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88-year-old creates doodles amid pandemic

By HOLLY RAMER
Associated Press

WESTMORELAND,
N.H. — Much like the round
clock faces, gears and plan-
ets that often populate his art-
work, Robert Seaman has
come full circle.

Seaman, 88, has been
drawing since he was a boy,
and at age 60, left a real estate
career to pursue his hobby
professionally. But it took the
coronavirus pandemic to fully
return him to his passion.

“As a kid, T kept lurch-
ing between being a loner and
being an extrovert,” he said.
“But in my introvert phase,
I would love to go up to my
room where I had a draw-
ing table kind of desk and I'd
spend hours up there draw-
ing pictures. That’s what I'm
doing now.”

Tuesday marked one year
since Seaman started churning
out “daily doodles” from his
small, one-room apartment at
the Maplewood Assisted Liv-
ing facility in Westmoreland,
New Hampshire. He spends
about six hours a day work-

|\| — G i“___:fr

FTr=il

ing on his intricate, fanci-
ful illustrations, starting with
pencil sketches and finishing
with ink, colored pencil and
watercolor.

“After a long life, I'm back
doing what I did when I was
11 years old,” he said. “And
it’s great, I love it. I’'m so lucky
that I can do this.”

Seaman moved in to
Maplewood just two weeks
before the pandemic restric-
tions cut residents off from
the outside world. For many
months, they couldn’t leave
their rooms. It was only last
week that they were allowed to
interact in hallways and other
common areas without masks.

“The first thought I had was
to just do some kind of dark
stuff that reflected the nature
of the confinement that we
were experiencing and the dif-
ficulties that were created by
this pandemic,” he said. “Then
it just started to grow, and I
thought it would be interesting
to do one a day.”

He started sending the doo-
dles to his daughter, Robin
Hayes, and other friends and
family. Hayes then shared
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DOODLE 365 POTPOURRI
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Artist Robert Seaman holds up the 365th daily doodle sketch
in his room at an assisted living facility in New Hampshire.

them on Facebook, and as
interest grew, began offer-
ing the originals and prints for
sale on Etsy.com, with half
the proceeds going to chari-
ties, including a COVID-19
relief fund, a homeless shelter
and an organization that helps
refugees.

As the days passed, Sea-
man’s art got a bit brighter in
both theme and appearance.

Some pieces showcase
his fascination with science

fiction, while others por-
tray whimsical animals or sly
humor — #131, “Portraits of
a Shy Family,” depicts framed
paintings of the backs of heads.
Robots carrying purple flags
march across the page. Black-
birds burst from a pie. A squig-
gly-lined brain is sandwiched
between two burger buns. A
much-loved cat, Piper, shows
up in all kinds of scenes.
Seaman, who has been
fully vaccinated since Janu-

ary, says he’ll “probably kick
the bucket” before he runs out
of ideas.

“l might be watching
something on television, and
someone will have a picture
on the wall that will give me
an idea. Or things just pop into
my head. When I go to sleep at
night, for a few minutes I try
to think of some new ideas,”
he said. “When I get stuck,
"1l just start drawing an object
and it’s like word association.
I’ll draw a hand, and all of a
sudden that suggests some-
thing else, so it just grows
from there.”

Craig and Sandra Fox, of
Deerfield, bought doodles
#13, 271 and 274 after hear-
ing about Seaman on the radio
and getting added to his daily
email list.

“During the pandemic, a lot
of our normal ability to get out
and have contact with people
was diminished, so to be able
to get some output or some-
thing that isn’t an advertising
flier or newsletter on a daily
basis was cool,” Craig Fox
said. “I collect books by peo-
ple I know. If someone I know
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writes a book, I buy it and ask
for an autograph ... and by
watching the doodles come
by, I started to feel like I know
him.”

Sandra Fox, who once
stared at a painting in a
museum so long that a guard
teased her about “casing the
joint,” said she loves how
much there is to see in Sea-
man’s drawings.

“They are what they are to
me, | have the same feelings,
but I see more every time,”
she said. “I could look at them
for half an hour and see many,
many things. I’ll catch another
color or something in a corner
I never even noticed before.”

Doodle #3635, titled “Pot-
pourri” includes the Earth
looming behind a jumble of
objects that include the afore-
mentioned cat, a wind-up bird
Seaman keeps on his desk, a
horse and a man wearing an
aviator cap and googles. It’s
framed by a series of shapes
that evoke calligraphy but
aren’t actual letters. Though
he accomplished his goal of a
year of daily doodles, Seaman
said he has no plans to stop.

Soon after starting Mason Autobody LLC in 2019,

| was approached by Lisa who thought we could
benefit from some local advertising. At first, | was
skeptical about using funds for ads in the newspaper.
But Lisa opened us up to a whole new level of
advertising and marketing through the online ads
and the beautiful ads that her and the team create
for our business. Since starting with Lisa, we have
definitely received nothing but positive feedback
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e Featured Advertising

Special Includes:

e 2 Weeks in Print
& Online
* Logo Included
® Facebook Boost

Call #Astorian at

503-325-3211 or email:
classifieds@dailyastorian.com
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHAT DO YOU THINK
A THIEF COULD APPLY TO HIS SKIN BEFORE
SWIPING STUFF? ROBBING ALCOHOL.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: F equals G
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip:
AN AFRICAN SAFARI, I ALWAYS BRING MY
SKETCHBOOK. THAT’S WHERE I DRAW THE

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: U equals S
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from the ads. Thanks Lisa for all that you do!

Gain Exposure.
Drive More Business.
Find New Customers.

teA StOrian

Marketing assistance from the print & digital experts.
Talk to our customer success team today.

GARAGE SALE
SEASON IS HEREI

Gall 800 781 3214
to advertise today!
classifieds@dailyastorian.com

301 RVs & Travel
Trailers

2018 33 1/2 foot
Jayco White Hawk
Travel Trailer

Excellent condition
Lived in for 3 months.
Sleeps 4-5 people, queen
bed, hide-a-bed couch,
very spacious, kitchen,with
fridge/freezer, bathroom,
air conditioning and custom
outdoor storage BBQ cubby
with sink and 2 burner stove.
Sewerlines and accsories
included.

Moving Must sell!
$29,000 OBO
Please call for showing:

208-421-4286
Ask for Richard

If You Live In
Seaside
or Cannon Beach
DIAL

503-325-3211

For A
The Astorian
Classified Ad

516 Lots & Acreage 651 Help Wanted 651 Help Wanted

((Classifieds

SELL YOUR VEHICLE HERE!

If it Drives or Floats...

ADVERTISE TODAY
800.781.3214
classifieds@dailyastorian.com
If it doesn’t sell in two weeks
We will give you two weeks for FREE!

Pristine private coastal timber
and wetland 110 acres with
elevations, Long Beach.
Minutes to beach, bay, and
river. EIk, bear, beaver pond.
Estimated 2.85 million b.f.
export hemlock, cedar, fir,
spruce. Retreat, reserve,
carbon or development rights
replacement. $1,650,000 The
Claim LLC, 290 Nonesuch
Lane, Raphine, VA 24472
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Refuse Collector |
City of Warrenton Public
Works Department is
accepting applications for a
Refuse Collector I.
Salary range 17:
$3,255.20-$3,956.72
monthly. An AFSCME
union position w/excellent
benefits including PERS/
OPSRP, Medical, Life and
AD&D insurance, paid
vacation, holidays and sick
leave.

Duties include operating
a refuse collection truck
on predetermined routes,
delivering, and removing
collection containers, and
performing maintenance on
motor vehicles and power
equipment. Class B CDL
with air brake endorsement
required,
Applications packets are
available at 45 SW 2nd
Street, Warrenton, OR
And online on the City of
Warrenton website. https:/
www.ci.warrenton.or.us/
jobs
“EOE!!

Help wanted in all phases of
seafood production. Apply at
Point Adams Packing Company,
482 Fleet Street, Hammond,
OR between 8am-1pm,
Monday-Friday. (503) 861-2226

WORD PROCESSOR/
PERSONAL ASST.

Excellent Grammar,
Writing, Spelling,

& Formatting Skills,
Legal experience beneficial
but not nessary,
Adaptable schedule

Pay based on
Demonstrated Ability
360-244-1865

Go.
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