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When Capt. Rip Carlton 
was just a lad, he dreamed of 
swashbuckling adventures. 
Skiing mountains, hitchhik-
ing in Mexico, racing cars in 
Europe. But he was broke.

That’s when he left his 
home in Seattle for Dutch 
Harbor, Alaska, where, at the 
age of 18, he lived in a tent 
he pitched inside an aban-
doned military barracks. 
From there, he combed the 
harbor looking for work on 
one of the many fi shing ves-
sels moored at the docks.

He got his foot in the 
door of the lucrative fi sh-
ing industry and proved he 
was worth his salt, working 
his way up from bait boy, 
to deck hand, engineer, and 
eventually to captain.

Today, the 64-year-old 
Carlton lives in Bend with 
his wife, Cindy King Carl-
ton, but is a captain of two 
ships in Alaska he uses to 
catch king crab. It’s a pro-
fession he loves but never 
expected he would wind up 
doing this long. He’s worked 
in the fi shing industry for 46 
years, 35 years as captain, 
and has fi elded numerous 
requests from the Discovery 
Channel to allow a fi lm crew 
to capture him and his crew 
in action for the network’s 
popular show, “Deadliest 
Catch.”

He resisted for the lon-
gest time, and it wasn’t 
until his son, Derek Carlton, 
fi nally convinced his father 
to say yes, and so he will 
be featured, along with his 
crew on the Patricia Lee, in 
the upcoming season of the 
show airing on Tuesday .

“They’ve asked me and 
my boat to do it for quite a 
few years,” Carlton said of 
the “Deadliest Catch.” “And 
I’ve always said no ... I 
really didn’t have the desire 
to do it.”

The journey from a youth 
in search of adventure to the 
“Deadliest Catch” all started 
in the 1970s when Carlton, 

who is truly a ski bum at 
heart, wanted to drive race 
cars in Europe. That’s when 
he caught wind of Alaska, 
the fi shing industry  and the 
big payouts that come with a 
hefty haul.

“I didn’t know anything 
about fi shing, and I mean 
anything,” Carlton said. “I 
knew nothing.”

When Carlton got his 
start, he was doing fac-
tory work in Alaska while 
he searched for a job on a 
boat. He wound up unload-
ing shrimp, and going out on 
king crab fi shing trips. Even-
tually he got on to a Norwe-
gian fi shing vessel, which 
took him back to Seattle. 
After two months work-
ing on the boat in Seattle, 
he took his paycheck from 
the Norwegians and bought 
a one-way ticket back to 
Alaska.

“I had a backpack, a 
sleeping bag, a loaf of bread, 
and peanut butter and jelly,” 
Carlton said. “Because there 
were no restaurants. There 
was nowhere to stay up there 

at the time, and I lived on the 
beach for four weeks, in an 
abandoned barracks from 
World War II.”

He pitched his tent inside 
the barracks and used a rock 
and some rusty nails to ham-
mer plastic over a window 
that overlooked Dutch Har-
bor. When it got really cold, 
he burned things in a 55-gal-
lon drum.

Once he got back on a 
boat, he couldn’t get enough 
of the adventure, and the 
paychecks.

While the job is lucrative, 
and exciting, it comes with 
an element of danger. Carl-
ton said he and his crew fi sh 
in harsh conditions roughly 
200 to 600 miles away from 
the nearest town.

“You are working on the 
ocean in the winter, right in 
the middle of the Bering Sea, 
which that in itself is danger-
ous,” Carlton said. “We get 
huge currents. We get even 
more wind. And where we 
fi sh around these islands is 
all rocky, craggy ... It’s just 
unbelievable the weather we 

work in and what we do to 
get the job done.”

Carlton told of one close 
call while out on the sea 
fi shing.

“I was driving a 165-foot 

boat and the wheel house 
was three stories up,” Carl-
ton said. “And we took such 
a big wave, the wave came 
through the wheelhouse 
windows, came through 
with so much force it was 
like a bomb blowing up.

“Then the back door got 
blown off  the door hinges, 
the whole boat fl ooded up to 
the wheel house. The guys 
were three stories down eat-
ing breakfast when it hap-
pened, and they thought I 
was dead because the boat 
just blew up,” Carlton said. 
“But I ducked, I saw the 
wave coming and I ducked 
down and it went right over 
my head through the win-
dows and out the back win-
dows and out the back door.”

The monstrous wave 
knocked out most of the 
equipment on board, Carlton 
said. Carlton and his crew 
set up the plexiglass storm 
windows kept on board for 
exactly this kind of scenario. 
While not entirely ideal con-
ditions, the storm windows 
gave Carlton a chance to 
check the steering and lights 
on the ship, which were still 
intact. He also fetched his 
emergency radio from his 

stateroom.
The voice on the other 

end of the radio asked Carl-
ton if everything was OK, 
and what he and his crew 
needed after a close call with 
the giant wave.

“Do you have any more 
bait?” Carlton asked over 
the radio. “Bait?” the voice 
on the other end responded 
in confusion.

Carlton said he and 
his crew needed the bait 
to keep fi shing despite 
almost becoming fi sh food 
themselves.

Situations like these 
are common in the fi sh-
ing industry, Carlton said, 
and the upcoming season 
of “Deadliest Catch” is a 
chance to catch a glimpse 
of what goes into getting the 
king crab legs from the sea 
to the buff et table.

“When you see the show, 
you won’t even believe it,” 
Carlton said.

Carlton and his family 
plan to invite their friends 
over to their home in Bend 
to celebrate and watch the 
season premiere . To keep 
an eye on Carlton while he’s 
out at sea, follow him on 
Instagram, rip_carlton.

Bend man to be featured on ‘Deadliest Catch’

Ryan Brennecke/The Bulletin

Capt. Rip Carlton and his crew will be featured in the upcoming season of ‘Deadliest Catch’ on 

the Discovery Channel.
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PLACE YOUR JOB 

POSTING HERE
Special Includes:

• 2 Weeks in Print 
& Online 

• Logo Included
• Facebook Boost

• Featured Advertising

Searching for Employees?

Call  at 
503-325-3211 or email: 

classifieds@dailyastorian.com

Searching for Employees?

Call 800.781.3214
to advertise today!

classifieds@dailyastorian.com

GARAGE SALE
SEASON IS HERE!

ONLY

$25
for 3 days

ADVERTISE TODAY
800.781.3214

classifieds@dailyastorian.com
If it doesn’t sell in two weeks

We will give you two weeks for FREE!

SELL YOUR VEHICLE HERE!

ADVERTISE TODAY

$49.95

If it Drives or Floats...

GARAGE SALES
w w w.d ailyasto rian .co m

401 Garage/Yard Sales

Muriel Lewis’ eclectic          
collectibles and treasures: 

gazillion sea shells, beach art, 
original art, furniture, beads 

and craft supplies, posters, 12 
wedding dresses, crystal, cut 
glass, house wares, dishes, 

linens, a roomful of Christmas, 
much, much, more-something 

for everyone!Collectibles,       
Furniture, Household Items,     

Antiques, Tools.  
144 Brallier Tolovana Park.  

4/15 - 4/16  9 am - 5 pm  

401 Garage/Yard Sales

Two family sale tools, furniture, 
new pack and play, infant car 

seat, camping and fishing, 
household goods and more!    
Furniture, Household Items, 

Tools.  
697 Creekside Drive, Gearhart 

April 16-17 
9:00-3:00 

ERROR AND CANCELLATIONS

Please read your ad on the first day.

If you see an error, The Astorian 
will gladly re-run your ad correctly. 

We accept responsibility for the 
first incorrect insertion, and then 
only to the extent of a corrected 

insertion or refund of
the price paid.

To cancel or correct an ad,

call 503-325-3211.

576 Land

Cemetery Plots for Sale 
Greenwood Cemetery 

Garden of the Apostles Lot 
1:Spaces 1, 2, 3 & 4 
Call 503-458-6012

651 Help Wanted

CLATSOP COUNTY 
Victim Services Coordinator 

$26.23-$31.89/hr 
  

Seeking one VSC (20 
hrs/week) to assist victims, 

witnesses, participate in  
criminal justice processes,      
facilitate programs to aid  

victims, prevent child abuse. 
Spanish language preferred. 

For detailed requirements  
including supplemental        

questionnarie and to apply visit 
www.co.clatsop.or.us/hr,  

Career Opportunities. 
AA/EOE

SHOP LOCAL!
Check the Business Directory 

daily to utilize the local 
professionals advertising

in The Astorian.
To place an ad in our Business 
Directory, call 503-325-3211.

Use our classified ads to get 
results fast! Call 503-325-3211

to place your ad today!

157 Events

600+ Sales Saturday April 16th 
NW’S LARGEST Garage & 

Vintage Sale 
Clark County Event Center 

17402 NE Delfel Rd 
Ridgefield WA 98642 

General Admission 8am-5pm 
Adults $7 

Early Birds 7am $20 
Kids under 12 free 

www.nwgsales.com 
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