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Spring sports Players were a bit rusty
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Rosters have
a different look

Rosters and teams around
the state looked a lot differ-
ent than last seen.

In Oregon, the 2019-
20 high school sports year
ended in March 2020,
abruptly bringing state bas-
ketball tournaments to a
close just as they were set to
begin.

Baseball and softball
players, along with golf and
track athletes, got the short
end of the stick, so to speak.

Individuals and teams
competing in spring sports
never made it to the field,
as their seasons were com-
pletely canceled.

Couple that with a short
preseason, and it’s been a
while since spring sport ath-
letes have seen the field,
which made for a few errors
in season openers.

Typical of most games
Tuesday, the Clatsop Clash
baseball game got off to a
slow start, with a combined
eight runs on one hit, seven
walks and a couple of big
errors in a 40-minute first
inning.

In softball, “we only
(had) six days of practice
before our first game, and
we came in realizing that
we’re barely into the season,
and we’ll put forth what we
have,” Flaigg said. “A cou-
ple of us were a little late on
our timing, but we haven’t
seen live pitching for two
years.”

On the other hand, “Gra-
cie (Rhodes, the Seaside
pitcher) was on fire tonight.
She had some amazing
pitches. Erin  (Owsley)
made an amazing stop on a
big line drive. We were defi-
nitely a little rusty at the
start, but came out of it.”

The Warrenton Dbase-
ball team will eventually
make its return, as the War-
riors scheduled a game with
Ilwaco for Wednesday.

“I was pleased with the
way the guys responded”
at Tuesday’s postponement,
Wolfe said. “We’re going to
look at it in a positive way.
Even if we have to play a lot
of games in a short amount
of time, we’re going to be
playing. If we have to play
six games in six days or
less, so what? I don’t think
we’ll ever take it for granted
again.

“It’s what we say every
year: the biggest thing to
play for is fun. Maybe we’ll

appreciate it more. More
than ever before, people are
just happy to get back out
there again.”

The games

In baseball action, Asto-
ria and Seaside opened 2021
with a Clatsop Clash at
Broadway Field, where the
Gulls scored their third win
in the last four meetings,
also giving new coach Brett
Wolfe a victory in his Sea-

side debut. It was career win
No. 495 for Wolfe, after 494
at North Medford.

Seaside had an inside-
the-park home run from
Jarred White in the first
inning, a three-run double
by Andrew Teubner in the
second, and a solo inside-
the-park HR from Riley
Kuhl in the fifth.

Shortstop Lawson Tala-
mantez turned in a few web
gems, as did Kuhl behind the

TOP: Astoria’s Halle
Helmersen and Mercedes
Walter yell at pitcher Emma
Biederman to throw the ball
to first base. LEFT: Seaside
pitcher Gracie Rhodes winds
up. BELOW LEFT: Helmersen
connects with a pitch.
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plate in the seventh inning.

In a Northwest League
game at Gaston, Knappa ral-
lied from a 6-3 deficit after
five innings to top the Grey-
hounds, 10-9.

In  softball, Seaside
topped Astoria 16-12, snap-
ping a string of 13 straight
Astoria wins going back to
2015.

The Lady Gulls led 11-5
after four innings, then
held off a rally by the Lady
Fishermen.

Seaside’s Erin Owsley
was 3-for-3 with four runs
scored, four RBIs and a
home run.

Emma Taylor and Ila
Bowles were each 2-for-4.

Elsewhere, = Willamina
won 13-4 at Warrenton, and
Gaston defeated Knappa
16-13 in NWL action at
Knappa. Hannah Dietrichs
led the Loggers with three
doubles and four RBIs, and
allowed seven hits with 11
strikeouts.

On the track, the Asto-
ria Fishermen held their first
meet of the season Monday
— against themselves —
and junior Colton McMas-
ter set the first of what will
likely be several school
records this spring, with a
throw of 183 feet, 7 inches
in the discus. The mark shat-
tered the previous record of
165-3, held by Jason Thiel
for over 30 years.

Bus route: ‘We want to get the message out that we’re safe’
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“The idea is the individ-
ual agencies after that first
round would have to oper-
ate it on their own,” he said.
“Well, because of the pan-
demic ... we were never
able to build the ridership
to what its potential could
have been in that two years,
and develop the funding for
it.”

The state  provided
$60,000 for Sunset Empire
to hire a consultant to work
on a marketing plan.

“As we come out of the
pandemic, we want to get
the message out that we’re
safe,” Hazen said. “We’ve
done everything that we can
to protect our drivers and
riders.”

The marketing plan
could include a rebranding,
Hazen said, such as when
the agency went by the
moniker The Bus.

“Sunset Empire Trans-
portation District is really
a long name,” he said. “So
what can we do to brand it?
Tillamook County Trans-
portation District, they’re
The Wave. They go by The
Wave. Their logo has a
wave incorporated in it.”

Edward Stratton/The Astorian
The state will provide $784,000 to help keep the Lower
Columbia Connector going between Astoria and Portland for
at least two more years.

The Tillamook transit
agency received $598,000
on behalf of NW Connec-
tor, a partnership between
bus providers on the North
Coast to provide better tran-
sit regionally, to build three
new stops in Clatsop, Tilla-
mook and Lincoln counties.

They include a new stop
at Ensign Lane and U.S.
Highway 101 with a ded-
icated pullout for buses, a
large shelter, bike racks and
a repair station with pres-
surized air and basic tools.
Hazen estimated the stop
could cost around $250,000.

Hazen said  Sunset
Empire could be in line for
more grant money, includ-
ing up to $500,000 in federal
stimulus becoming avail-
able in July that he hopes
to use to transport people
receiving coronavirus vac-
cines. The state has still not
decided on how to distribute
the money received from
the most recent $1.9 trillion
American Rescue Plan, he
said, but the transit district
will be seeing even more
funding from that stimulus.

“There’s going to be a lot
of money coming, a signifi-
cant amount of money,” he
said.

College: Reported nine virus cases since last spring
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The college was in the
process of notifying oth-
ers who may have come
into contact with the two
employees and coordinat-
ing with the Clatsop County
Public Health Department.

“The college is still open,
but we won’t have any indi-
viduals on campus,” Breit-
meyer said.

The college facilities
crew will wait several days
“to allow things to settle”

and then conduct a deep
cleaning, he added. Only
essential personnel will be
allowed on campus and
buildings will be locked.

At the end of the seven
days, “the college will
reevaluate our campus’s
COVID risk level to deter-
mine if it is prudent to
resume on-campus class
and activities,” states an
announcement on the col-
lege’s website.

“We urge every member
of our community to con-

tinue to strict adherence to
basic health and cleaning
habits to help prevent con-
tracting and spreading ill-
nesses,” the announcement
continued. “We must not
relax our prevention hab-
its yet as we are still trying

to decrease the number of
cases in our area and keep
the risk low for those who
have not yet been able to get
vaccinated.”

The college has reported
nine coronavirus cases since
last spring.
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County reports eight
Nnew virus cases

The Astorian

Clatsop County has reported eight new corona-
virus cases over the past few days.

On Wednesday, the county reported four cases.

The cases include a male under 10 and a woman
in her 60s living in the northern part of the county.
The others live in the southern part of the county
and involve a woman in her 30s and a woman in
her 60s.

All four were recovering at home.

On Tuesday, the county reported four cases.

The cases include a man in his 20s and a woman
in her 80s living in the northern part of the county.
The others live in the southern part of the county
and involve a male between 10 and 19 and a man
in his 60s.

One person was hospitalized and the others were
recovering at home.

The county has recorded 874 cases since the
start of the pandemic. According to the county, 21
were hospitalized and eight have died.
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What is the easiest
way to update apps
on my computer?

LEO FINZI
Astoria’s Best

Visit PatchMyPC.com, In the thin white
banner at the top, click on Home Users, then
the blue rectangle, “Download Patch My
PC..."

After opening the file & installing the
program you will see a long list of apps. Any
shown in red need updating. In the lower
right, click“Perform ... Updates”and leave
your computer turned on until it finishes.

MICROSOFT - SURFACE LAPTOP 3 -
13.5” TOUCH-SCREEN - INTEL CORE 15
- 8GB MEMORY - 256GB SOLID STATE

DRIVE (LATEST MODEL)

$999.99

Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat/Sun Closed
77 11th Street, Suite H
Astoria, OR * 503-325-2300

AstoriasBest.com

You can also add programs you do not
already have this way

+ What are my options
for replacing a
missing tooth?

A Many options exist to address

® this situation. Factors which
determine the best option are patient
interest, position of tooth, position

of gum level, height and width of the
bone, esthetic concerns and challenges,
condition of adjacent teeth, and patient
expectations. Available options to
consider and discuss are doing nothing,
fabrication of an economical removable
“flipper;” construction of a fixed bridge,
and placement of a dental implant
supporting an implant crown. The bridge
and implant options are the most durable,
esthetic and pleasing options to consider.

JEFFREY M. LEINASSAR
DMD, FAGD

503/325-0310
1414 MARINE DRIVE,
ASTORIA

www.smileastoria.com

Q:Why is
chiropractic
& limportant?
ASTORIA

CHIROPRACTIC

Alicia M. Smith, DC
Owner

A\: Life has its pitfalls. Accidents,
injuries,and wear and tear

due to aging take their toll. Yet
chiropractic can help patients
rehabilitate from injuries and long
standing problems, making you
feel better in the moment,and
preventing problems later on.

503-325-3311

1490 Marine Drive,
Suite 202
Astoria, Oregon

C What is the Consult
a Professional section
and how can it help my
business?

A: The Consult a Professional
section in The Astorian is a great
and affordable way to advertise your
business and inform readers about the
types of services you provide.
All you need to do is come up with a
question that a customer might ask
about your line of expertise and then
give a detailed answer to help educate
them before they even walk through
your door. We are offering great rates
and package deals that help save
you money!

Heather Jenson
Advertising
Representative

he °
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971-704-1716

www.dailyastorian.com

949 Exchange St.
Astoria, OR
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