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noted that in the past,  the city 
was more aggressive when 
dealing with nuisance prop-
erties and received guidance 
to adjust the  tactics.

The city is  working to 
improve  several properties 
across town, but the process 
can be challenging , Engbret-
son said.

Several commissioners 
felt that properties that either 
presented safety issues  or 
 could help maximize com-
mercial growth  should be 
prioritized.

“I know of businesses 
that would like to go into 
Hammond that can’t go into 
Hammond because there’s 
no available real estate,” 
Mayor Henry Balensifer 
told The Astorian. The loca-
tions with potential for new 
business, he said , are not  
available due to the proper-
ties or structures being unfi t.

The mayor recognized 
that nuisance properties can 
have a wide-ranging and 
negative impact .

“Same with housing 
stock,” Balensifer said. 
“If houses in the city are 
allowed to atrophy, then 
that’s a reduction of hous-
ing stock available to either 
renters or long-term owners.

“So the problem is fi g-
uring out the clearest ones, 
and then prioritizing the rest, 
because we’re still under-
staff ed, we’re still trying to 
move through the process 
and it’ll take some time to 
clear them. But some of the 
properties are also pretty bad 
— those will take a little bit 
more eff ort.”

Keeping track
Moving forward, the 

city plans to team up the 
City Commission  and the 
P lanning C ommission with 
Spruce Up to keep track of 
 nuisance properties. 

The Hoxseys — and 

the other  volunteers within 
Spruce Up — have worked 
with Commissioner Tom 
Dyer in the past to assist 
with  labor .

While Spruce Up may 
not be involved in pressing 
property owners to clean  up 
their properties, the Hox-
seys believe they shine a 
light on problematic places  
and attempt to hold the city 
accountable for taking care 
of them.

“What we found is if we 
clean up one property, the 
neighbors kind of clean up, 
too,” Brenda Hoxsey said. 
“In that way, it’s been really 
positive. I think that there’s 
just a real strong bond 
between Spruce Up Warren-
ton, the city, the city plan-
ners and the people that live 
in the neighborhood.

“It’s like everybody 
kind of pitches in and does 
good.”

Spruce Up: ‘It’s like everybody kind of pitches in and does good’
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ABOVE: Items are piled outside a house on S. Main Avenue. 

RIGHT: The old post offi  ce in Hammond is one of the buildings 

Spruce Up Warrenton is focusing on.

‘WHAT WE FOUND IS IF WE CLEAN UP ONE PROPERTY, 

THE NEIGHBORS KIND OF CLEAN UP, TOO. IN THAT WAY, 

IT’S BEEN REALLY POSITIVE. I THINK THAT THERE’S 

JUST A REAL STRONG BOND BETWEEN SPRUCE UP 

WARRENTON, THE CITY, THE CITY PLANNERS AND THE 

PEOPLE THAT LIVE IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD.’

Brenda Hoxsey  |  started Spruce Up Warrenton with her husband, Norm
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