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an exhibit from late painter Eugene Landry, 
who chronicled   tribal members throughout 
a signifi cant period in the 1970s. A cache 
of his paintings, many forgotten in an attic 
and rescued by Altruda some years ago, 
forms the center-
piece of the display. 

Also within the 
region, Memo-
rial Day weekend 
had originally been 
set by the Toke-
land-North Cove 
Chamber of Com-
merce for a stu-
dio tour featur-
ing local artists, 
but a recurrence in   
local COVID cases 
prompted organiz-
ers to cancel in early 
May.  

In a private ven-
ture, some local art-
ists do plan to   show 
their work at the stu-
dio of glass artist Jeremy Bartheld. The 
North Cove studio will host a selection of 
local artists including   Marcy Merrill, Bob 
Wahr, Vernon and Melissa Vegara, Pete 

and Amy Twigg and Kitty Bryan alongside 
Bartheld. 

A planned auction to benefi t the Ocosta 
schools’ art department will be switched 
from an in-person dinner to an online sale, 
according to chamber vice president Mar-
guerite Garth.   Those interested in sup-

porting the school 
can also follow the 
chamber’s online 
updates.  

This commit-
ment to support area 
youth was com-
mended by local art 
teacher Don Wat-
kins, who is retiring 
this year after   nearly 
four decades as an 
educator.  

“The chamber 
and community are 
so awesome in the 
way they have sup-
ported our art stu-
dents for so many 
years,” said Wat-
kins, who has taught 

for 36 years at Ocosta. “These funds have 
helped fund special projects and equip-
ment, along with funding a fi eld trip to 
experience the arts.”
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‘THE CHAMBER AND 
COMMUNITY ARE SO 

AWESOME IN THE WAY 
THEY HAVE SUPPORTED 

OUR ART STUDENTS 
FOR SO MANY YEARS. 

THESE FUNDS HAVE 
HELPED FUND SPECIAL 

PROJECTS AND 
EQUIPMENT, ALONG 

WITH FUNDING A FIELD 
TRIP TO EXPERIENCE 

THE ARTS.’

Don Watkins, art teacher

RIGHT: Handcrafted 

jewelry like these 

sea glass pendants 

by metalsmith 

Judith Altruda will 

be featured.

LEFT: A carved 

alder bowl by 

museum director 

Earl Davis, one of 

the many items to 

be displayed.
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