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Prisoners: ‘There are always
two narratives 1n every case’

Continued from Page A2

In all, the clinic has represented 78
defendants who petitioned for either a par-
don or commutation; 46 so far have been
granted and 17 are pending. The rest have
been rejected.

According to data provided by Brown’s
office, she has granted 1,144 commutations
and 60 pardons since taking office; 963
commutations were related to the pandemic.

Most clemency applications last year
were rejected; Brown approved about 6% of
all pardon and commutation petitions com-
bined, her spokesperson said.

‘I was so stunned’

Brown said she has not spoken with any
of the victims or their families in the cases
before her and relies on district attorneys’
offices to talk to them instead.

The governor said she reads letters from
victims and loved ones that are forwarded
by district attorneys’ offices.

“I am well aware that this is incredibly
difficult for victims and their families,” she
acknowledged.

Rosemary Brewer, executive director of
the Oregon Crime Victims Law Center, said
on several occasions she has asked Kevin
Gleim, a lawyer for the governor who han-
dles the commutation process, whether he
or Brown would take time to talk with vic-
tims’ relatives about why the governor had
granted clemency in particular cases.

Gleim declined, she said.

Brewer said the news of the juvenile
commutations in particular was difficult for
victims’ families because many first learned
about it in an Oregonian report last October.

Brewer pointed out that the rights of
crime victims are enshrined in the Oregon
Constitution, which guarantees crime vic-
tims “a right to justice, a right to a mean-
ingful role in the criminal and juvenile jus-
tice systems, a right to
due dignity and respect,

ing release decisions.

Anderson’s hearing is scheduled for
March 16.

“l was so stunned,” said Pelker, who
lives in Aurora.

In 1996, Anderson, then 17, drove Mariah
Pelker-Ingram, his former girlfriend, to a
wooded area of Woodburn, where he had
already dug a grave. He stabbed her and
beat her with a shovel.

Mariah was reported missing; a month
passed before her remains were found by
authorities.

Pelker-Ingram, Pelker’s only child, was
three months’ pregnant. She was 17. Pelker
and authorities suspect Anderson didn’t
want to take care of the baby.

The teen’s death destroyed her father,
said Peggy Wilson, her paternal aunt. Wil-
son, a psychotherapist who lives in Hous-
ton, said her brother, James Ingram, was
unable to cope with his grief and later expe-
rienced homelessness. He died in July.

“There was nothing to console him,” she
said.

Pelker said Brown’s decision to show
Anderson mercy baffles her.

“I just don’t understand,” Pelker said.
“There was never any explanation.”

Brown last year first began to consider
using her authority to address juveniles
serving time under Oregon’s Measure 11,
the mandatory sentencing law first passed
in 1994,

In particular, Brown wanted to focus on
offenders serving mandatory minimum sen-
tences but who did not benefit from 2019’s
landmark juvenile justice bill. That law aims
to keep young offenders accused of the most
serious crimes out of the adult court system.

The law sets stringent parameters for
judges to keep them in the juvenile system,
where the focus is rehabilitation. The law
did not apply retroactively.

Brown said youths have “a unique
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Marion County District Attorney Paige
Clarkson said she hired an extra staffer to
help her office respond to the flood of clem-
ency submissions to Brown in the past two
years.

Clarkson said the applications submit-
ted by Kaplan’s clinic paint defendants in a
sympathetic light, often shading the truth or
misstating the facts of the crime.

Kaplan rejected Clarkson’s characteriza-
tion of her clinic’s work.

“There is not one right story when a case
has not gone to trial,” especially in cases
settled in plea negotiations, Kaplan said.
“There are always two narratives in every
case.”

When Clarkson staff delivers news about
the governor’s clemency decisions in a case,
the victims often ask: why?

In a recent case, a victim asked Clark-
son’s staff to ask Brown if she needed to
change her name or move. “Do I need to
worry about my safety,” the woman asked,
according to Clarkson.

“I do not have answers for them,” she
said.

Ellen Pelker learned last year that the sen-
tence of her daughter’s killer, James Ander-
son, would likely be commuted just as she
was tuning in to a remote hearing, known as
a murder review, before the Oregon Board
of Parole and Post-Prison Supervision.

At a murder review hearing, the board
determines if a defendant should eventually
get parole.

Anderson’s lawyer announced that
Anderson appeared to be among the group
of juveniles whose sentences were com-
muted by Brown. That meant his case would
go to the parole board for a different type of
hearing that would decide his fate.

During juvenile hearings, a defendant’s
rehabilitation is the focus of the board’s
deliberations, though state rules say it can
also consider the premeditation or deviancy
of the crime. The board will review letters
of support and letters from victims in mak-

Kate Brown | governor of Oregon

reform,” Brown said,
“the power of clemency
can be used to address
systemic failures while
we work to make lasting change.”

Panel to help with
juvenile case-by-case reviews

For now, lawyers for the families and the
district attorneys who are suing Brown said
the governor has agreed not to release pris-
oners while a Marion County Circuit Court
judge decides whether the lawsuit can move
forward. A decision is expected next month.

Meanwhile, Brown’s office outlined
how the governor will make a case-by-case
review of what it says is an estimated 140
prisoners who committed crimes as juve-
niles and meet the following criteria: sen-
tenced before 2020, are not serving a sen-
tence for a crime committed as an adult and
have served half of their sentence by the end
of this year.

This group is in addition to a separate
group the governor commuted who also
committed crimes as juveniles. That group
of 72 can petition for release after they have
served at least 15 years.

Brown’s spokesperson, Liz Merah, said a
small group of “community members with
varied backgrounds in law, law enforcement
and adolescent development” will take part
in the review of each case and advise the
governor.

The group is made up of a retired judge,
a juvenile lawyer, a psychologist, a police
officer and the leader of a nonprofit orga-
nization that helps people transition from
prison to the community, Merah said.
Brown’s lawyers will also review those
cases.

They will gather information about each
case from police, prosecutors and the prison
system, as well as input from victims.

Merah in an email said the governor’s
office expects “only a small percentage will
be approved.”

Their fate will rest with the governor,
who said she will consider their growth and
whether they have the capacity to contribute
to the community.

Said Brown: “I will be the final decider.”
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S Miracle-Ear Hearing Centers
are looking for qualified people to test
their latest product,
The Miracle-Ear® Ready Fit
RISK FREE!

Here’s the catch: You must
have difficulty hearing and
understanding in background
noise, and your hearing
must fall in the range of the
hearing aid. People that
are selected will evaluate
Miracle-Ear’s latest advanced
digital hearing solution — the
Miracle-Ear® Ready Fit.

You will be able to walk in to our
office and walk out knowing
how much help there is for you.

Candidates will be asked to
evaluate our instruments for 30
days (risk free*). At the end of
the 30 days, if you are satisfied
with the improvement in your
hearing and wish to keep the
instrument, you may do so at
tremendous savings. But this is
only for a limited time!

Schedule your appointment today!
Use code 22FebWanted

SOME FEDERAL
WORKERS AND
RETIREES MAY BE
ELIGIBLE FOR HEARING
AIDS AT NO COST!

That’s Right...No Co-Pay! No Exam
Fee! No adjustment Fee!

BCBS federal insurance pays the total cost of 2 Miracle-Ear Audiotone Pro
aids. Most federal government employees and retirees are eligible.
You may even be covered if you have other non-federal insurance coverage.
Special factory pricing is available for non-qualifiers.
See store for details & accurate coverage.
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digital hearing aids!
Audiotone Pro CIC
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NOW BUY
ONE GET
ONE FREE!

_ HURRY!
MRy, MiracleEar offer ends
2/11/22

Valid at participating Miracle-Ear locations only. Limit one coupon per purchase. May not
be combined with other offers and does not apply to prior sales. Cash value 1/20 cent.

' Another Great Way to Save
Make your appointment today!

@ BUY 1 GET 1
@ 50% OFF

Save on our full line of digital hearing solutions.
1 % Miracle-Ear:  Don’t miss out on this amazing offer.
1 Hurry Offers ends 2/11/22

| Good only from participating Miracle-Ear representatives. One coupon per purchase. No other offers or discounts apply. Discount does |
not apply to prior sales. Offer valid on ME-5, ME-4, ME-3, and ME-2 Solutions. Cannot combine with any other offers. Cash value 1/20
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¢ Local Testing Area ¢

Hearing Tests are given for the purposes of selection and adjustment of hearing instrumentation.
Results may vary related to duration and severity of impairment. Early detection is important.

AT THESE PARTICIPATING LOCATIONS ONLY!!

Miracle-Ear Center

2505 Main Ave N, Suite C

Tillamook, OR 97141
(503) 836-7926

Miracle-Ear Center
Youngs Bay Plaza
173 S. Hwy 101
Warrenton, OR 97146

(503) 836-7921
Visit us online www.miracle-ear.com

Risk Free Offer- The aids must be returned within 30 days of delivery if not completely satisfied and 100% of the purchase price
will be refunded. **Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only. These are not medical exams or
diagnoses. Blue Cross Shield, the Blue Cross, the Blue Shield, BCBS, and Federal Employee Program are a registered trademark of
Blue Cross Blue Shield Association. Blue Cross Blue Shield Association and its independent licensees are not affiliated with, nor do
they endorse or sponsor, the contests of this advertisement. Trademarks referring to specific providers are used by Miracle Ear for
nominative purposes only: to truthfully identify the source of the services about which information is provided.

Such trademarks are solely the property of their respective owners.




