By LISSA BREWER
COAST WEEKEND EDITOR

On the weathered East Mooring Basin
docks near Astoria’s Pier 39, a cacophony
of barking signals the season. A lone sea
lion surfaces near the pier’s edge, it’s long
whiskers in view for seconds before disap-
pearing underneath the Columbia. Others
lie in crowds farther offshore, a collective
weight pressing on the river’s aging pilings.

Hundreds of sea lions, gathered along
the south side of the river, migrate from
southern California each spring in search of
the eulachon, a small, metallic fish within
the smelt family. Returning as the smelt
begin their annual run, the sea lions then

SCRATCHPAD
Astoria’s migrating sea lions

move on to salmon and sturgeon, compet-
ing with local fishmongers.

Once listed as an endangered species,
sea lions have in recent decades rapidly
increased in number, with more seeming
to make the journey to Astoria each year.
These dock dwellers have also been the
subject of some controversy, with salmon
advocates devising unique strategies to
keep the barking predators at bay.

For others, sea lions awaken a love for
the coast. Children smile on from the pier
as these creatures lounge beneath the shin-
ing sun. One brewery along Astoria’s riv-
erfront even lets onlookers catch a glimpse
from above through a large section of glass
flooring, where a sea lion or two often rests
in the shade.

As summer closes in, these marine mam-
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The Astoria Sunday
Market is open
now through early
October, featuring
local produce,
fresh flowers and
handmade goods.
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mals will again head south for breeding
grounds along the California coast, leaving
Astoria’s docks a bit quieter, but taking with
them one beloved element of the region, if
just for another season.

A sea lion swims in the
Columbia River near
Pier 39 in Astoria.
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YOUR #1 PREMIER CANNABIS RETAILER

LARGEST SELECTION
FRIENDLY & KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF
ELITE PRODUCTS

—- For Washington Residents —-

Cathlamet

(8am - 10pm)

360-849-4504
327 WA-4

llwaco Kelso
(8am - 10pm)
360-261-7200

133 Howerton Ave

Longview
(8am - 12am) (8am - 12am)
360-636-0420 360-703-3229

820A West Side Hwy 971 14th Ave

WARNING: This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming.There may be heailth risks
associated with the consumption of this product. For use only by adults 21 and over. Keep out of reach of children. Marijuana can
impair concentration, coordination, and judgement. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug.
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