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a true hibernation , but across most 
of their geographic range they do 
spend the autumn fattening up. 
They become more lethargic and 
remain relatively inactive through 
the winter.

Local police say Manzanita 
has never had a problem bear — 
a bear that repeatedly raided trash 
cans or became a threat to peo-
ple and pets. This new bear seems 
to be no diff erent. Wildlife offi  -
cials are not concerned. If peo-
ple secure their trash and keep pet 
food and other attractants indoors, 
the bear should move on.

Black bears, the only type of 
bear found in Oregon nowadays, 
are rarely aggressive.

“They are typically far more 
skittish than deer or elk … unless 
they’re getting fed,” said Dave 
Nuzum, a state wildlife biologist 
based out of Tillamook.

Looking for food
Bears that fi nd ready sources of 

food in neighborhoods or are being 
fed can become problematic. In 
extreme cases, wildlife offi  cials 
may have to trap and euthanize a 
bear that has become too habitu-
ated to humans and poses a threat 
to people, property 
or domestic animals.

Black bears are 
not uncommon 
sights on Washing-
ton state’s Long 
Beach Peninsula and 
Clatsop County tim-
berland owners and 
forestry workers 
may encounter bears 
on the land, or, often, 
the damage caused 
by a bear when the 
large animal peels 
away a tree’s outer 
bark to eat the sap-
wood layers under-
neath. The average 
North Coast resident 
has usually never 
seen a bear around 
cities like Astoria or 
Cannon Beach. That 
doesn’t mean they’re 
not there.

The Astoria 
Transfer Station off  Williams-
port Road once closed down for 
an afternoon after someone found 
a partially decomposed bear foot 
and mistook it for human remains.

In 2016, people reported see-
ing bears in Warrenton and Ham-
mond. Police were able to confi rm 
two of these sightings. The next 
year, a bear browsed through trash 
in a dumpster at the Hammond 
Marina.

Bear reports pop up every few 
years: on the Tillamook Head trail 
in Seaside; near a school bus stop 
in the Bayside  Gardens area near 
Manzanita. In every instance, the 
bear appeared to be just as startled 
as the human.

In Manzanita, when peo-
ple report bear sightings, they’re 
often near Pine Ridge, a gated 
community that backs up against 
Nehalem Bay State Park, or in the 
park itself.

The state park is located on a 
narrow peninsula. On one side is 
the Pacifi c Ocean, on the other 
side, Nehalem Bay. In the middle 
are campgrounds and a forested 
area intersected by a few roads 
and trails.

When park staff  are told a large 
animal like a bear or a cougar 
might be in the area, they set out 
trail cameras.

Though people have reported 
bears in the park almost every 
year since p ark m anager Ben 
Cox arrived in 2016, rangers have 
never caught any of the reported 
animals on the trail cameras.

The only recent confi rmed bear 
sighting inside the park occurred 
two years ago. A park ranger hap-
pened to see a sow and a cub cross 
the park’s main road and head up 
a hill.

People see things moving 
around and they may think it’s a 
bear or a cougar, Cox said. “And 
I have no doubt that it sometimes 
is,” he said, “but also that it some-
times isn’t.”

Sometimes it’s just a dog or a 
coyote — the park sees plenty of 
coyotes.

‘This is their world’
Rangers have never had a 

report of bear-raided 
trash cans or camps. 
They encourage 
campers to take cer-
tain precautions 
to avoid attract-
ing wildlife . Still, 
the problem animal 
park staff  usually 
have in mind is an 
opportunistic rac-
coon, not a bear.

For Campbell, 
the sight of a bear 
in his backyard 
was slightly alarm-
ing. He has dogs 
and was concerned 
about them running 
into the bear while 
they were outside. 
He doesn’t feel like 
anything needs to be 
done about the bear, 
however.

Wildlife wanders 
down from nearby 

Neah-K ah-N ie Mountain every 
fall. Deer and elk roam through 
 yards and sample the landscap-
ing. There are plants Campbell 
knows he shouldn’t try to grow. 
But this up-close-and-personal 
view of wildlife is one of the 
perks of living in a rural commu-
nity, he said.

“This is their world,” Cox 
agreed. “We’re just guests here 
and we have to respect that and 
know that.”

One woman who saw the bear 
nicknamed it “Hope.”

As communities continue to 
face the fallout of the corona-
virus pandemic and with hous-
ing scarce and increasingly more 
expensive for people who work 
in towns like Manzanita, Donna 
Miller said: “And here is a wild 
bear, free to eat our berries and 
apples, giving us hope that things 
won’t change too much!”

Bear: Reported sightings 
pop up every few years
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The Oregon Department of 
Education recently released data 
showing that 57% of ninth grade 
students  during the last  school year 
were on track to graduate, which 
was signifi cantly lower than previ-
ous years for Astoria.

Along with adding several 
counselors , the school district 
turned to Newton, who taught at 
Astoria High School for over two 
decades.

Newton gave a presentation to 
the  school board last week  with  a 
breakdown of the three-year imple-
mentation plan.

“The pandemic is really good 
at showing … where the little 
scratches were, but now they’re 
big scratches,” said Newton, who 
recently got her doctorate  in trans-
formative studies. “We’re noticing 
things like anxiety.  W e’re notic-
ing things like communication.  
W e’re noticing that we want to be 
able to give students the ability to 
make decisions and move forward 
in their lives with some agency in 
that. These kinds of changes are 
under the umbrella of SEL.”

The fi ve pieces of social-emo-
tional learning, according to New-
ton, are self-awareness, self-man-
agement, social awareness, 
relationship skills and responsible 
decision-making.

“All of the things that have been 
complicated in the last two years 
are usually linked to either social 
awareness or relationships or good 
decision-making,” she said. “And 
all of that we’ve seen in the last 20 
months.  W e aren’t as good at it as a 
whole as we thought …”

Social-emotional learning is not 
replacing core academic subjects , 
Newton said, but is rather a mind-
set that seeks to engage students 
with material while meeting their 
social and emotional needs.

Newton plans to host a number 
of workshops for students and staff , 
including sessions on mindfulness, 
community building, equity and 
belonging.

Warrenton has also started to 
implement social-emotional learn-
ing into  schools.

“It was needed coming into 
COVID.  I t’s all the more clear that 
it’s needed now,” Superintendent 

Tom Rogozinski said.
 A mong other things, Rogozinski 

said, they will attempt to approach 
discipline with getting students the 
proper care and support.

The Knappa School District 
brought in a therapist to help stu-
dents manage stress.

As for how they will measure 
results in Astoria, Newton ref-
erenced evidence from the  Col-
laborative for Academic, Social, 

and Emotional Learning  show-
ing that social-emotional learning 
improves several  standards over 
time, including attendance, grad-
uation, grade-point average  and 
reading and math scores.

“Our ultimate goal is to get 
kids to graduate, and we’re hop-
ing that this will help them meet 
the needs of themselves emotion-
ally, so school will be a lot easier 
for them,” Hoppes said.

Schools: ‘It was needed coming into COVID’
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‘THIS IS 

THEIR 

WORLD. 

WE’RE 

JUST 

GUESTS 

HERE 

AND WE 

HAVE TO 

RESPECT 

THAT AND 

KNOW 

THAT.’

Ben Cox  |  park 

ranger

In addition, fi ve new people 
decided to volunteer with the fi re 
department, Alsbury told Balensifer. 
“So we added to our ranks,” the 
mayor said.

The overwhelming majority of 
the fi re department is now in com-
pliance with the state mandate, Bal-
ensifer said.

Alsbury told each of the volun-
teers that if they had doubts about 
the vaccine, let’s talk, according to 
a report by KMUN. He aimed to 
knock down misinformation with 
information and that helped.

“Our volunteers have put a lot 
of their feelings aside, and personal 
beliefs, and now we are 99% com-
pliant with the state mandate and 

you know that 1% is possibly one 
person that still has not given me 
a commitment,” the fi re chief said

last week.
Brown had set a Monday dead-

line for health care workers, teachers 
and other school staff  in Oregon to 
get vaccinated against the virus.

Both Balensifer and Alsbury 
have said they are vaccinated.

The mayor is “relieved,
grateful and thankful to the
sacrifi ce that our volunteers continue 
to make for the community,” he said.

“And I am heartened that the 
Warrenton spirit still endures,” he 
continued, “which is that, when an 
issue comes, people volunteered and 
stepped up.”

The mayor  added: “We could 
always use more volunteers in our 
fi re department. It’s a great group 
of people and a great place to 
volunteer.”

Firefi ghters: ‘Put a lot of their feelings aside’
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Hailey Hoff man/The Astorian

Schools hope social-emotional learning will help improve graduation rates.

Most of the Warrenton Fire 

Department is vaccinated against 

the coronavirus.
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The Columbia River: The Great River of the West and Maritime Heritage

Register for the series at www.crmm.org/lecture-series.html

Join CRMM for “THE RIVERS THAT CONNECT US: EXPLORING 
AMERICA’S GREAT RIVERS” Virtual Lecture Series - Oct 12
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503-861-7387 • 503-861-0737 • www.dogsncats.org
Open 11 - 4 pm, Tuesday - Saturday by Appointment

1315 SE 19th St., Warrenton

During times of hardship, our pets remain our 
uncomplaining friends. Sadly, in the current health 
and economic crisis, some pets must be rehomed. 
The good news is, they have a half-way house: the 
Clatsop County Animal Shelter. Here they receive 

the care they need as they await adoption.

Volunteers are an important asset to this 
program. Come, be a part of the good news.

Volunteers make a difference!
(Cat and Dog volunteer training is provided.)

Call 503/861-7387 for more information.


