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HOOD RIVER — As 
COVID-19 surged, retired 
attorney Susan Crowley did 
some simple math and dis-
covered a chilling fact: peo-
ple over 60 made up 91% 
of coronavirus deaths in 
Oregon. So the 75-year-old 
was shocked when the state 
started vaccinating teachers 
this week before senior cit-
izens in a push to get chil-
dren back into classrooms.

“I look at these fi gures 
and I am literally afraid. It’s 
not just a question of miss-
ing beers with my friends. 
It’s a question of actually 
being afraid that if I am not 
careful, I will die,” she said. 
“The thing that is so upset-
ting to me is that seniors 
don’t matter, the elderly 
don’t matter. And it’s pain-
ful to hear that implication.”

Gov. Kate Brown, a 
Democrat, has defended 
her decision, choking up in 
a recent news conference 
because she said she “knows 
of families where 12- and 
13-year-olds are attempting 
suicide” because of social 
isolation. Meanwhile, her 
sister, a cancer survivor, is 
being asked return to her 
Minnesota classroom with-
out a vaccine, Brown told 
The Associated Press.

“No matter what you 
do, people aren’t happy,” 
she said. “The teachers in 
Minnesota are furious at 
the governor because they 
are doing seniors fi rst. And 
here, the seniors are furious 
at me because I am doing 
teachers fi rst. There are no 
right answers, and there are 
no easy decisions.”

With a mass vaccina-
tion campaign underway, 
the U.S. is facing a moral 
dilemma as offi cials from 
California to New Jer-
sey decide who gets the 
shots fi rst. Everyone from 
the elderly and those with 
chronic medical conditions 
to communities of color and 
front-line workers are clam-
oring for the scarce vac-
cine — and each group has 
a compelling argument for 
why they should get priority.

It has local health offi cials 
and volunteer advisory com-
mittees doing ethical gym-
nastics the likes of which 
haven’t been seen since the 
military’s rationing of a new 
wonder drug — penicillin 
— during World War II or 
the decision to give white 
men fi rst access to life-sav-
ing dialysis machines in the 
1960s, when the new tech-
nology was in short supply.

Hospitals and medical 
professionals make such 
moral decisions when tri-
aging emergency room 
patients in a disaster or 
ranking recipients for organ 
transplants, said Courtney 
Campbell, an ethics profes-
sor at Oregon State Univer-
sity. But what’s happening 
now is on such a large scale 
that ordinary people — not 
just public health offi cials 
— are reckoning with ques-
tions of who is most import-
ant to society and why, he 
said.

“We’re being asked to 
emphasize some of our 
shared national values. ... 
We’re being called to treat 
other persons as equals, 
and that means equals in 
the sight of the law, but also 
moral equals, so that mat-
ters of privilege or wealth 
or socioeconomic status get 
leveled out,” he said. “This 
is a time when we get tested 
as to whether we’re going to 
walk the talk.”

While the nationwide 
priority has been inoculat-
ing health care workers and 
those in nursing homes, the 
decisions get more diffi cult 

deeper into the vaccine roll-
out. Federal guidance says 
states should prioritize the 
elderly, front-line essen-
tial workers and those with 
underlying medical condi-
tions in the next phases, but 
ultimately it’s up to state and 
local offi cials to decide how 
to distribute the shots.

Complicating matters 
is the nation’s vaccine dis-
tribution has been marked 
by disarray and confusion. 
States have complained 
about shortages and inad-
equate deliveries that have 
forced them to cancel mass 
vaccination events and 
appointments.

Originally, Brown said 
teachers and residents over 
65 would both be eligible 
this week but rolled that back 
because supplies weren’t 
there. Now, the state’s vac-
cine advisory committee is 
wrestling with how to prior-
itize the next groups.

In emotional, tense 
exchanges at a recent meet-
ing, members debated the 
hypothetical merits of giv-
ing the vaccine to a tribal 
elder who’s one of the last 
speakers of their language 
versus a teacher or a migrant 
worker who puts food on 
people’s tables. Some advo-
cated vaccinating all peo-
ple of color fi rst, regardless 
of age or health, while oth-
ers favored giving the shots 
to those with certain chronic 
conditions, regardless of 
race.

Oregon is focused on 
fairness in vaccine access 
for marginalized communi-
ties. Other states, like New 
Jersey, raised eyebrows by 
putting smokers toward the 
front of the line. In Missis-
sippi, authorities are trying 
to address disparities that 
show 70% of the vaccine 
has gone to white residents 
by establishing a drive-
through clinic at a stadium 
in Jackson, a majority Black 
city.

Oregon lawmakers of 

color wrote a letter urging 
the vaccine advisory com-
mittee to prioritize low-in-
come seniors, inmates and 
front-line workers instead 
of solely focusing on racial 
minorities, saying doing so 
would reach many people of 
color.

“We are concerned about 
the way this is being framed 
and how these groups ... are 
pitted against each other and 
against BIPOC communi-
ties in general,” the letter 
said, using an acronym for 
Black, Indigenous and peo-
ple of color.

Dr. Kalani Raphael, a 
kidney specialist at Oregon 
Health & Science Univer-
sity and a Native Hawaiian 
on the advisory commit-
tee, said minority communi-
ties’ health care experiences 
are often invisible, partic-
ularly with COVID-19. He 
pointed to the death of a 
friend, a Utah community 
organizer, who got the virus 
after working to improve 

health care access for other 
Pacifi c Islanders.

“She was getting bet-
ter. And then she just
dropped dead at home, right 
in front of her kids,” said 
Raphael, his voice heavy 
with emotion. “These sto-
ries, to me, re-center the 
problem in these commu-
nities that are invisible and 
give them the support and 
attention and seriousness 
they deserve.”

While Oregon health 
offi cials grapple with who 
will be eligible next, vac-
cines started Monday for 
teachers and early child-
hood educators. More than 
90% of students have been 
studying online for nearly 
11 months.

Jennifer Dale, a mother 
of three from Lake Oswego, 
has organized rallies and 
written letters in a push to 
return to in-person learning. 
But teachers getting prior-
ity over seniors made her 
reevaluate.

“I can support my kids 
and their education if it 
means my parents continue 
to be prioritized for a vac-
cine, because they are much 

more likely to have negative 
consequences from COVID 
than a young healthy 
teacher,” she said.

Leslie Bienen, a Port-
land mother of two, also has 
seen her children struggling 
with online school. When 
she heard teachers would be 
vaccinated before seniors, 
she was torn.

“It’s so complicated. 
At fi rst, I felt like that is 
really wrong,” Bienen said.
“But if you think of public 
health as harm reduction, 
you can’t just think of one 
thing.”

State vaccine rollout forces stark moral choices

Gillian Flaccus/AP Photo

Susan Crowley, a 75-year-old retired attorney, plays in her garden with her dog, ‘Mollie,’ at her home in Hood River.

‘I LOOK AT THESE FIGURES AND I AM LITERALLY AFRAID. IT’S NOT

JUST A QUESTION OF MISSING BEERS WITH MY FRIENDS. IT’S A 

QUESTION OF ACTUALLY BEING AFRAID THAT IF I AM NOT CAREFUL,

I WILL DIE. THE THING THAT IS SO UPSETTING TO ME IS THAT

SENIORS DON’T MATTER, THE ELDERLY DON’T MATTER.

AND IT’S PAINFUL TO HEAR THAT IMPLICATION.’
Susan Crowley
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e’ve been in the Warrenton area for nearly a year, and 
we’d love to get to know you better. Come visit us at our 

Warrenton branch, right next to Walmart. You’ll feel right at 
home in our relaxed style branch, which also features a full-
service Red Leaf Organic Coffee bar! We even have special 
offers just for new members at our Warrenton branch! 

WW

www.tlcfcu.org • 503.842.7523 • 866.901.3521

1771 SE Ensign Ln. Warrenton
85 W. Marine Dr. Astoria

2315 N. Roosevelt Dr. Seaside

Visit us in Warrenton!Visit us in Warrenton!

Free Checking
Business Services
Financial Planning
Low-Rate Loans and Competitive Dividends
Online Banking and Mobile Banking
 And more!

Membership benefits include:

Open a Choice Checking account at 
the Warrenton branch by 2/28* and 
meet the qualifications for 120 days 
and get $100. Plus, get a “5 Espressos 
on Us” card, good at Warrenton Red 
Leaf, upon opening Choice Checking 
account.

Refinance $10,000 or more from 
another lender at the Warrenton 
branch by 2/28** and receive $100
after 90 days with loan in good 
standing. Plus, get a “5 Espressos on 
Us” card,  good at Warrenton Red Leaf, 
when you refinance.
*One qualifying account per primary 
member. If the qualifying account is closed 
by the member or by TLC within six months 
after opening, the bonus will be deducted 
for that account at closing. **Funds will be 
deposited to the member’s savings account. 

Right inside 
the branch.

New Member Special Offers:

Federally Insured
by NCUA
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How often should 
I upgrade my 
equipment?

Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat/Sun Closed 
77 11th Street, Suite H

Astoria, OR • 503-325-2300

IRS Publication 946 states the cost of a 

computer can be deducted over a 5-year 

period (Modified Accelerated Cost Recovery 

System).

CPU, memory and hard drive performance 

continue to advance dramatically every 

2 years. After 5 to 6 years, the decline in 

speed and reliability increases greatly. 

After 5 or 6 years it is wise to consider 

upgrading your equipment.

LEO FINZI

 AstoriasBest.com

Astoria’s Best
HP

Desktop
Intel 

Pentium 
Gold 

G6400
8GB 

Memory

$499.99

Q:Will insurance 

cover 

chiropractic care 

for auto-related 

injuries?

A: Yes! Most insurance will 

cover chiropractic care 

without a referral from your 

primary care physician. Call 

us today for more info or to 

schedule your appointment.

Alicia M. Smith, DC
Owner

ASTORIA 
CHIROPRACTIC

503-325-3311

1490 Marine Dr., 
Suite 202

Astoria, Oregon

Q: I’m going out of town 
and need to stop my 
newspaper.  What 
are my options?

Jeremy
Feldman

Circulation Manager

949 Exchange St., Astoria, OR

www.dailyastorian.com

800-781-3214

We have different options for 

you if you are heading out of 

town. We can switch you to a Web 

subscription while you are away and 

you can read the paper online, or 

you can have your delivery stopped 

and donate your missed papers to 

local schools. Whichever option fits 

your needs, just call our circulation 

department at 800-781-3214 or go 

online and enter your vacation at

www.dailyastorian.com under 

“Subscriber Services.”
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