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Smith Rock State Park has seen double 
the number of visitors in recent years, leading 
to an overfl ow of parking and overuse of the 
trails and facilities. The steady increase in vis-
itors has led to people parking illegally along 
nearby county roads, and hikers leaving con-
gested trails to stomp out their own unautho-
rized shortcuts.

To address the growing issues, Smith Rock 
is set to receive $4 million to $6 million from 
the state Legislature for upgrades throughout 
the park off  U.S. Highway 97 near Terrebonne.

Matt Davey, Smith Rock State Park man-
ager, said the park plans to complete the 
upgrades by the end of 2024. The funding is 
part of a $50 million package from the Leg-
islature to support state parks across Oregon.

“The ball is going to be rolling pretty quick 
to get these projects completed around the 
state, including at Smith Rock,” Davey said.

With the funds, the park plans to create two 
new parking lots, Davey said. One lot will be 
an expansion of the existing RV trailer lot near 
the entrance of the park. The other lot will 
expand and pave an overfl ow parking area on 
a grass fi eld near the northern end of the park.

Davey said the two lots should provide 
enough spaces to keep people from parallel 
parking on Smith Rock Way, Wilcox Road 
and 17th Street. The Deschutes County Sher-
iff ’s Offi  ce began ticketing people in March 

for parking on those roads.
The new parking lots should also keep peo-

ple from walking a mile from the county roads 
outside the park, Davey said.

“One of the problems we have had is people 
walking down the road when they park along 
the parallel parking section,” Davey said. “We 
are going to be looking to get people off  of the 

road so they don’t have to walk on it.”
Both lots will be connected to the park’s 

trail system. The Rim Rock Trail at the south-
ern entrance of the park will be extended to the 
north near the parking lot in the grass fi eld.

“That will give people the ability to walk 
on a trail rather than the road from that north-
ern expanded parking lot,” Davey said.

Rim Rock Trail will also connect to a new 
visitors center, which is being planned with the 
state funding.

The new visitor center will be near the 
RV trailer parking lot and closer to the main 
entrance than the existing visitor center. The 
current center is a converted yurt, which has 
limited space, Davey said.

“It’s actually been very eff ective and peo-
ple have liked it, but it is small and it is limited 
in what it can actually do,” Davey said. “Hav-
ing a well-designed, bigger visitor center will 
work for multiple functions.”

Davey envisions having interpretive signs 
and programs in the new visitors center. He is 
pleased the center will be near the Rim Rock 
Trail, which is recommended for hikers of all 
abilities.

“By improving the Rim Rock Trail and 
off ering a new visitors center, people can stop 
and get oriented in choosing an option that is 
going to best fi t their idea of an enjoyable day,” 
Davey said.

In addition to the parking and trail improve-
ments, the state funding will go toward electri-
cal upgrades and a new restroom.

Specifi c design and construction plans are 
still being determined, but Davey is thrilled to 
have the support from the state Legislature to 
begin the process of improving the park.

“It’s going to be busy, but it’s going to be 
exciting,” Davey said. “It’s really great to see 
Smith Rock get the attention that it really does 
deserve.”

Central Oregon state park to see upgrades

Visitors fl ock to the trails at Smith Rock State Park. The state plans to add parking lots and a 

visitors center at the park.
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People walk back to their cars parked along the road at Smith Rock State Park. The park will add two new parking lots due to an increase in visitor numbers.
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Well-balanced lightweight XP framing nailer drives ring, screw, 
and smooth-shank full round head nails for tough fastening jobs. 
Specifically engineered for demanding pros and demanding 
environments. Applications include framing, truss building, sub-
flooring, sheathing, decking, siding, fencing, pallets and crate 
assembly. Features and benefits include ergonomic design, 
retractable rafter hanger, highly efficient internal design uses less 
air to drive nails, patented TrueDrive magazine reduces jams and 
misfeeds, low profile design fits easily between studs and joists, 
5 year limited warranty. SKU#302234

18V LXT lithium-ion sub-compact brushless cordless 2-piece 
combo kit includes: 18V LXT sub-compact brushless 1/2 
In. drill-driver, 18V LXT sub-compact brushless impact 
driver, (2) 18V compact LXT lithium-ion 2.0 Ah battery, Rapid 
Optimum charger, tool bag. Compact and ergonomic design. 
SKU#303655

Lightweight 25W iron is great for fine soldering 
applications such as fine wiring, electronics, and 
hobbies. Tip heats up to 900 deg. to ensure better 
solder joints. The pencil styling provides better 
control and handling. Designed with an impact-
resistant handle and stainless steel shaft for 
durability. 5 year warranty. SKU#314403

FatMax tape measure with 11 Ft. of blade stand out. 
Ergonomic case. 1-1/4 In. wide blade for more durability 
and first 3 In. has Blade Armor for increased durability. 
Cushion-grip is built into case for nonslip grip. Multi-
functional hook grabs on side, top, or bottom. Heavy-duty 
mylar coating extends blade life. SKU#344346

Variable speed (5000 to 32,000 RPM). Click and set On/
Off switch for desired speed. 360 deg. grip-zone for 
improved comfort. EZ Twist nose cap with wrench for fast 
accessory changes. Efficient fan design and side vents 
provide a cooler running tool making it comfortable for 
extended periods of use. Includes sanding/grinding guide 
attachment. SKU#364185
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