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 On the hillside streets of Cannon Beach, 
June approaches with a patch of irises. On 
the shoulder of a winding seaside bou-
levard, bright yellow buttercups grow 
between sprigs of horsetail and blackberry. 
White, rose and violet rhododendrons give 
way to fi elds of mustard.

Waiting on a bench beside a bustling cof-
fee shop, a couple snaps an image of a wild-
fl ower, its budding leaves set in motion by 
soft seaside gusts. Delighted with its pres-

ence, these visitors were curious to know 
the fl ower’s name.

Many a song and poem have been writ-
ten about the wildfl owers of late spring 
and early summer. Even this edition of 
Coast Weekend features one such musing, 
a reader submission focused on the lives 
of dandelions. For many, wildfl owers off er 
a reminder of the season in bloom, from 
bright orange poppies to soft trillium and 
Oregon grape.

Some of the season’s sprouting plants 
even thrive along dunes and estuaries. Spe-
cies like coastal sand verbena, marsh jau-
mea and seashore bluegrass grow among 
the sands, adding just a bit more light and 
color to the wild landscape.
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North Coast wildfl owers

Lissa Brewer

Creeping buttercup fl owers sit in a fi eld near Tolovana Beach State Recreation Site.
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