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Meet the Albatross

The wandering albatross is the
world’s largest flying bird.

Albatross are large seabirds. Scientists have These are big
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Plastic Soup in the Pacific? (A A Dangerous Mix
A number of years ago, scientists the Midway Atoll. These islands are Albatross parents travel hundreds
discovered and dead located about 1,400 miles northwest o;‘] mlilses :‘o find food for th?jirk '
albatrosses on a group of remote of the Hawaiian islands in the middle chicks. They scoop up squid, krill,
and isolated called of the Pacific . fish eggs and other natural il SLR A AR L U
seafood from the surface of the
Researchers found small plastic toys, ocean. They carry their food back )
toothbrushes, bottle____ and other to their chicks in their stomachs. Lower Columbia
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How does so much plastic get there? for these birds.) 7
The answer lies in the earth’s —
watershed and ocean . But albatross are also swallowing Ss' F
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chick ate it. Chicks are not able to
regurgitate food or other materials
out of their stomachs and the
plastic food stays there, making
them sick and killing them.

A watershed is not a building.
Itis an area of land that
collects rain and snow. The
water then drains into bays
and from there into the
ocean where it joins large
ocean currents.
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Standards Link: Language Arts:
Distinguish homophones.
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Find the words in the puzzle.

ALBATROSS
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C APS Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical Ru)ey 8’ Sea

words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.
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Planet Point of View

Find an article that shows a way in which
people harm or care for our planet. Rewrite
the article from the point of view of a wild
animal that would be affected by the news
in this article.

Standards Link: Language Arts: Write from a particular point of view.
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