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A pickup traverses the Franklin Street bridge in Indiana’s Michigan City in January.

US infrastructure gets mediocre
grade from civil engineer report

By HOPE YEN
Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — America’s infrastruc-
ture has scored near-failing grades for its
deteriorating roads, public transit and storm
water systems due to years of inaction from
the federal government, the American Soci-
ety of Civil Engineers reports. Its overall
grade: a mediocre C-.

In its “Infrastructure Report Card”
released Wednesday, the group called for
“big and bold” relief, estimating it would
cost $5.9 trillion over the next decade to
bring roads, bridges and airports to a safe
and sustainable level. That’s about $2.6 tril-
lion more than what government and the pri-
vate sector already spend.

“America’s infrastructure is not func-
tioning as it should, and families are los-
ing thousands of dollars a year in dispos-
able income as a result of cities having to
fix potholes, people getting stuck in traffic
or due to repairs when a water line breaks
or the energy grid goes down,” said Greg
DiLoreto, one of the group’s past presidents.

“It’s critical we take action now,” he said,
expressing optimism that the federal govern-
ment is now making it a “top priority.”

During former President Donald Trump’s
four years in the White House, his admin-
istration often held “Infrastructure Week”
events and touted transportation improve-
ments. But it was not able to push Congress
to pass any broad plan to update the nation’s
roads and bridges, rails and airports.

The overall C- grade on America’s infra-
structure — reflecting a “mediocre” con-
dition with “significant deficiencies”
is a slight improvement from its D+ grade
in 2017. The group cited in part state and
local government and private-sector efforts,
which have turned to new technology to pin-
point water main leaks and prioritize fixes.

But of the 17 categories making up the
overall grade, 11 were in the D range that
indicated a “significant deterioration” with a
“strong risk of failure.” They included pub-
lic transit, storm water infrastructure, air-
ports and roads and highways, which make
up the biggest chunk of U.S. infrastructure
spending at $1.6 trillion, according to the
group.

Four areas got Cs: bridges, which
dropped from a C+ to a C in 2021, energy,
drinking water and solid waste. Just two
areas — ports and rail — scored higher, with
a B-and B.

President Joe Biden’s administration and
lawmakers in recent weeks have begun lay-
ing the groundwork for a long-sought boost
to the nation’s roads, bridges and other
infrastructure of $2 trillion or more, to be
unveiled after Congress approves legislation

on COVID-19 relief. Transportation Secre-
tary Pete Buttigieg, who has been meeting
with lawmakers about the effort, has said the
aim would be to rejuvenate the post-corona-
virus pandemic economy and boost crum-
bling roads and bridges while encouraging
alternative forms of transportation to cars,
as well as create thousands of green jobs by
making environmentally friendly retrofits
and public works improvements.

“This report card is a warning and a call to
action,” Buttigieg told The Associated Press.
“A generation of disinvestment is catching
up to us, and we must choose whether to
allow our global competitors to pull ahead
permanently, or to invest in the safety, equity,
resilience and economic strength that supe-
rior infrastructure can bring to Americans.”

Buttigieg announced on Tuesday the first
low-cost federal transportation loan in the
Biden administration, up to $448 million to
Texas for toll-road projects in Austin to ease
congestion, touting bike-friendly features
such as a planned 10-foot-wide paved side-
walk for cyclists and pedestrians with access
to trails.

“As communities across the country con-
tinue to battle the pandemic, we are com-
mitted to being a partner to help them save
money, reduce congestion and improve
mobility, safety and accessibility,” said Butt-
igieg, a former mayor of South Bend, Indi-
ana, who was set to address the engineers
group later Wednesday.

In its report card, the group said years of
inaction has had consequences. It cited grow-
ing costs being passed along to consumers as
cities and states grapple with funding short-
ages to fix roads and bridges and delay other
major upgrades to infrastructure.

The nation’s weak infrastructure has
been a problem for communities, includ-
ing Texas’ recent struggles with power out-
ages and water shortages after a brutal win-
ter storm. Unusually frigid conditions led to
frozen pipes that burst and flooded homes,
and millions of residents lost heat and run-
ning water.

According to the report card, the nation
is only paying about half of what it needs to
lift overall U.S. infrastructure to an accept-
able “B” level. Left unaddressed, America’s
overdue infrastructure bill by 2039 will cost
the average American household $3,300 a
year, or $63 a week, the group said.

It urged strong leadership, greater invest-
ment and “new approaches,” such as taking
into account the reality of climate change in
longer-term capital improvement plans.

“Big and bold action from Washington,
as well as continued prioritization by states
and localities, is needed to bring all our
infrastructure to a state of good repair,” the
report card said.

Tensions over vaccine equity
pit rural against urban America

By TRAVIS LOLLER, JONATHAN
MATTISE and GILLIAN FLACCUS
Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Rita Fentress was
worried she might get lost as she traveled
down the unfamiliar forested, one-lane road
in rural Tennessee in search of a coronavirus
vaccine. Then the trees cleared and the Hick-
man County Agricultural Pavilion appeared.

The 74-year-old woman wasn’t eligible to
be vaccinated in Nashville, where she lives,
because there were so many health care work-
ers to vaccinate there. But a neighbor told her
the state’s rural counties had already moved
to younger age groups and she found an
appointment 60 miles away.

“I felt kind of guilty about it,” she said.
“I thought maybe I was taking it from some-
one else.” But late that February day, she said
there were still five openings for the next
morning.

The U.S. vaccine campaign has height-
ened tensions between rural and urban Amer-
ica, where from Oregon to Tennessee to
upstate New York complaints are surfacing of
a real — or perceived — inequity in vaccine
allocation.

In some cases, recriminations over how
scarce vaccines are distributed have taken
on partisan tones, with rural Republican law-
makers in Democrat-led states complaining
of “picking winners and losers,” and urban-
ites traveling hours to rural GOP-leaning
communities to score COVID-19 shots when
there are none in their city.

In Oregon, state GOP lawmakers walked

Robert Cohen/St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Vehicles snake through alinein Missouribeside
a farm field in Poplar Bluff for the state’s first
mass COVID-19 vaccination event in January.

out of a legislative session last week over the
Democratic governor’s vaccine plans, citing
rural vaccine distribution among their con-
cerns. In upstate New York, public health
officials in rural counties have complained of
disparities in vaccine allocation and in North
Carolina, rural lawmakers say too many
doses were going to mass vaccine centers in
big cities.

In Tennessee, Missouri and Alabama, a
dearth of shots in urban areas with the great-
est number of health care workers has led
senior citizens to snap up appointments hours
from their homes. The result is a hodgepodge
of approaches that can look like the exact
opposite of equity, where those most likely to
be vaccinated are people with the savvy and
means to search out a shot and travel to wher-
ever it is.

“It’s really, really flawed,” said Amesh
Adalja, a senior scholar at the Johns Hopkins
Center for Health Security, who noted there
are even vaccine hunters who will find a dose
for money. “Ideally, allocations would meet
the population’s needs.”
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