.  Licensed Personnel 

Applications are also under the 
Employment tab.   

651 Help Wanted

JEWELL SCHOOL 
Vacancy Notice  

Middle School Language
Arts/Humanities Teacher 

For more information, please 
visit our website: 

www.jewell.k12.or.us.  
 Please email your application 

materials to 
allycec@jewellk12.org 

Tax Preparer – 
Immediate opening for a full-

time, year around Tax Preparer 
for individuals in an Accounting 
office.  Corporate/Partnership 

tax return & Bookkeeping  
experience helpful.  Call (503) 
738-9543 for an interview or 
Send resume’ to PO Box 54, 

Seaside, OR 97138

Bookkeeper -  
Immediate opening for a full-

time Bookkeeper in a full  
service Accounting office, G/L, 
P/R, knowledge of computers 

useful, Corporate and/or       
Individual tax capability helpful.  

Call (503) 738-9543 for an      
interview or Send resume’ to 

PO Box 54, Seaside, OR 
97138 

CLATSOP COUNTY 
Mechanic 

$28.26-$34.37/hr 
  

Seeking Mechanic to maintain 
heavy equipment, vehicles, 
small engines. HS/GED +5 

years’ experience, CDL,  
welding. Details at            

www.co.clatsop.or.us/hr,  
Career Opportunities. Closes 

7/25/2022.  AA/EOE 

FIND IT, TELL IT, SELL IT!
CLASSIFIED ADS!

503-325-3211

107 Personals

Western WA guy seeks gal 55-
75, slim/average build, to come 

share quiet times. I like trips, 
walks, nature, moonlight &      

cuddling. Write Greg 
 PO Box 3013 

 Arlington, WA 98223  

251 Boats for Sale

10 ft kayak for sale.  
With car rack and PFD and 

paddle. Will accept best offer. 
503-325-2899 

607 Houses for Rent

5 bdr/ 2.5 bath modern        
farmhouse 

$2,500/mo, $2,500 deposit 
1 year lease. Current credit 
check 600 or better verified. 

Rental background check. No 
pets. Verified employment. 

Call Bill 707-422-0119

617 For Rent

ART STUDIO FOR RENT 

12 X 12 OPEN CONCEPT 
$225 PER MONTH 

503-325-4442 - Astoria Art Loft 

618 Wanted to Rent

Low-income senior looking for 
room to rent in Seaside.  

503-200-7650 

SHOP LOCAL!
Check the Business Directory 

daily to utilize the local 
professionals advertising

in The Astorian.
To place an ad in our Business 
Directory, call 503-325-3211.

LET one of our friendly advisors 
help you word your classfied ad.

Call 503-325-3211

www.eomediagroup.com

The most valuable and respected

source of local news, advertising and 

information for our communities.


