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Goodenberger, an adjunct his-
toric preservation instructor at 
Clatsop Community College and 
the co-founder of the college’s 
historic preservation program, 
remains puzzled, too.

“I still can’t reconcile why it 
was there, who did it, or how old 
it is,” he said.

The patch job over the word 
“All” was done with Phillips 
screws, which were not invented 
until the 1930s.

“Somebody has touched that 
sign, or maybe they made the sign 
after 1936,” Goodenberger said. 
“Somebody knows something, and 
we just don’t know who that is.”

Goodenberger believes there 
were likely more pieces that made 
up the sign, but without evidence, 
he cannot be sure. He and Ellsberg 
hope that anyone with information 
or photos of Clatsop Cemetery will 
come forward.

Because of the fi res in that area 
over the years, Goodenberger is 
skeptical that the marker could 
have survived for any long period 

of time, or that other artifacts 
remain.

Grants
Dart-McLean said the parks 

department has no plans to develop 
or clean up the area where Clatsop 
Cemetery once was. 

“Certainly from the information 
that we’ve received in knowing 

that there may be some artifacts 
out there, we’ve approached that 
pretty carefully,” he said, adding 
that any work they do would be in 
conjunction with the college’s his-

toric preservation program.
In the meantime, the preser-

vation program, run by Good-
enberger and Lucien Swerdloff , 
plans to pursue two grants from 
the state . The fi rst would allow stu-
dents to perform preservation tasks  
at Ocean View. The other would 
allow for research and documen-
tation on Clatsop Cemetery. They 
could look at any other existing 
artifacts from the area and poten-
tially propose preservation of the 
discovered marker.

If it is determined that the 
marker was a piece of the entrance, 
the preservation program could 
also be a part of Ellsberg’s project 
to rebuild it.

As the mystery of what else may 
lie underneath remains, Gooden-
berger thinks it should be treated 
as an archaeological  site.

“At this point, I think the best 
thing to do is document it, and 
leave it alone until the time when 
we have the tools and the money 
to go in and carefully clean up the 
landscape and take care of what-
ever graves might exist, if any,” he 
said.

Cemetery: Parks department has no plans to develop, clean area
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And she’s lived almost 
three-quarters of Long 
Beach’s 100 years. 

Colleagues consider her 
the go-to person for knowl-
edge about the past. Made-
line Matson, the museum’s 
executive director, said 
everyone was overjoyed 
when she decided to move 
back from a brief retire-
ment in Colorado to con-
tinue as the museum’s vol-
unteer collections manager.

“Donella is a treasure 
trove of local history infor-
mation and she also has 
a deep knowledge of our 
museum collection, which 
is critical to our ability to 
provide outside research-
ers answers to their ques-
tions,” Matson said. “She’s 
a very important part of our 
team and a key piece of the 
institutional knowledge 
that helps hold everything 
together.”

When asked to recom-
mend a book that gives 
an overview of the history 
of the Long Beach Pen-
insula, Lucero points to a 
well-thumbed work writ-
ten in 2004. She references 
its detailed anecdotes about 
Henry Harrison Tinker and 
son, Gilbert, who in 1922 
became the fi rst mayor of 
Long Beach.

It seems perfect. The 
story about Gilbert Tin-
ker using his wife Lottie’s 
spare potato masher like a 
gavel to keep order at early 
Long Beach City Council 
meetings is exactly the type 
of detail that brings history 
alive.

As the book fl ops shut 
during an informal plan-
ning meeting to discuss the 
loan of museum photos, the 
cover reveals it was written 
by Lucero herself and her 
sister, Nancy Hobbs.

And such colorful anec-
dotes were gleaned directly 
from Tinker’s  daughter, 
Lolita. “She was the sweet-
est person in the world, a 
teeny-tiny thing,” Lucero 
said . 

Long Beach’s history 
charted a changing course 
in the decades that fol-
lowed its founding. Tin-
ker’s original platted area 
grew. Landmarks came and 
went. Lifeguards no longer 
perform drills watched by 
crowds.

“We had car racing on 
the beach. It was a fun 
thing.” Lucero recalls. 
Motorcyclists would visit. 
“As a kid,” she said, “I 
would get motorcycle 
rides. Groups would bring 
families.”

At 73, Lucero’s biggest 
joy is that her work doesn’t 
stop. She credits museum 
volunteers for hours of 
work digitizing records for 
more convenient storage 
and easier retrieval.

“When it is stored elec-
tronically you can see an 
item without having to 
touch it,” she said . “It just 
takes time. We have lots of 
volunteers that put in their 
time helping us uncover 
these cool stories that are 
in the museum.

“There’s so much here 
that hasn’t even been dis-
covered. Every day you 
fi nd something new.”

Lucero: ‘There’s so 
much here that hasn’t 
even been discovered’
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In a n election contest 
fi led in Circuit Court in 
December against the Clat-
sop County Elections Divi-
sion and County Clerk Tra-
cie Krevanko, Megan Miller 
and Josh Tuckman, the own-
ers of Castaways Global 
Cuisine & Wine Bar, alleged 
violations of election law 
and fraud.

The legal challenge 
alleged a ballot drop box at 
City Hall was improperly 
and prematurely opened and 
that ballots from a drop box 
in Seaside were improperly 
rejected. Some votes, the 
court fi lings said, were not 
properly counted or counted 
at all.

The court dismissed the 
case late last week.

Miller and Tuckman, 
who were among the many 
restaurant owners who 
opposed the ballot mea-
sure ahead of the election, 
could not be reached for 
comment.

The  c ounty declined to 
comment.

Measure 4-210 was 
approved in a 380-374 vote. 
The city expects to begin 
collecting the tax in July.

City Manager Bruce 

St. Denis has defended the 
opening of the drop box in 
front of City Hall. He said 
people had shoved several 
ballots into the side of the 

box and city staff  wanted to 
make sure the ballots were 
protected from the rain. He 
and Karen LaBonte, the 
city’s public works director, 
unlocked the box and put 
the ballots inside.

County elections staff  
have said St. Denis and 
LaBonte did not violate any 
rules.

Meanwhile, the drop box 
in Seaside was not consid-
ered an offi  cial drop-off  
location.

Krevanko picked up 
two ballots in the Seaside 
drop box after the election, 
but they were considered 
too late to count and never 
opened.

The tax is estimated to 
generate $1.7 million annu-
ally, which will be split 
between the city and Can-
non Beach Rural Fire Pro-
tection District.

The city will use its por-
tion to help fund a new City 
Hall and police station, 
while  the fi re district plans 
to use its share for opera-
tions as calls for emergency 
service continue to rise.

Food tax: Estimated to generate $1.7M annually
Continued from Page A1

The caution comes as 
social services advocates 
and law enforcement see an 
increase in the use of syn-
thetic opioids like fentanyl, 
which is signifi cantly stron-
ger than morphine and her-
oin and can be blended with 
street drugs. 

“A lot of times the per-
son taking it doesn’t know 
that there’s something else. 
So that is leading to a lot of 
overdoses, as well,” King 
said. “Using prescription 

opioids with other medica-
tions or substances like alco-
hol or benzodiazepines can 
make you more at risk for 
overdose. It’s everywhere.” 

Anyone can be at risk 
for overdosing . “It isn’t just 
someone that we see in our 
syringe exchange weekly,” 
she said. “It can be fam-
ily, friends, co-workers or 
patrons.”

Narcan,  designed to 
deliver naloxone  nasally 
during an overdose, is pro-
vided  at needle  exchanges 
and to community organiza-

tions, including emergency  
responders and businesses. 
People exiting jail are also 
provided Narcan in the belief 
that they’re at high risk for 
overdoses , King said.

“We also provide n al-
oxone at the health depart-
ment and people with Ore-
gon Health Plan can get it for 
free from their local phar-
macy, ” she said. 

Brian Owen, the CEO of 
the chamber,  said he is mov-
ing forward with connecting 
hotel staff  and others to the 
program and off ering train-

ing at designated locations.
“It’s going to take some 

time, it’s going to take some 
conversation,” he  said. 
“We’re educating and get-
ting this resource into the 
hands of our hotels, restau-
rants, retailers.

“We have a better oppor-
tunity to save that fi rst fi ve 
minutes before our medical 
fi rst responders and that’s 
what this is really geared 
toward: It’s to get the right 
people on the scene at that 
time. And for you then to 
step back.”

Overdoses: Anyone can be at risk for overdosing 
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Students in the college’s historic preservation program could help research an old cemetery.
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A legal challenge to a food tax has failed.
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