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Keep our nonprofits in mind

ife in Clatsop County is Imagine what the North Coast
I enriched by a large num- would be without them.
ber of nonprofit organiza- Last spring, Congress wisely
tions. Their impacts range across

set aside $75 million in the first
a wide spectrum, including health

coronavirus relief package for the
and human welfare, the performing National Endowment for the Arts.
arts, history, historic preservation

The $900 billion stimulus package
and youth athletics. approved in December included
The coronavirus pandemic has

$15 billion to help sustain inde-
been especially hard on nonprofits

pendent performance venues via
that rely on donor bases that have the Save Our Stages Act. Dayna
been diminished along with the

Frank, the owner of First Avenue, a
economy. There is a misconception Minneapolis club that played host
that a nonprofit doesn’t have to

to Prince and The Replacements,
make a profit. Technically, that is helped lead the grassroots drive for
true, but these organizations must

the federal money.
have positive cash flows. “We had everyone from Pit-
The Astorian’s Jan. 7 article bull to Lady Gaga to Dayna to the
about Jennifer Crockett’s deci- owner of the Fargo Theatre pitch-
sion to leave her position as exec-

ing in on this,” U.S. Sen. Amy
utive director of the Liberty The- Klobuchar, a Minnesota Democrat
atre makes a point about survival

who co-authored the act with U.S.
during the pandemic. Sen. John Cornyn, a Texas Repub-
As performing arts organiza-

lican, told the Star Tribune. “It
tions became endangered, Crock- had to be a grassroots effort. There
ett did two important things. She

wasn’t enough time to have it be
maintained the Liberty’s rele-

more formalized.”
vance by keeping the theater vis- We believe the federal and state
ible. And she engineered a new

governments should keep culture
umbrella organization for assisting and the arts in mind in any future
all county arts organizations.

virus relief.
“I feel strongly that I’ve gotten

Just as we must support local,
the theater to a place where it can home-owned retail enterprises, our
be handed off,” Crockett said of local nonprofits desperately need
her departure. “We’ve built com-

our financial assistance during this
munity partnerships and we’ve

challenging period.
made people really like the theater

Consider them in the year ahead.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Ho-hum response

CARL EARL
Systems Manager

Hailey Hoffman/The Astorian

The renovated concession stand at the Liberty Theatre.

again and I think the next person
can take it to a higher level.”

Even the larger nonprofit orga-
nizations, such as the Columbia
River Maritime Museum, have felt
the decline in visitor attendance.
Ditto for the Clatsop County His-
torical Society, the custodian of
the Flavel House Museum and
the very popular Oregon Film
Museum.

In the middle of a crisis, it can
be difficult to talk about the role of
culture and the arts in our lives.

When business owners are
struggling to stay open and people

have lost their jobs, the immediate
priorities are ensuring that the most
vulnerable among us do not lose
their access to food, shelter, health
care and social services.

But studies have shown that
the arts have a multimillion-dol-
lar annual economic impact to our
county. Our region’s transforma-
tion over the past few decades into
a popular visitor destination was
influenced by a cultural rebirth.

The arts play a valuable part in
preserving our mental health. Our
theaters, museums and history cen-
ters are sources of civic pride.
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en I saw the landslide on U.S. High-
way 30, I wondered about the impacts of
the apparent clearcut on the hillside high above.
I wondered whether the owner of the land
might be liable for the expense of clearing up
the landslide, assuming it was privately owned.

Now I read it was our state forest, and
that those decisions were made by employ-
ees of the Oregon Department of Trans-
portation and the Oregon Department of
Forestry. I’'m not one of those people who
disrespects public employees, I had a career
myself as one. But these guys have let them-
selves be brainwashed by the cultures of
their respective agencies.

They consulted with a geotechnical spe-
cialist who told them that the slope above
the highway should be a “leave area” with
“trees left standing to keep the soil sta-
ble.” The newspaper article (The Astorian,
Jan. 19) includes several soft shoe shuffles
between agency staff enforcing their need to
protect the roadway from falling trees.

But it sounds as though these employ-
ees decided among themselves to disregard
that expert advice, and are now rationalizing
their actions. I don’t know what it will take
for forestry officials to use what they know
about intact forest systems, and stop seeing
the trees as “timber” and the understory as
something to be eliminated.

But maybe they could start by admit-
ting that they made a mistake. Rain happens
here, and plants stabilize the soil.

document has just occurred when the por-
tion regarding state legislature control of
elections for the presidency was resisted

LETTERS WELCOME

JANMITCHELL Letters should be exclusive to The  to other letter writers should address by the eventual winning faction. I'm sure
Astoria Astorian. Letters should be fewer the issue at hand and should refer to many books will be written about Election
than 250 words and must include the the headline and date the letter was 2020. .
. writer’s name, address and phone published. Discourse should be civil. In 1988, a good“questlon for my students
Landslides happen number. You will be contacted to Send via email to editor@dailyasto- would have been: “In what way can the

Constitution most adversely be subverted?”
If some inspired student answered some-
thing like, “If you used a pandemic to side-
step the Constitution’s obvious boundar-
ies, you could rig an election,” I would have

confirm authorship. All letters are
subject to editing for space, gram-
mar and factual accuracy. Only two
letters per writer are allowed each
month. Letters written in response

rian.com, online at bit.ly/astorianlet-
ters, in person at 949 Exchange St.
in Astoria or mail to Letters to the
Editor, P.O. Box 210, Astoria, OR.,
97103.

Landslides happen. Got it. Foresters and
road engineers agree on that, but the for-
est “industry” continues to deny that clear-
cutting rain forests, and preempting downed

trees by cutting them on slopes, obviously given the student A+.
dramatically increases landslide risk and MATT JANES
destruction of remaining anchors on hills, Jeffers Gardens
even though the evidence is right in our Capitol on Jan. 6 are accomplices in the student teacher of two classes of world cul-
faces, every time. deaths of at least five people. tures, and two classes of political studies, at

But that’s how capitalism (the U.S. sys- All of you white privileged/spoiled peo- Sam Barlow High School. Unpleasant

tem of government) works. The professionals
say something enough times, do their “due
diligence,” and people believe it, or just stop
listening, even though somewhere in their
heads they know it’s all a lie. The science is
obvious. But you need to follow the money.
SUE SKINNER
Astoria

America or bust

have tried to let it go, and be quiet about
this, but it hurts too much.
Many of the local “Trumpies” know who
I am, and what I have been disabled try-
ing to stand for. All who traveled to the U.S.

ple committed treason against the U.S. All
of these people should at least be stripped of
their citizenship for their actions against the
Constitution that thousands of Americans
have died protecting.

I know most of our grandparents rolled
over in their graves with disgust. We have
sacrificed nothing compared to what they
overcame to give us the land of the free.

TROY HASKELL
Astoria

Assault

n the fall of 1988, I was finishing up my
teacher certification in social studies as a

I spent 10 weeks of intensive study
over these subjects, to instruct juniors and
seniors about subjects necessary to get them
into college. In retrospect, I find that I've
since forgotten more about these subjects
than the average American knows.

Over the decades, I have definitely kept
up on events occurring outside the nation,
but I have mostly followed the goings on in
the political world. I guess it was because
I spent nearly three months dissecting the
Constitution of the U.S., to the point I was
able to instruct students at the high school
level. It’s actually simple; the original U.S.
Constitution has only 4,400 words. It’s not
that hard to figure out.

Obviously, the greatest assault on this

"m sure that more than a few readers of

The Astorian are disappointed and frus-
trated by your refusal to allow personal
comments on your website.

For many years, this has been a source
for commentary and opinion from read-
ers of all political and social points of view.
It’s just another effort by the editors of
The Astorian to make this publication as
unpleasant as possible.

The abundance of advertising and pop-
ups is incredibly annoying. Please place the
value of your readership at, or above, the
same level of your advertisers.

ROBERT POTTER
Astoria



