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The X-energy project is proposed to be built on a portion of a site now dominated by the dome
of the Washington Public Power Supply System No. 1, seen here in 2001. The plant was never
completed and construction was halted in 1982, when it was about 60% complete.

Power plant: Would be state’s first
new nuclear project since the 1970s
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the commercial framework to succeed, and
succeed wildly,” Sell said in March congres-
sional testimony.

X-energy’s four reactors would be able to
generate 320 megawatts of power, less than
one-third the amount of the roughly 1,200
megawatt capacity of the Columbia Gener-
ating Station.

The project, with a reactor dubbed
Xe-100, would be the state’s first new
nuclear power development since the 1970s,
when the Washington Public Power Supply
System — the initial name for the Energy
Northwest utility consortium — tried to
build five large nuclear power plants but fin-
ished only one in a disastrous effort based
on flawed forecasts of future power demand.

The unfinished plants left a bitter leg-
acy — including the largest municipal bond
default in U.S. history and, among some, a
deep mistrust of the nuclear power industry.

oratory in southern Idaho “had to be termi-
nated prematurely” when monitoring indi-
cated “the fuel began to release fission
products at a rate high enough to challenge
offsite radiation dose limits.”

If the project moves forward, Lyman calls
for the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to
take a more cautious licensing approach that
would first approve the reactor as a prototype
before moving into commercial production.

“A lot of the rationale for why you would
embark on this journey is not supported by
the evidence,” Lyman said.

X-energy officials dispute
critique.

“I’ve known Ed for a long time,” Sell
said. “He’s committed to his anti-nuclear
positions. That particular report, as it was
related to us, relied on public information
that is no longer current or relevant.”

X-energy’s project in Washington also
is receiving pushback in from a Northwest
tribe.
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The reactor operates
at much higher tempera-
tures than the water-cooled
nuclear plants now in oper-
ation. It is stocked, like a gumball machine,
with the pebbles, each of which holds thou-
sands of fuel particles.

The uranium in these fuel particles is
enriched to increase the level of the fission-
able U-235 isotope above 15%. This is far
below the roughly 90% level required for
atomic bombs but still more than triple the
level of enrichment for the fuel of current
generation reactors.

The heart of the safety case is the design
of the fuel, which tucks the kernels of ura-
nium inside three protective layers of carbon
and ceramic-based materials.

This is called TRISO fuel. The federal
Energy Department calls TRISO the “most
robust nuclear fuel on earth.” X-energy
claims on its website the fuel retains waste
and prevents meltdowns entirely.

Sell, in remarks in Kennewick on Oct. 28,
said that this safety enables a dramatically
simplified design that results in big cost sav-
ings. “I’'m talking about a reactor that has
one-tenth the number of required safety-re-
lated systems on it compared to Columbia
Generating Station,” Sell said.

The claims of a meltdown-proof fuel are
dismissed as “absurd” by Edwin Lyman, a
physicist with the Union of Concerned Sci-
entists who has researched nuclear reactor
safety for many years.

Lyman questions whether the X-energy
reactor would be safe enough to justify a
design that does away with costly leak-tight
containment buildings standard for the cur-
rent generation of water-cooled reactors.

He says the safety of TRISO fuel requires
the ability to consistently manufacture it to
exacting standards. So far, he said, that has
not been demonstrated in the United States.

In a report he published this year, Lyman
notes a 2019 test of the fuel at a national lab-

Kevin Nordt | Grant County
Public Utility District’s
general manager

1855 treaties ceding mil-
lions of acres of land called
for the preservation of
important rights, includ-
ing hunting, fishing and
gathering. Hanford is par-
tially within these treaty
territories, and new reactor development
could impact those rights and resources, said
Brigham’s letter, which called for consulta-
tion to discuss the federal government’s trust
responsibility under the treaty.

The tribes’ concerns are shared by the
Columbia Riverkeeper, a Northwest envi-
ronmental group that released a September
report blasting small nuclear reactors as an
“unacceptable solution to climate change.”

X-energy has yet to apply for a Nuclear
Regulatory Commission license to operate
the reactor, a complex process that includes
an extensive safety review, according to
Scott Burnell, a commission spokesperson.

‘This has to be competitive’

In the months ahead, drilling for soil
samples is expected to begin at X-energy’s
Columbia River site.

Construction could begin by 2024,
according to a tentative timeline.

At the Kennewick meeting organized in
late October by Energy Northwest, there was
plenty of optimism. Grant County’s Nordt,
appearing on a panel with Sell, talked about
the value of a flexible source of nuclear
power. And he urged other utility officials
to consider signing up to take some of this
power.

“I"d say, look to Grant, we’ll take care of
the details,” Nordt declared.

But in a state where the earlier financial
problems of the Washington Public Power
Supply System still cast a shadow, any move
by a utility district to finance a new nuclear
project will get a lot of scrutiny.

Nordt acknowledges that.

“This has to be competitive. We’re not
doing this because we think the technology
is cool,” Nordt said. “This is our customer’s
money, which we take very seriously.”
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Losing Your HEARING

or are your ears just plugged with

EARWAX?

FIND OUT FOR YOURSELF!

You are invited for a FREE ear inspection using
the latest video technology to determine if you
could be helped by a hearing aid!

Call for an appointment now to avoid waiting! It's All FREE!

NOW THROUGH NOVEMBER 19TH, 2021

FREE Video Otoscope Ear Inspection®
This show-all Picture of your ear canal is displayed on a color monitor, so you'll see exact-
ly what we see to determine if you could be helped by a hearing aid.

FREE Complete Electronic Hearing Test*
This Audiometric evaluation will precisely show you what you've been missing and if you
can be helped by a hearing aid.

FREE Package of Hearing Aid Batteries

If you now wear a hearing aid, you will receive one FREE package of Hearing Aid Batter-
ies. If we test your hearing to see if you could be helped by a hearing aid you will receive
another FREE Package.

FREE In-Office Repairs
All'in-office hearing aid repairs shall be FREE. . .and factory repairs, regardless of make or
model shall be 50% OFF the total cost of the repair.
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. Comfortable to wear

Sizes to meet your lifestyle

Uses the ear’s natural ability to locate sound

Most models compatible with wireless
Bluetooth® Technology

Introducing the

NEW
Chip in the Ear

¢Individualized

Receiver-In-The-Canal Advantages

Open Fit/Reciever-In-The-Canal

Advanced, powerful technology allows even more options
to wear this more natural sounding and comfortable
hearing aid. /) 4
Open Fit hearing aids fit securely behind the ear and have [

a thin tube that directs the sound into your ear canal. The o/ M
RIC (Reciever-In-The-Canal) provides more taargeted =l | R

Genius™ Available

sound with a speaker added to the end of the clear, thin & ~d . Neat
tube. miniRIC RIC XT RIC
More RIC Advantages:
. Smaller than ever * More natural sounding

Discreet and comfortable » \Versatile » Rechargable option

. Best-in-performance features that reduce or elimi-
nate feedback and whistling

. The most versatile model - able to fit most levels of
hearing loss. Most models are compatible with
wireless Bluetooth® Technology
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» Utilizes the most advanced technology

» Uses the ear’s natural ability to locate sound

* Most models compatible with wireless
Bluetooth® Technology

' LIMITED TIME OFFER! !
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I OPEg FIT TECHNOLOGY I
! 995.00 !
| MSRP 3090 SAVE 2095 |
| Offer valid on Model ME2400 100% Digital & 100% Programmable |
Valid at participating Miracle-Ear® Hearing Aid Centers. Limit one hearing aid per
I customer at the promotional price. May not be combined with other offer and does I
not apply to prior sales. Cash value 1/20th cent. Offer expires 11/19/21
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| ANOTHER GREAT WAY TO SAVE! |
I @@ Save on our advanced line of digital hearing aids. I
w BUY 1 GET 1
| |
1 ( 50% OFF! !
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I )‘ ="¢ Manufacturer’'s Suggested Retail Price. All ME-1, ME-2 and ME-3 Solutions Hearing Aids I
=g Good only from participating Miracle-Ea™ Hearing Aid Centers. One coupon per purchase. No other offers or
I discounts apply. Discount does not apply to prior sales. Offer valid on ME-1, ME-2, ME-3 hearing aids. Cannot I
combine with any other offers. Cash value 1/20th cent. Offer expires 11/19/21
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AT THESE PARTICIPATING MIRACLE-EAR HEARING AID CENTERS ONLY!
CALL FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT!

Miracle-Ear Center
173 S. Hwy 101
Warrenton, OR 97146
(503) 836-7921

Miracle- Ear Center
2505 Main Ave N, Suite C
Tillamook, OR 97141
(503) 836-7926

My, Miracle-Ear

*Hearing test is always free. Hearing aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experiences vary depending on severity of hearing loss, accuracy of
evolution, and ability to adapt to amplification. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine am-plification needs only. These are not medical exams or
diagnoses. If you suspect a problem please seek treatment from your physician. **Blue Cross Blue Shield, The Blue Cross, The Blue Shield, BCBS and Federal
Employee Program are registered trademarks of Blue Cross Blue Shield Association. Blue Cross Blue Shield Association and its independent licensees are not
affiliated with nor do they endorse or sponsor the contents of this advertisement. Trademarks referring to specifdic providers are used by Miracle-Ear for
nominative
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