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A beaked whale is seen near Baja California, Mexico.A beaked whale is seen near Baja California, Mexico.

Team encounters whales
off  the Oregon Coast

By JES BURNS
Oregon Public Broadcasting

Engine trouble can be a real 
drag.

Especially when you’re just a 
few days into a weeklong journey 
to the Great Pacifi c Garbage Patch 
in search of elusive beaked whales.

So when the Oregon State Uni-
versity research mission aboard 
the R/V Pacifi c Storm had to turn 
around in the middle of the ocean 
and head back to Newport, there 
was a fair amount of disappoint-
ment on board.

“It was very clear that we were 
not going to be able to keep the 
expedition as planned. We needed 
to change things up,” research 
leader Lisa Ballance said.

Beaked whales are some of the 
shyest marine mammals around. 
They often spend their time far 
away from land, hunting in the deep 
open ocean. They look like longer, 
chubbier dolphins. Six known spe-
cies have never been seen alive. 
Scientists only know about their 
existence because they’ve been 
found dead.

Ballance and her team were on 

the trail of what they thought could 
be a totally new species that had 
been sighted, but not identifi ed, 
near the garbage patch. But with 
more than half their time being 
eaten up by engine repairs and 
other delays, the team made the 
call to look for whales a bit closer 
to home.

“We know in the seas … right 
off  of Oregon, there are beaked 
whale mysteries,” said Ballance, 
director of Oregon State’s Marine 
Mammal Institute. “And I’ll be 
darned if we didn’t have an abso-
lutely remarkable encounter …. I 
still cannot believe it.”

The Pacifi c Storm was about 
200 miles off  the northern Ore-
gon Coast when audio special-
ist Annamaria DeAngelis picked 
something up while listening 
through a hydrophone towed 
behind the ship. It was the sounds 
of beaked whale echolocation. 
There’s no light in the deep water 
where the whales hunt, so they 
use sound to locate squid, which is 
thought to be their main prey. It’s 
similar to the method used by bats.

The sound is so high-pitched 
that humans can’t hear it, but the 

instruments can. And DeAnge-
lis didn’t recognize what whale 
that particular acoustic signature 
belonged to.

And then the signal stopped. 
The team knew that meant the 
whales were on their way to the 
surface to breathe.

The research crew all rushed to 
the deck. The seas were rough and 
the wind high, diffi  cult conditions 
to spot any whale. An hour passed. 
Then, they got lucky.

Two whales appeared.
“Amazingly, they were what I 

would call curious. They stayed 
with the ship. We pointed the ship 
and went down-swell. And so did 
they …. And we got great looks at 
them,” Ballance said.

The whales swam so close to 
the Pacifi c Storm that the crew 
was able to collect a small sam-
ple of skin with a crossbow-fi red 
biopsy dart. That skin sample was 
key to positively identifying them 
as Hubbs’ beaked whales.

The Hubbs’ beaked whale was 
fi rst discovered dead and washed 
up on shore in the 1940s in South-
ern California. Ballance says a 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration science team 
observed the species alive off  the 
coast of Oregon in the mid-1990s, 
but as far as she knows, none had 
been sighted alive since.

But more important scientifi -
cally than the sighting of Hubbs’ 
beaked whales was the audio 
recording they captured. For the 
fi rst time, researchers were able to 
positively match the Hubbs’ to its 
song.

“Linking the acoustic call with 
a visual description of a poorly 
known whale — and confi rming 
the species identifi cation through 
genetics — is an extremely power-
ful tool. Because instantly we know 
the animal occurs everywhere that 
call has been recorded,” she said.

Now the task for the team is 
to fi nd where that call has been 
recorded before so they can start to 
get a sense of their range. The team 
hopes to publish a paper with their 
results next year.

“It was such an unlikely event 
to happen, especially on the heels 
of what we were sort of thinking 
was a largely failed expedition … 
It was an absolutely extraordinary 
win.”
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Ilwaco

Garage Sale
615 Lake St.  

Ilwaco, Wa. 98624

10/29, 10/30/21  
9am to 4pm

Whirlpool washer and dryer, 
twin bed with frame, nice 
furniture, framed art and 

mirrors, home office furniture, 
home decor, garage shelving, 

designer women’s clothing.

State mandated 
Covid requirements in place.

Sign up sheet available 
onsite at 8am.
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651 Help Wanted

Cannon Beach Police 
Department

Position: Code Enforcement 
Officer

Closing Date is Friday, 
November 12, 2021 – 5:00pm

Salary: $24.54-$31.32 hourly

Including Benefits

Link for full job details:   
https://www.ci.cannon-beach.

or.us/police/page/code-
enforcement-officer-job-1

Full-Time Employment 
The Youngs River Lewis 

and Clark Water District is 
hiring for an Accounts / Utility 

Billing Manager. $17-20/
Hr DOE plus full benefit 

package. YoungsRiverWater.
Org for full job description 

and employment application 
or stop by our office at 34583 
Hwy 101 Business in Astoria 

OR 97103 ASTORIA, OR. 
(503)325-4330

carl@yrlcoffice.org

SHOP LOCAL!
Check the Business Directory 

daily to utilize the local 
professionals advertising

in The Astorian.
To place an ad in our Business 
Directory, call 503-325-3211.

Clatsop County
Park Caretaker

Clatsop County seeks a 
Park Caretaker for Westport 
County Park, near Westport, 
OR.  Duties include visitor 
assistance and custodial 

services. The county 
provides a full hookup RV 
site.  Position begins mid 

November 2021 with three 
month contract periods. 

Packet is posted at www.
co.clatsop.or.us. Submit 
applications to Clatsop 

County Parks, 2001 Marine 
Drive, STE 253, Astoria, 

Oregon 97103. Position is 
open until filled. For 

information contact County 
Parks at 503-325-6452. 

204 Automobiles

Hyundai Santa Fe GLS 
2007, 157800 miles, excellent 

condition. $6250.00  
Text 909-747-7638 for 

information. 

651 Help Wanted

Jewell School District 
Vacancy Notice

Administrative/Fiscal 
Secretary 1.0 FTE

Application Deadline Oct 29 
2021

Start Date: ASAP
For Detailed Information, 

Position Description & 
Requirements and Applicant 

Requirements please visit our 
website: www.jewell.k12.or.us 

Full-Time Employment 
Bookkeeper wanted for CPA 
firm. Candidate must have 
accounting knowledge of 

QuickBooks, Payroll, Bank 
Reconciliations, Microsoft 

Office and general 
office equipment. Benefits 

include vacation, sick leave, 
retirement and competitive 

pay.  Long Beach, WA. 
(360)875-6565

ngoodin@willapabay.org

If You Live In

Seaside

or Cannon Beach

DIAL

503-325-3211
FOR A

The Astorian

Classified Ad

Full-Time Employment 
Northwest Regional ESD is 

hiring full time 
Instructional Assistant 

positions in Clatsop County.  
Work in Early Childhood 

Special Education 
classrooms with children age 
3-5.  Several open positions 

(inc.bilingual). Apply at 
NWRESD.org job 2213.  

Hillsboro, OR. (503)614-1428
lscharpf@nwresd.k12.or.us

www.DailyAstorian.com


