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Mountain: Life downstream was forever changed

Continued from Page Bl

Spirit Lake, lying at the base of the mountain,
was a summer destination for kids from all over
the Northwest for decades. Scout troops and rec-
reation groups had regional camps there, in addi-
tion to a host of public and private campsites and
lodges. The shores and close waters were loaded
with canoes, rafts and floats. In the evening,
campfire smoke mingled with singing, laughter
and scary stories over hot dogs, marshmallows
and hot chocolate.

This spring, two events spurred me to take a
day drive to the mountain. First, to celebrate the
50th birthday of my Volkswagen bus, and also to
reminisce about an adolescent foray to the moun-
tain in 1972.

It’s a great day trip for those living on the
lower Columbia. From U.S. Highway 30 and
Interstate 5, head toward Kelso before turning
east at state Route 504 near Castle Rock. In the
1970s, Spirit Lake Highway was a twisting, nar-
row road often traveled by logging trucks. After
the blast, the road had to be rebuilt for years,
since much of it was simply buried. Today it’s a
pleasant drive of long curves and grades.

The names swirl in my memory as I drive, first
Seaquest State Park. Then Silver Lake, where I

Ron Baldwin
A snow capped Mount St. Helens.
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nearly drowned while learning to water ski. The
town of Toutle, home of the Toutle Lake High
School Fighting Ducks. Kid Valley Store, where
everyone stopped to get that one thing they for-
got. My one disappointment in the trip was to
find a “Road Closed Ahead” sign at the turnoff
to Tower Road. Before the eruption, two places
on this road were the old swimming holes of
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106 Fundraisers

Cannon Beach Library
Fundraiser
Rare and Old Book Sale
May 28th-30th
12 PMto 4 PM

3 bedroom/ 2 bath house

employment.
Contact Bill 707-422-0119

607 Houses for Rent

5 bdr/ 2.5 bath modern
farmhouse

Choose from a hand-picked
selection of old, rare, and
collectible titles ranging in

546 Rentals, Leases

$2,000/month, $2,000 deposit
1 year lease. No pets. Verified

every youth within 50 miles. The Tower Bridge,
with its pools and cliffs, entertained young and
old alike with cold, crystal clear waters and wind
protected beaches, all just a few miles from town.

Upstream of the bridge was Hollywood
Gorge, where a locomotive once plunged off a
trestle into the river, a 1930s film stunt. Down-
stream was another favorite swimming hole.
Though the river still flows through these places,
they are forever changed since the eruption. Once
past the town of Toutle, the highway begins to
rise quickly in elevation.

Above Toutle, Washington 504 is a seasonal
highway, closed and unplowed from Novem-
ber until May. In the summer, the road is open
all the way to the Johnston Ridge Observatory,
which offers spectacular views of the crater. The
observatory is open to the public in the summer
through late fall, and is the trailhead of many
hiking routes. From every viewpoint, it is appar-
ent that the forces entrusted with management of
Mount St. Helens made the right decision early,
to just leave it alone.

Standing on the ridge that bears his name and
gazing into the maw of the crater, you too may
swear you can hear the last words of David A.
Johnston, the vulcanologist who perished there in
the disaster, “Vancouver! Vancouver! This is it!”
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651 Help Wanted 651 Help Wanted

Part-Time Opening
at the Short Stop
318 Olney Ave, Astoria
Apply in person. $15/hr to start.
503-325-3683

JEWELL SCHOOL DISTRICT
Vacancy Notice

1.0 FTE NIGHT CUSTODIAN
(1:00- 9:30pm)
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: FUN, CROWD-PLEASING
SONG PAYING TRIBUTE TO A DESTRUCTIVE
KIND OF BEETLE: “WEEVIL ROCK YOU.”
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: H equals Y

price and condition.
131 N Hemlock St-
Downtown- Cannon Beach,
OR

503.436.1391
www.cannonbeachlibrary.org

204 Automobiles

2002 Chevrolet Trailblazer
New ABS brakes, new battery,
196K miles
$3,000 or best offer
503-440-1011

SPECIALTY
SERVICES

WE URGE YOU TO PATRONIZE THE LOCAL
PROFESSIONALS ADVERTISING IN
THE ASTORIAN SPECIALTY
SERVICES. TO PLACE YOUR SPECIALTY
SERVICES AD, CALL 325-3211.

GIVE your budget a break! Check
today’s classified ads for excellent

buys on the items you need.

$2,500/mo, $2,500 deposit
1 year lease. Current credit
check 600 or better verified.
Rental background check. No
pets. Verified employment.
Call Bill 707-422-0119

651 Help Wanted

Cannery workers needed in all
phases of seafood production.
Season starts May 16th. Apply
at Point Adams Packing Com-
pany, 482 Fleet Street, Ham-
mond, OR between 8am-1pm,

Monday-Friday.

(503) 861-2226

Seaside Golf Course

Restaurant and Lounge is
looking for part-time and full-
time experienced line cooks,
prep cooks, and dishwashers.

Wage $20 + per hour DOE.
Call Phil @ 503-738-2607 for
more information and to apply.

DUST off the old pool table and

sell it with a classified ad.

12 Month Employee
Base Pay: Minimum
$20.80/hour
(with consideration for
experience)

For more information visit
www.jewell.k12.or.us or email:
allycec@jewellk12.org

JEWELL SCHOOL DISTRICT
Vacancy Notice
BUS DRIVER & CLASSIFIED
STAFF POSITION (TBD)
(onsite bus training is
available)

Starting base wage is $22.02,
but pay will be based on
consideration for experience
Includes full insurance benefit
package
For more information visit
www.jewell.k12.or.us
or email
joanl@jewellk12.org -or-
allycec@jewellk12.org

[WHY WAIT! GET YOUR CLASS AD NOW!]

The City of Cannon Beach is
seeking qualified applicants for
the position of Administrative
Assistant in the Finance
Department. Please visit
ci.cannon-beach.or.us/jobs for
details.

Jewell School District
Office Secretary

Perform a variety of office duty
tasks necessary to ensure the
smooth operation of the
school.

Base Pay: $20.50 - $24.15
DOE

Benefits: Medical, Dental,
Vision, HRA, Education
Incentive. For more information
please visit
www.jewellk12.or.us
or contact
allycec@jewellk12.org

GOLF GAME gone to pot? Sell
those old clubs with a classified ad.




