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As his 8th birthday 
approached in September, 
Sylvan Sugar was interested 
in the party, but also the gifts 
he expected to receive from 
his friends.

“He’s in the second grade 
and into the usual stuff ,” said 
his mother, Christine Sugar. 
“He loves cars.”

But a few weeks before 
the party, Sylvan told his 
mother that he didn’t want 
any gifts. He said he wanted 
his friends to use the money 
they planned to spend on 
him to buy birthday gifts for 
homeless children.

When his mother asked 
him why, he said he remem-
bered watching “Little Red 
Wagon,” a movie inspired by 
a Florida boy who collected 
supplies for those who lost 
their homes in the aftermath 
of Hurricane Charley, and 
then later decided to help 
homeless children.

“Not that he doesn’t have 
his moments of huge selfi sh-
ness at his age,” his mother 
said, “but he was serious 
about this.”

Sugar notifi ed parents of 
the kids invited to her son’s 
party about his request. Then 
she began looking for a char-
ity and found the idea of kids 
giving up birthday gifts to 
help children experiencing 
homelessness.

“I think it’s pretty amaz-

ing,” she said.
Sugar, 46, who lives in 

West Linn with her husband 
and their two sons, grew up 
in a small California town.

“I never saw any home-
less,” she said. “What my 
kids see is so extreme, and 
they’re aware of it. We were 
in Portland and my kids saw 
a homeless camp where 
there had been a fi re. It’s 
important that my children 
realize how fortunate they 
are.”

Her son boils it down to 
just a few words.

“I just wanted to do it.”
Will it be an ongoing 

habit?
“Hmmm. I don’t know if 

I’ll do it next year.”
Christine Sugar ended 

up receiving $335 from par-
ents to fulfi ll her son’s birth-
day wish. When she couldn’t 
fi nd any charities in the Port-
land area that specifi cally 
helped with birthday parties 
for homeless children, she 
expanded her search area 
and found Light the Way 
Birthdays in Dallas.

Sandra Stewart, the 
founder of the charity, said 
she was “blown away” when 
she heard from Sugar. She 
started her small nonprofi t 
— just her and two friends 
who volunteer — 18 months 
ago because she remem-
bered the pain of her own 
childhood. She said she does 
it for free, paying all her 
fees and expenses, using any 
money raised just for birth-
day gifts and celebrations.

“I was born homeless,” 
she said. “My mother was 

addicted to meth and my 
father was in prison. We were 
always moving. I don’t think 
I ever had a birthday party. 
It was a time of stress and 
struggle. My mom fi nally 
got clean when I was 16 and 
we moved to Oregon.”

Stewart eventually 
attended Linn-Benton Com-
munity College, where she 
earned an associate degree 
to be a medical assistant. 
Now 33, she is a supervi-
sor in an Albany medical 
clinic. She also takes online 
classes, majoring in English 
and political science, at Ari-
zona State University.

“I wanted to pay my good 
life forward,” she said. “I 
wanted to focus on birthday 
parties for kids. When par-
ents are homeless, there just 
isn’t the energy or capacity 
to throw a party.”

She works with Jackson 
Street, an agency that works 
with homeless youth and 
has shelters in Corvallis and 
Albany.

“They’ve had six parties 
there this year,” she said.

Shelter offi  cials contact 
Stewart when they know of 
an upcoming birthday and 
send her a wish list of a child 
living in the shelter.

“We’re shopping this Sat-
urday for a party,” she said. 
“I can’t describe how it 
makes me feel. I refl ect on 
my childhood.”

Stewart said Sylvan Sugar 
made an impact on her life.

“He fi lls me with hope,” 
she said. “He reminds 
me that we can all do 
something.”

Thinking of others 
on his 8th birthday
Oregon boy helps 
homeless children

Sylvan Sugar, 8, asked that money his friends would spend on his birthday be donated to buy 

gifts for children at a homeless shelter.
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Ilwaco

Garage Sale
615 Lake St.  

Ilwaco, Wa. 98624

10/29, 10/30/21  
9am to 4pm

Whirlpool washer and dryer, 
twin bed with frame, nice 
furniture, framed art and 

mirrors, home office furniture, 
home decor, garage shelving, 

designer women’s clothing.

State mandated 
Covid requirements in place.

Sign up sheet available 
onsite at 8am.

Strange Estate Sales 

BUSIN ESSD IRE CTORY
Y O U R GU ID E  TO LOCAL  PRO F E SSIONAL S

Arborist

Affordable Rates
BIGBY’S TREE SERVICE

ISA CERTIFIED
ARBORISTS

•Pruning
•Removal

•Stump Grinding
•Excavator/Brush Rake

•Vegetation Management

(503)791-0767

bigbystreeservice.com

CCB#158562

ARBOR CARE TREE
SPECIALISTS

ISA Certified Arborists
ISA Board-Certified

Master Arborist
ISA Tree Risk Assessment 

Qualified
Comprehensive Service, 

Pruning/Removal,
Stump Grinding/Hazard 

Evaluations
(503)791-0853

www.arborcarenw.com
CCB#171855

WA#ARBORCI909RW
Care for Your Trees 

www.DailyAstorian.com

Construction
Design

Jack Coffey Construction
•New•Repair•Remodel

•Drywall•Concrete•Decks
•Licensed•Bonded•Insured

(503)325-7406 * CCB#55284 

Electricians

WADSWORTH ELECTRIC           

Electrical Services 

503-325-5501

ccb#2404 

Handyman
Services

North Coast Handyman & 
Woodworking, LLC

(503) 440-5758
Facebook: northcoasthw

Interior remodeling,
siding, windows, decks,

rot specialist.
Licensed, bonded,

& insured.
CCB#215908

Lawn & Garden

Bellos Construction, 
remodeling, framing, drywall, 

flooring, kitchen, showers, 
tile, roofing, siding, concrete 

work, pavers, driveway, 
retaining walls, pressure 

washing, painting, 
renovation.

Free Estimates
Call (503)741-1582

CCB# 228782
*Bello*825CP

OR & WA Licensed, 
Bonded & Insured

Lawn & Garden

Alejo’s Landscape 
Maintenance LLC

One time clean ups!
Monthly maintenance!

Fences, Walkways, Patios, 
Mulch, Mowing, Trimming, 
Pruning, Gutters, Pressure 

washing, Roof cleaning, and 
many other services. 

CALL US FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE

(503)791-0190
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

LCB # 100116

Ellis Tree & Lawn Service
One-time clean-up or

year-round lawn care. Brush 
clearing, tree service, stump 
grinding, pressure washing & 

many other services. 
Call Rick (503)791-1837

•JIM’S LAWN CARE•
•Brush Clearing•Lawns•Shrubs 

•Hauling•Gutter & 
Storm-Cleanup

(503)325-2445 Free Estimates

Jamey’s Lawn Service
Mowing,trimming, brush 
clearing, bark mulch and 

more. 503-791-6057  

Professional
Services

TM Bookkeeping Service
•Payables •Receivables

•Payroll •Quarterly Reporting  
Terry (503)298-0750

Dionne (503)791-1928

204 Automobiles

Hyundai Santa Fe GLS 
2007, 157800 miles, excellent 

condition. $6250.00  
Text 909-747-7638 for 

information. 

651 Help Wanted

Full-Time Employment 
Bookkeeper wanted for CPA 
firm. Candidate must have 
accounting knowledge of 

QuickBooks, Payroll, Bank 
Reconciliations, Microsoft 

Office and general 
office equipment. Benefits 

include vacation, sick leave, 
retirement and competitive 

pay.  Long Beach, WA. 
(360)875-6565

ngoodin@willapabay.org

A small town

newspaper

with a global

outlook

One of the Pacific 

Northwest’s great 

small newspapers

www.dailyastorian.com

Go.
Do.
coastweekend.com

 dining • the arts • music

shopping • museums • 

classes • movies gardening 

• news • blogs • more

SOCIAL ANXIETY?

Send an email to:
classifieds@dailyastorian.com
to place a classified ad without 

picking up a phone!

            Save your handy pull-out                                     

         for this week’s viewing schedules!
SCREENSCREEN timeguide


