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The $2 million project was 
 funded by the Federal Avia-
tion Administration.

While nothing is immi-
nent, McGrath said, the Port 
has plans for additional ramp 
improvements in the coming 
years, along with taxiway and 
runway renovations.

As for the wastewater sys-
tem replacement, cracks in 
the pipes and other issues 
with the older sewer infra-
structure led to the intrusion 
of groundwater during heavy 
rains.

“Of course, in Astoria, 
and especially in Warrenton, 
which is primarily wetlands, 
there’s just a huge possibility 
for groundwater intrusion,” 
McGrath said.

The newer pressurized 
sanitary system, McGrath 
said, will be nearly impossi-
ble to infi ltrate.

Big River Construc-
tion began implementing 
the $400,000 project back 
in May, which was partially 
funded by a state grant.

Scoular
As part of  an agreement 

with  Warrenton, the waste-
water system replacement 
had to be completed prior to 
any signifi cant development 
at  the Airport Industrial Park. 
Since the project is complete, 
Scoular  has made progress on 
the foundation of their fi sh-
meal processing plant. 

The Omaha, Nebras-
ka-based company hopes to 
open the plant by next sum-
mer.  The plant  will employ 
around 10 people to collect 
scraps from local seafood 
processors and turn them into 
pet and aquaculture food.

Scoular’s project faced 
several hurdles . In addition to 
the wastewater  issues, there 
were concerns that the oper-
ation would attract  birds near 
the airport.

The U.S. Coast Guard 
and Life Flight Network 
expressed worries that  birds 

could threaten  aircraft , but 
Scoular assured the city that 
seafood scraps and the fi sh-
meal would be sealed in a 
space with fi ltered air. The 
company also agreed to take 
steps to prevent roosting on 
the plant’s roof.

The project  also had  per-
mitting obstacles, McGrath 
said.

“We’ve got the city and 
the county to think about and 
then, of course, the environ-
mental side, so a lot of boxes 
to check, but those are all 
checked,” he  said.

Future of Airport 
Industrial Park

Since the Airport Indus-
trial Park’s creation along the 

main approach to the airport 
over three decades ago, the 
22 acres of pastures and wet-
lands has remained undevel-
oped. But as the Port works 
with Business Oregon and 
 Clatsop C ounty, that could 
change . 

“We kind of look at Scou-
lar as being the lead blocker 
for the development at the 
airport,” McGrath said.  

The Port has been in dis-
cussion with several busi-
nesses that  are potentially 
interested in  the  i ndustrial 
p ark, McGrath said, and the 
new infrastructure will make  
the process of adding  tenants 
a lot smoother.

McGrath said  the costs of 
overdue maintenance have 

plagued the airport.  O ne of 
the Port’s focuses is bringing 
in enough jobs and revenue 
to the i ndustrial p ark to make 
the airport self-sustainable.

“This has been long over-
due on the Port’s side.  I think 
that we’ve let the develop-
able land out here — we’ve 
just let it languish,” he said. 
“So now we’re really ramp-
ing up and getting to a point 
where we have the abil-
ity, we have the support, we 
have the staff  to really push 
these development projects 
ahead.”

As a master plan for the 
next decade takes shape , the 
Port sees a lot of potential in 
the Airport Industrial Park.

“It’s nice to see that 
there’s not only push from 
the Port, but there’s a tremen-
dous amount of support that 
we’re getting from the state 
and from the L egislature and 
from a lot of people around 
the community,” McGrath 
said. “ … That’s not always 
been the case, there’s been 
a lot of turmoil at the Port 
previously.

“So it’s nice to see these 
projects moving ahead and 
us slowly climbing the ladder 
out of the hole.”

Port: Agency’s focus on jobs and revenue
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of presenting something 
you have worked on and 
has brought joy, and letting 
other people see it,” she  
said. “That has really been 
my motivation for show-
ing and selling art, is just to 
share what I’m doing and 
hopefully some people will 
enjoy it.”

While she will always 
value the creative process of 
printmaking, Baker eventu-
ally discovered her love for 
painting and has stuck with 
it ever since.

Baker’s impressionistic 
style explores shapes and 
bright colors. 

“A lot of people fi nd 
my work emotional.  T hey 
immediately make up a 
story to go with it. And even 

if that’s not really what I 
was doing when I created it, 
I love hearing that kind of 
response,” she said.

Doing art has allowed 
Baker to be engaged with the 
community in many ways. 
She is a member of Tempo 
Gallery, a local collective of  
artists. She has also been a 
part of Trails End Art Asso-
ciation  in  Gearhart  for over 
two decades.

Over the course of 
her self-taught art career, 
Baker has been infl uenced 
by a number of people 
and things, but one source 
 stands out the most.

“I loved creating art with 
kids.  I t’s just so fresh,” she 
said. “I would say that their 
art was really an inspiration 
to me to be much freer with 
my own art.”

Baker: Her style explores 
shapes and bright colors
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The rate across Ore-
gon last school year was 
74%. The rates in Astoria 
and Seaside were regularly 
higher before the pandemic.

“The 57% doesn’t sur-
prise me,” Astoria Superin-
tendent Craig Hoppes said. 
“The majority of our high 
school kids were not in ses-
sion last year, so when kids 
are not in school, we have 
a hard time engaging them. 
That’s what those numbers 
tell us. It was hard for kids 
to be able to learn at home.”

Hoppes said the school 
district is  implementing 
programs to work with 
students to get them back 
on track after a  tumultu-
ous year of  coronavirus 
restrictions .

“The way I frame the 
(numbers) is we need to get 
kids in school — at school 
— and we can help and 
support them when they are 
in-person a lot better than 
we can do remotely,” he 
said.  

Seaside Superintendent 
Susan Penrod could not  be 
reached for comment. 

The other school dis-
tricts in the county had 
higher on-track graduation 
rates. Seventy  percent of 
ninth graders in the Warren-
ton-Hammond School Dis-
trict were  on-track to grad-
uate last school year.

Warrenton-Hammond 
Superintendent Tom Rogo-
zinski called that number 
“moderately disappoint-
ing,” but understood how 
they got there.

“(It’s) pretty consistent 

with what we expected,” he 
said. “It’s hard to know — 
from a program evaluation 
standpoint with the pan-
demic infl uence — what 
to make of the data. We 
are putting some programs 
in place to mitigate some 
of the more disappointing 
parts of that data.”

The Knappa School Dis-
trict’s fi gure was the highest 
in the county  at 90% .

“We’re very pleased 
to see those (numbers),” 
Knappa Superintendent 
Bill Fritz said. “We attri-
bute that to the good work 
of our high school team. We 
have a team of teachers that 
work together — it’s called 
our high school on-track 
team — and they look at 
each individual student and 
make sure that they’re mak-
ing appropriate progress 
and if they are struggling 
they reach out to the stu-
dents and families to try to 
fi gure out how to help them 
get back in line with their 
academic learning.”

Jewell School District 
did not have enough stu-
dents to qualify for an 
on-track  graduation rate for 
ninth graders.

Although the rates 
for on-track graduation 
among ninth graders took 
a  hit during the  pandemic, 
on-time graduation rates 
for seniors continue to 
improve. That fi gure was 
91%  in Astoria, 74%  in 
Warrenton-Hammond, 93% 
 in Knappa, 80%  in Seaside 
and 100%  in Jewell.

The graduation rate 
across Oregon was 83% last 
school year.

Students: Programs 
developed to help get 
students back on track
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“The ramifi cations include 
the requirement that the c ity 
interpret its ordinance the 
way that LUBA  did, but it is 
not clear from either opinion 
exactly what that means,” he 
said. 

Mark Hollander, the pres-
ident and CEO  of Hollander 
Hospitality, could not be 
reached for comment.

Hollander hopes to build 
a four-story, 90-room Hil-
ton-brand hotel at the base of 
Second Street  on the site of the 
former Ship Inn r estaurant.

But t he proposal from 
the Bellingham, Washing-
ton, hotel management com-
pany caused consternation 
among some in the commu-
nity who questioned the need 
for another large, chain hotel 
along the waterfront  and wor-
ried about the impact to river 
views. Hearings on the hotel 
occurred as the city revived 
discussions about tighter 
development rules for river-
front properties .

The  City Council 
approved Hollander’s proj-

ect at the end of 2018. The 
company applied for a one-
year extension before p ermits 
related to the hotel were set to 
expire last December , but was 
denied . Hollander appealed 
the matter to the  Land Use 
Board of Appeals, which 
sent  the decision back to the 
C ity C ouncil for review.  C ity 
councilors again denied Hol-
lander’s request, so  the com-
pany  again appealed  to the 
state.

In arguments before the 

 appeals board, Hollander 
 claimed poor economic con-
ditions tied to the coronavirus 
pandemic were a factor in the 
request for a permit extension. 
Hollander also expressed 
concern about shifting city 
codes and expectations for 
waterfront development. Hol-
lander  wanted to pause plans 
for the hotel to better evaluate 
the implications of the city’s 
new codes.

The city pushed back 
against Hollander’s assertion 
of economic hardship. Hen-
ningsgaard argued that Hol-
lander applied for the exten-
sion before the full economic 
force of the pandemic could 
be felt and had done nothing 
to advance construction at 
the site for more than a year 
prior to the request for an 
extension.

At the same time, other 
hotel projects in Astoria con-
tinued to move forward, Hen-
ningsgaard noted.

In the earlier decision the 
state had sent back to the 
 City Council, the appeals 
board  said the city needed 
to address Hollander’s argu-
ment about poor market con-
ditions. To compare the proj-
ect to other hotel projects 
which continued to progress 
even during the pandemic — 
such as the Bowline H otel, 
which involved the renova-
tion of an old fi sh processing 
building near Buoy Beer Co.  
— was not relevant, the state 
said.

Hotelier: Hollander hopes to build four-story hotel
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The coronavirus pandemic disrupted on-track graduation 

rates for ninth graders in Astoria and Seaside.
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Scoular hopes to open a new fi shmeal processing plant by next summer.

The terminal for the Astoria Regional Airport is seen from the 

parking lot.
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Hollander Hospitality wants to build a Fairfi eld Inn and Suites 

at the former location of The Ship Inn.
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FINNISH BROTHERHOOD

LODGE AUXILIARY

LAKSLODA
TO GO

$15.00 per person
Meal includes Laksloda, Green Beans, Beets, 

Freshly baked bread and Apple Crisp

PREORDER
Call (503) 440-9002 by October 14th

PICK UP
Saturday, October 16th 11am-2pm

Drive behind the hall and meal will be 

delivered to your vehicle

Suomi Hall
244 W. Marine Dr.

Astoria, Oregon

Offer valid on qualifying purchases made between 04 May 2021 to 29 October 2021. Subject 
to approved installment credit with John Deere Financial. Down payment may be required. 
Average down payment is 25%. $139 monthly payment based on Sales Price of $15,598 with 
$3,899 down payment or trade-in, 84 months at 0% APR. Attachments, taxes, freight, setup 
and delivery charges could increase monthly payment. Available at participating U.S. dealers. 
Prices and models may vary by dealer. Offer available on new equipment and in the U.S. only. 
Prices and savings in U.S. dollars.

NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERETM | RUN WITH US

Search “John Deere 3E Compact Tractors” for more

STARTING AT 

$139/MO
1

THE MIGHTY 3
ON A DIME

Run With Us on a John Deere 
3025E Compact Tractor and Save.

Big landscaping projects on a tight budget should take note. Today, you can get a John 
Deere 3025E Compact Tractor starting at just $139/mo. That’s an easy way to stretch your 
budget. Talk to us today.

VANCOUVER
17900 NE 72ND AVE.

VANCOUVER, WA 98686
360-573-3171

ASTORIA
34912 KWY 101 BUSINESS,

ASTORIA, OR 97103
503-325-0792


