
THE ASTORIAN � SATURDAY, JUNE 4, 2022 B5

sharks were highly sought 
after, once targeted as 
primary sources of v ita-
min A. The spiny dogfish 
shark is one of the most 
common sharks found in 
temperate ocean waters.

On the West Coast, 
stock size report-
edly averaged between 
300,000 and 500,000 met-
ric tons before the liver 
 boom. Over 250,000 met-
ric tons of spiny dogfish 
were harvested through-
out the 1940s.

In California, soupfin 
sharks made up almost 
half of total landings in 
the early 1940s. These 
sharks, especially vul-
nerable to overfishing, 
 mature more slowly than 
other species and give 
birth to few young at 
once.  

Although exact data on 
soupfin shark populations 
can be hard to accurately 
capture, it’s believed that 
their numbers still hav-
en’t recovered since the 
1930s.   

During its peak, the 
shark fishing industry 
was a lucrative business. 
Shark livers could sell for 
as much as $18 per pound, 
and many larger sharks 
had livers weighing mul-
tiple pounds.

These livers were 
stored in 5  gallon cans that 
weighed up to 40  pounds 
when fully packed. 
According to the Han-
thorn Cannery Museum in 
Astoria, during one sea-
son a can was often worth 
$320 each, which totals 
over $4,000 in today’s 
money.

But for as profitable as 
the industry was, its suc-
cesses were short-lived. 
Demand plummeted after 
the invention of synthetic 
vitamin A in the early 
1950s, leaving sharks to 
their home in the sea.

Julia Triezenberg is an 
educator at the Columbia 
River Maritime Museum.

Sharks: Over 250,000 metric tons of spiny dogfi sh were harvested throughout 1940s
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Julia Triezenberg

ABOVE: These 5 gallon cans, shown at the Hanthorn Cannery Museum in Astoria, once stored 

over $4,000 of shark livers, adjusted for infl ation. LEFT: Wartime propaganda stressed the 

importance of vitamin A for pilots.

THESE LIVERS WERE STORED IN 5  GALLON 

CANS THAT WEIGHED UP TO 40  POUNDS WHEN 

FULLY PACKED. ACCORDING TO THE HANTHORN 

CANNERY MUSEUM IN ASTORIA, DURING ONE 

SEASON A CAN WAS OFTEN WORTH $320 EACH, 

WHICH TOTALS OVER $4,000 IN TODAY’S MONEY.

ClassifiedsClassifiedsClassifiedsClassifiedsClassifieds
PLACE YOUR JOB 

POSTING HERE
Special Includes:

• 2 Weeks in Print 
& Online 

• Logo Included
• Facebook Boost

• Featured Advertising

Searching for Employees?

Call  at 
503-325-3211 or email: 

classifieds@dailyastorian.com

Searching for Employees?

Call 800.781.3214
to advertise today!

classifieds@dailyastorian.com

GARAGE SALE
SEASON IS HERE!

ONLY

$25
for 3 days

ADVERTISE TODAY
800.781.3214

classifieds@dailyastorian.com
If it doesn’t sell in two weeks

We will give you two weeks for FREE!

SELL YOUR VEHICLE HERE!

ADVERTISE TODAY

$49.95

If it Drives or Floats...

HIRING EVENT!  
Tuesday June 7th, 2022 

1:00pm-6:00pm 
Seaside Convention Center- Seamist Room 

415 1st Ave, Seaside, OR 97138 

Filling positions in: 
Manzanita, Seaside, Gearhart & Long Beach 

Local Operations Manager- $54K 
Runner/Laborer- $22.00/hr 
Housekeepers- $23.00/hr 

RSVP: shannon.thomas@vacasa.com or call/text: 971-610-
2392 

This will be a walk-up event but please RSVP if you can! 
On the spot interviews and job offers! 

We offer: 
401K w/ match 

PTO & Employee Discounts 
Benefits based on hours worked & More 

Apply today at vacasa.com/careers or text VACASA to 97211 

Reliable transportation and weekends required. 

651 Help Wanted 651 Help Wanted

Do you believe in magic?
Place an ad in the classifieds 

and watch the item you
sell turn into instant cash!
Call 503-325-3211 today!

Have an item that you would 
like to sell for under $1,000? 

List it in our Budget Ads!
Call 503-325-3211

GARAGE SALES
w w w.d ailyasto rian .co m

401 Garage/Yard Sales

80 Years accumulation.  
18 rooms, three floors.  

90% antiques/collectibles.  

Oak/Maple 
Furniture—Typewriters 

Radios—Toys—Silverware, 
Hutch—Armoire—Phonos,  

Xmas—Dolls—Sewing  
machines—Toro—Garden, 

ETC.  
6/4-6/5 

9am-3pm 
Too much for 1-sale,  

2nd weekend 6/11-12
9am-3pm  

refill from Storage.  
Steep stairs inside,  

2 entrances.     
3360 Harrison Street,  

Astoria 

401 Garage/Yard Sales

Garage Sale 
Friday & Saturday,  

June 3rd & 4th  
9am-3pm 

33845 Southshore Drive,       
Warrenton 

Inflatable canoe, electric heater, 
sander, toaster oven, dining 

room table and chairs, furniture, 
puzzles, tools, red rose tea 

Wade collection, books, CDs, 
miscellaneous items.

SHOP LOCAL!
Check the Business Directory 

daily to utilize the local 
professionals advertising

in The Astorian.
To place an ad in our Business 
Directory, call 503-325-3211.


