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Twelve years ago, Kristin 
Klindt and her husband, Joa-
quin Perez, took a chance by 
leaving the big city to run a 
bookstore they inherited in a 
small town.

Today they’re the fourth 
owners in the line of three 
families to run Oregon’s 
oldest continually operated 
bookstore.

Klindt’s Booksellers in 
The Dalles quietly cele-
brated its 150th anniversary 
in 2020. The bookstore was 
founded in 1870 by Ingw-
ert Nickelsen in the his-
toric heart of downtown The 
Dalles. After a fi re in the late 
1800s (either 1883 or 1893, 
depending on the source), 
the shop reopened across the 
street at 315 E. 2nd St.

It’s been there ever since.
In 1928, Nickelsen sold 

the store to brothers Gus 
and Paul Weigelt, who ran 
it with their sister, Edna. 
The trio operated Weigelt’s 
Bookstore & Stationers until 
1981, when married col-
lege professors, Philip and 
Linda Klindt, purchased the 
store and renamed it Klindt’s 
Booksellers.

Linda Klindt died in 2000, 
and Philip died in 2010. The 
couple had no children, so 
after their deaths, the store 
passed to their niece and 
nephew.

Klindt and Perez had been 
living in the San Francisco 
Bay Area when they inher-
ited a half-share in the book-
store. Kristin’s brother is a 
farmer, and he wasn’t plan-
ning to change careers.

“It was either move up 
or sell, and we just really 
didn’t want to sell it,” Perez 
said. With their 4-year-old 
son about to start school, it 
seemed like the right time to 
make a big change and move 
closer to family.

Perez, who owned a mov-
ing and storage company in 
California, became the day-

to-day manager of the store. 
Klindt, who had worked 
remotely for an online ana-
lytics company, continued 
her day job after the move 
to Oregon. She also handles 
the remote work of manag-
ing the bookstore.

“It’s kind of a roman-
tic dream to own a book-
store, but it’s not very prac-
tical monetarily,” Perez said. 
“Kristin having her second 
job has allowed us to do 
what we’re doing.”

The bookstore is a beloved 
institution in The Dalles, a 
community of about 15,000 
residents. When Klindt’s 

temporarily closed its doors 
during the pandemic, Perez 
made home deliveries of 
book orders.

“This community is very 
protective of its bookstore,” 
Perez said. “We have very 
loyal clientele which carried 
us through COVID.”

Inside, the space looks 
relatively unchanged from 
an old-fashioned general 
store. Perez took advantage 
of the pandemic closure by 
refi nishing the original wood 
fl oors of the shop, and sand-
ing and painting the origi-
nal bookshelves that line the 
walls.

There’s a strong sense 
of history inside the space, 
which may explain some of 
the ghost stories.

“There are three peo-
ple’s ashes here in the store,” 
Perez said. “Two of them 
are former owners and one 
was a former customer 
whose family came and 
dropped off  the ashes. They 
get moved around the store 
periodically.”

For years, stories have 
been told about the ghost of 
Edna Weigelt, who suppos-
edly haunts the shop. After 
her brothers sold the store to 
the Klindts, Edna stayed on 

as an employee. She worked 
there until she was 91.

The diminutive Edna 
would stand on the toilet seat 
to reach the bathroom light 
cord. Occasionally today, so 
the stories go, a set of small 
footprints may still appear on 
the seat lid.

Bookstore employees 
welcome questions about 
Edna, the town’s history or 
just about any topic.

“We have our regulars 
who come in just about every 
day, to chit-chat about books 
or politics or whatnot. It’s 
a fun place in that regard,” 
Perez said. “Bookstores are 

a blending of ideas. Peo-
ple who read books, gener-
ally speaking, are willing to 
absorb diff erent ideas and 
are generally pretty open-
minded people.”

Perez said he sees himself 
as a custodian of a store that 
belongs not just to his fam-
ily but the entire community. 
Eventually, he and his wife 
hope to pass it to the next 
generation, either to their 
son or to one of their many 
nieces and nephews.

“We’re caretaking a leg-
acy,” he said. “There’s a lot 
of responsibility in it, but 
there’s also a lot of joy.”

Bookstore in The Dalles is state’s oldest
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Klindt’s Booksellers was founded in 1870 and is the oldest continuously operating bookstore in Oregon.

Ci t y Lumber
“We’re 

more than 
a lumber 

yard”

®

2142 Commercial, Astoria
325-4511  • 1-800-248-4511

www.citylumber.com
 FOLLOW US ON FOLLOW US ON

Open Monday - Friday 7:30 am to 5:30 pm; Saturday 8 am to 5 pm; Sunday 9 am to 4 pm

               Founded 1904

     Your Project Headquarters

This 5-Gallon Vacmaster wet/dry vacuum is the perfect size for 
a variety of tasks around the house or garage. With a 3.0-Peak 
HP motor, this vacuum makes cleanup easy. The balanced 
top handle design and durable, wide stance casters provide 
stable transportation during and after use. The on-board hose, 
cord, and accessory storage allows for keeping all of the 
attachments organized and in one place. A quick and simple 
conversion turns this powerful vac into a blower for additional 
cleaning power. Features 1-1/4 In. x 6 Ft. hose and 8 Ft. cord 
with cord storage. Includes (3) extension wands, 2-in-1 utility 
nozzle, reusable cloth filter, foam wet filter.  SKU #355987

$5499

Vacmaster 5 Gallon 
Wet/Dry Vacuum

M18 FUEL features a POWERSTATE brushless motor, 
REDLINK PLUS electronic intelligence and REDLITHIUM 
battery technology resulting in longer motor life, more 
run time and more power. Tool Combo Kit includes the 
M18 FUEL 1/2” Hammer Drill/Driver and the M18 FUEL 
1/4” Hex Impact Driver. Includes (2) M18 REDLITHIUM 
XC5.0 Extended Capacity Battery Packs, M18 & M12 
Multi-Voltage Charger and carrying case. SKU #301184

$39999

Milwaukee M18 FUEL Li-Ion 
Brushless Hammer Drill & Impact 
Cordless Tool Combo Kit

We’ll store your pellets for you.
You pick them up when you need them!

Don’t have 
room to store a 
ton of pellets?
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$539
40-LB. BAG

$249.50/ton
Picked
up
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delivery
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HAVE IT

OVER 
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ITEMS IN STOCK!
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Classic style.
State-of-the-art performance.

Combining the appearance and workability 
of wood with the durability of specially 
formulated fiber cement, Allura Lap Siding 
not only looks great but lasts considerably 
longer than traditional exterior wall cladding 
or vinyl siding.


