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Vaccination rollout
against virus speeds up

Clatsop County will begin vaccinating people ages 
45 to 64 with underlying health conditions against the 
coronavirus on Monday.

Appointments will be arranged for 64-year-olds 
fi rst, then 63-year-olds and so on. People should fi ll 
out the vaccine survey on the county’s website to enter 
the registry for a vaccine clinic appointment.

County health offi  cials are urging people to take the 
fi rst available vaccine.

Some people have requested the one-dose Johnson 
& Johnson vaccine, but there are limited supplies of 
the vaccine locally. It is being reserved for individu-
als and groups with mobility challenges or other bar-
riers to accessing vaccines through the regular vacci-
nation clinics.

As of Friday, 14,075 doses have been administered 
in the county and 4,550 people are fully vaccinated. 
The county’s goal to reach herd immunity against the 
virus is vaccinating 27,533 people.

Gov. Kate Brown on Friday announced that in light 
of increasing vaccine supplies from the federal gov-
ernment, Oregon will again accelerate its timelines for 
vaccine eligibility.

Front-line workers and people with underlying 
health conditions will be eligible on April 5. All Ore-
gonians 16 and older will be eligible no later than
May 1.

Park district opens new center
for preschool classes

SEASIDE — Preschool classes begin Monday at 
the Sunset Recreation Center.

Staff  has been working on transitioning youth pro-
grams to the facility, Skyler Archibald, the executive 
director of the Sunset Empire Park and Recreation 
District, said at Tuesday’s board meeting.

“Starting next Monday we will be able to have two 
preschool classrooms over there as well as our kinder-
garten classroom, two classrooms that are dedicated 
for that fi rst-through-fi fth grade,” he said.

Preschoolers will have “a little more room to stretch 
their legs” at the former Broadway Middle School, 
with the opportunity to use classrooms, cafeteria and 
gym space.

“The district is really working hard to provide pro-
gramming during this time of COVID,” Archibald 
said. “Not a day goes by where I am not impressed by 
the work of staff  in ensuring that we have a safe envi-
ronment for our patrons.”

— The Astorian

Culvert replacement nearly complete

LONG BEACH, Wash. — Two-way traffi  c is 
expected to begin returning to normal on U.S. High-
way 101 just west of the Washington state end of the 
Astoria Bridge.

The highway was undercut by a failing culvert 
during torrential rains over the winter, necessitating an 
emergency upgrade to improve storm drainage.

Work to correct drainage — which has been a 
chronic problem for years — resulted in long traffi  c 
delays starting March 16, with hundreds of vehicles 
lined up in either direction at some points during the 
repairs.

— Chinook Observer

March 24, 2021
VON SEGGERN, Jim Robert, 83, of Nehalem, died 

in Seaside. Caldwell’s Funeral & Cremation Arrange-
ment Center of Seaside is in charge of the arrangements.

DUII
� Juan Alberto 

Saballos, 62, of Seat-
tle, Washington, was 
arrested Thursday at Pier 
5 in Astoria for operating 
a boat under the infl u-
ence of intoxicants fol-
lowing a water rescue. 
The Connor Foss, one 
of the responders to the 
scene, reportedly found 
an infl atable boat sink-
ing at about 5:30 p.m. A 
person was located hang-
ing on a chain of a boat 
anchor in front of the 

former Ship Inn restau-
rant and the Connor Foss 
crew helped the man out 
of the water.

• Brian Paul McCa-
rthy, 43, was arrested 
Tuesday on Second 
Street and Marine Drive 
in Astoria for DUII, reck-
less driving and driving 
with a suspended license.

• Danny Benjamin 
Lee, 34, was arrested 
Tuesday on Second 
Street and Marine Drive 
in Astoria for DUII and 
reckless driving.

TUESDAY

Gearhart City Council, 6 p.m., work session, (electronic 

meeting).

By KALE WILLIAMS
The Oregonian

Bright fl ashes of light streaked across 
the night sky over much of the Pacifi c 
Northwest on Thursday night, leaving 
sky-gazers from Klamath Falls to Seattle 
curious about just what was happening.

An unexpected meteor? The arrival of 
intelligent life from another world? Secret 
military exercises?

It was likely none of the above, experts 
said.

Jim Todd, director of space science 
education at the Oregon Museum of Sci-
ence and Industry, said the dazzling light 
show was the result of space debris enter-
ing the Earth’s atmosphere. More specif-
ically, Todd said the lights were the rem-
nants of a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket that 
failed to stay in orbit.

“Personally, it’s exciting because 
we get to tell the public what happened 
so they understand it,” Todd said. “It’s 
a great moment, especially because it 
didn’t cause any damage.”

Todd said that these types of objects 
usually reenter the atmosphere around 
50 miles above the planet’s surface, well 
above where airplanes fl y, and it was 
unlikely, though not impossible, that any 

of the debris would actually fall to the 
surface.

The fi rst question Todd usually gets 
when unexpected lights appear in the 
night sky is whether the object is natural 
or human-made. With Thursday night’s 
display, it was quickly obvious to him 
that the objects were created by humans 
because of how slowly they were moving.

Objects in orbit typically travel around 

17,500 mph, Todd said, which doesn’t 
seem particularly slow unless you com-
pare them to natural objects that enter the 
Earth’s atmosphere. Depending on the 
angle in which they enter, natural fi reballs 
can travel thousands of miles per second, 
Todd said. The light show on Thursday 
was seen for more than 30 seconds, much 
longer than a natural fi reball would have 
been visible.

Thursday night’s debris was likely the 
second stage of a rocket launched March 
4, Todd said, as part of SpaceX’s Starlink 
project, which aims to launch thousands 
of satellites to provide internet service for 
hard-to-reach areas.

SpaceX did not immediately respond 
to a request for comment.

The second stage of the rocket was 
designed to reenter the atmosphere at 
some point, Todd said, though it was 
likely planned to do so over the ocean.

“The only failure it had was it didn’t 
complete its de-orbit burn, so it didn’t 
come down when and where we expected 
it,” James Davenport, an astronomer from 
the University of Washington, told Seat-
tle NBC-affi  liate KING5. “It’s just been 
waiting to fall for the last three weeks 
and we got lucky and it came right over 
head.”
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Light show likely the remnants 
of a failed rocket, experts say

Joe Freeman/The Oregonian

A streak of white lights, believed to be 

a rocket having a de-orbit burn after a 

failed launch, streaked across the sky on 

Thursday.

Allen Berry, the operator 
of the fi rewood stand at issue 
for neighbors, and others 
have claimed he was being 
personally targeted by the 
county, and that county offi  -
cials close to the issue made 
the neighborhood dispute a 
county issue.

“When we started this 
ordinance process, there 
were really three goals,” 
County Manager Don Bohn 
said during a work session 
on Wednesday. “One was 
to protect public safety and 
community livability. The 
second was to limit and man-
age county liability. The 
third was to provide a clear 
direction for permitting and 
enforcement purposes.”

Bohn said that after dis-
cussion and feedback, the 
county is proposing to 
require permits for any right 
of way incursion. Commer-
cial activity will be prohib-
ited, but seasonal fl ower 
and produce  stands will be 
allowed.

Other permitted activ-

ities may also be allowed, 
Bohn said. The county’s 
P ublic W orks D epartment 
will look at all the requests 
and see how they fi t into the 
ordinance.

“I just want to say ‘thank 
you very much’ to you and 
our staff  for addressing this 
issue, because we are a rural 
community and a lot of peo-
ple identify with these stands 
and enjoy seeing them and 
enjoy frequenting them,” 
Commissioner Courtney 
Bangs said. “I appreciate 
the fact that we have done 
such an astronomical eff ort 
to make sure to include our 
rural community’s hobby 
stands.”

Bohn said, “I will say that 
I have talked more about the 
right of way in the last two 
weeks than I have in the pre-
vious 29 years. So that could 
be a good thing or a bad 
thing depending on how you 
look at it.” 

Mark Kujala, the chair-
man of the Board of Com-
missioners, also thanked staff  
for coming up with a policy 
that’s “fair and equitable and 

addresses the concerns. 
“We were all favorable to 

allowing fl ower stands and 
stands that can be operating 
without a safety concern,” he 
said. “I think a lot of the feed-
back that we’ve received — 
in fact, a lot of it — is from 
folks that live on state high-
ways and state highways are 
not subject to this at all.”

The board will hold a  sec-
ond public hearing on the 
amended ordinance on April 
14.

Following the fi rst pub-
lic hearing, Gary Smith, 
who has run one of the fi re-
wood stands  on Ridge Road 
for about two years, told The 
Astorian he did not feel like 
county commissioners lis-
tened to his concerns.

He believes the prob-
lem with Berry’s wood stand 
involving neighbors should 
have been handled as an iso-

lated issue. Now, he believes 
he is the only one who is 
really aff ected.

“I have my business 
license, I have my permit, 
I did everything that was 
asked of me, but the peo-
ple down the street from me 
— all the issues were down 
there,” Smith told the board  
during a meeting in Feb-
ruary. “I had nothing to do 
with them. I have no part in 
what they were doing. I just 
got wrapped up in what they 
were doing.

“I’m not quite sure why 
(the county) shut me down, 
too, because I did nothing 
wrong. I mean, I was permit-
ted, licensed and everything 
else. And I’ve done a lot of 
work out there. It has taken 
me a lot of time that I put in 
out there, and I’m just hop-
ing that I can continue doing 
what I’m doing.”

Rights of way: Second public hearing on April 14
Continued from Page A1

with all CDC (Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion) guidance.”

The Astorian contacted 
Pacifi c Seafood on March 12 
after receiving information  
about potential virus cases at 
the Warrenton plant, but did 
not receive a response.

Clatsop  C ounty and 
Pacifi c Seafood signed a 
memorandum of under-
standing in late November 
after months of  confl ict over 
how to handle virus  cases at 
the plant.

The county and the 
Clackamas-based company  
agreed not to publicly dis-
close virus cases  unless they 
reach the threshold for dis-
closure of workplace out-
breaks by the health author-
ity, which is fi ve cases for 
companies with 30 or more 
workers.

Both Pacifi c Seafood and 
the county had  previously  
disclosed individual virus 
cases at the Warrenton plant 
and still could if all parties 
agree.

Seafood processors  have 
accounted for a dispropor-
tionate share of the county’s 
virus cases since the start of 
the pandemic.

In May, an outbreak at 
Pacifi c Seafood  was tied to 
15 cases — 11 workers and 
four contacts.

Another worker at Pacifi c 
Seafood tested positive in 
late June, prompting a clash 
between the county and the 
company  over whether other 
workers should quarantine 
or continue working at the 
plant.

Ninety-fi ve cases were 
tied to an outbreak at the 
plant in September, the 
county’s largest work-
place outbreak during the 
pandemic.

The county has recorded 
831 cases since the start of 
the pandemic. According 

to the county, 18 have been 
hospitalized and seven have 
died.

Margo Lalich, the coun-
ty’s interim public health 
director, attributed a  recent 
spate of virus cases to loos-
ening restrictions.

“And so as we open up, 
more kids are returning to 
school, businesses are open-
ing up, we’re in spring break, 
we’re just going to see more 
of it,” Lalich said during a 
county Board of Commis-
sioners meeting Wednesday.

“Also, I think there’s a 
false sense of security — 
and, of course, I don’t have 
data to back this up yet — 
that with vaccination and 

more people getting vac-
cinated, there’s less risk of 
exposure in the community. 
And that’s defi nitely not the 
case. So we will continue 
with our messaging about 
prevention. And regardless 
of the vaccination coverage 
in the community, those pre-
vention eff orts will remain 
in place as they do during fl u 
season and the prevention of 
other respiratory illnesses.

“So we’re monitoring 
those cases closely and we 
follow up with them as we 
have been. And the goal is 
to get as many people vacci-
nated as possible, keep busi-
nesses going, and that pos-
itive energy that people are 
feeling that things are get-
ting better,” Lalich said.

“We want to keep that 
going, but do so safely. 
We’re used to seeing spikes 
and dips in the cases, and I 
think what we’re just going 
to see for the duration is just 
kind of those rolling hills. 
A nd it’s going to go up, and 
it’s going to go back down, 
and it’s going to go back 
up, and it’s going to go back 
down.

“But we’re hopefully less 
likely to see the extremes 
that we’ve been dealing with 
in the past.”

Outbreak: ‘There’s a false sense of security’
Continued from Page A1

Hailey Hoff man/The Astorian

Eight virus cases have been linked to Pacifi c Seafood in 

Warrenton.

Jeff Hale Painting

503-440-2169 Jeff Hale,
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LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

CCB#179131

Over 25 years local experience

• Residential
• Commercial
• Cedar Roof Treatments
• Exterior Repaint Specialist

Please ADOPT A PET!

This space sponsored by CLATSOP ANIMAL ASSISTANCE

CLATSOP COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER  •  861-PETS

1315 SE 19th St. • Warrenton  |  Tues-Sat 12-4pm
www.dogsncats.org

See more on  

Petfinder.com

PRINCE
Min Pin/Dachshund Blend

A sprightly fellow full of
intelligence, charm, wit

and good cheer.  He 
can even dance.


