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WASHINGTON — Dem-
ocrats laid plans Friday for 
impeaching President Donald 
Trump, even as he’s headed 
out of the White House, and 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
said she had spoken to the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff about preventing 
an “unhinged” Trump from 
ordering a nuclear strike in 
his fi nal hours and days.

Pelosi and the Demo-
crats are considering swift 
impeachment — as soon as 
next week — in response to 
the deadly siege of the U.S. 
Capitol by a pro-Trump mob 
that shocked the nation and 
the world.

Congress confi rmed Dem-
ocrat Joe Biden as the presi-
dential election winner before 
dawn on Thursday after the 
violent mob stormed the Cap-
itol on Wednesday in a stun-
ning attempt to overturn 
the election, undercut the 
nation’s democracy and keep 
the Republican in the White 
House.

One protester was shot 
to death by Capitol Police. 
Three other people died from 
what authorities described as 
medical emergencies. Capitol 
Police offi cer Brian Sicknick 
died after being injured while 
engaging with protesters.

Lawmakers were resolved 
to complete the Electoral 
College tally in a display to 
the country, and the world, 
of the nation’s enduring com-
mitment to uphold the will 
of the voters and the peace-
ful transfer of power after the 
mob forced members of Con-
gress into hiding, offi ces were 
ransacked and the formal 
congressional tally of votes 
was halted for more than six 
hours.

In the aftermath of the 
siege, several Republicans 
announced they would drop 
their objections to the elec-
tion, including Sen. Kelly 
Loeffl er, R-Ga., who lost her 
bid for reelection Tuesday.

Punctuating their resolve, 
both the House and Senate 
soundly rejected an objection 
to election results from Ari-
zona, which had been raised 
by Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, 
and Rep. Paul Gosar, R-Ariz., 
and another from Pennsyl-
vania brought by Sen. Josh 
Hawley, R-Mo., and Rep. 
Scott Perry, R-Pa. Still, most 
House Republicans sup-
ported the objections. Other 
objections to results from 
Georgia, Michigan, Nevada 
and Wisconsin fi zzled.

Shortly before 4 a.m. 
Thursday, lawmakers fi n-
ished their work, confi rming 
Biden won the election.

Vice President Mike 
Pence, presiding over the 
joint session as Senate presi-
dent, announced the tally, 306 
to 232.

The top federal prosecu-
tor for the District of Colum-
bia said “all options are on the 

table” for charges against the 
violent mob that stormed the 
Capitol, including sedition.

Several lawmakers sug-
gested that Trump be prose-
cuted for a crime.

Capitol Police Chief 
Steven Sund, under pres-
sure from Democratic Sen-
ate leader Chuck Schumer, 
Pelosi and other congres-
sional leaders, was forced 
to resign. Republican Sen-
ate leader Mitch McConnell 
asked for and received the 
resignation of the sergeant at 
arms of the Senate, Michael 
Stenger, effective immedi-
ately. Paul Irving, the long-
time sergeant at arms of the 
House, also resigned.

Sund had defended his 
department’s response to the 
storming of the Capitol, say-
ing offi cers had “acted val-
iantly when faced with thou-
sands of individuals involved 
in violent riotous actions.”

In his fi rst public comment 
on the mayhem, Sund said in 
a statement earlier Thursday 
that rioters attacked Capitol 
police and other law enforce-
ment offi cers with metal 
pipes, discharged chemi-
cal irritants and “took up 
other weapons against our 
offi cers.”

It was “unlike any I have 
ever experienced in my 30 
years in law enforcement 
here in Washington, D.C.,” 
said Sund, a former city 
police offi cer.

Washington Mayor Muriel 
Bowser called the police 
response “a failure.”

Lawmakers from both 
parties pledged to investigate 
and questioned whether a 
lack of preparedness allowed 
a mob to occupy and vandal-
ize the building. The Penta-
gon and Justice Department 
had been rebuffed when they 
offered assistance.

Black lawmakers, in par-
ticular, noted the way the 
mostly white Trump support-
ers were treated.

The fi nal days of Trump’s 
presidency are spinning 
toward a chaotic end as he 
holes up at the White House, 
abandoned by many aides, 
leading Republicans and 
Cabinet members. He was 
tweeting again after his Twit-
ter account was reinstated, 
reverting to an aggressive 
statement that his supporters 
must not be “disrespected” 
after he sent out a calmer 
Thursday video decrying the 
violence.

In the video, Trump for the 
fi rst time acknowledged his 
defeat in the Nov. 3 election 
and announced there would 
be an “orderly transition” on 

Jan. 20, Inauguration Day.
“Even though I totally dis-

agree with the outcome of the 
election, and the facts bear 
me out, nevertheless there 
will be an orderly transition 
on January 20th,” Trump said 
in a statement posted to Twit-
ter by his social media direc-
tor. Trump’s account had 
been locked by the company 
for posting messages that 
appeared to justify the assault 
on the seat of the nation’s 
democracy. Facebook and 
Instagram said Thursday they 
will bar Trump from posting 
at least until the inauguration. 
Twitter announced on Friday 
that it had permanently sus-
pended Trump’s account.

Trump added, “While 
this represents the end of the 
greatest fi rst term in presi-
dential history, it’s only the 
beginning of our fi ght to 
Make America Great Again!”

White House press secre-
tary Kayleigh McEnany said 
the Trump administration 
found the siege of the Capi-
tol to be “appalling, reprehen-
sible and antithetical to the 
American way.”

Pelosi said she had spoken 
with Gen. Mark Milley “to 
discuss available precautions 
for preventing an unstable 
president from initiating mil-
itary hostilities or accessing 
the launch codes” for nuclear 
war. She said Milley assured 
her longstanding safeguards 
are in place.

The president has sole 
authority in the U.S. govern-
ment to order the launch of a 
nuclear weapon, but a mili-
tary commander could refuse 

the order if it were deter-
mined to be illegal.

Trump has been mak-
ing no such threats, and he 
is to leave offi ce Jan. 20 
when Biden is sworn in. But 
top lawmakers are sound-
ing alarms that the president 
could do great damage on his 
way out.

On a conference call, 
Pelosi said, “We must take 
action.”

“This unhinged president 
could not be more danger-
ous,” Pelosi said.

Biden said it’s up to Con-
gress whether to pursue a sec-
ond impeachment of Trump, 
but he expected lawmakers 
to be ready to move on his 
agenda as soon as he is inau-
gurated. Trump said Friday 
he will not attend the inaugu-
ration, while Pence has indi-
cated he will attend.

Pelosi and Schumer have 
called on Pence and the 
Cabinet to invoke the 25th 
Amendment to force Trump 
from offi ce. It’s a process for 
removing the president and 
installing the vice president 
to take over.

But action by Pence or 
the Cabinet now appears 

unlikely, especially after 
two top offi cials, Educa-
tion Secretary Betsy DeVos 
and Transportation Secre-
tary Elaine Chao, suddenly 
resigned in the aftermath of 
the violence at the Capitol 
and would no longer be in the 
Cabinet to make such a case.

A person granted anonym-
ity to discuss the private call 
said Pelosi also discussed 
other ways Trump might be 
forced to resign. And if he 
were to be impeached by the 
House and convicted by the 
Senate, he might also be pre-
vented from running again 
for the presidency in 2024 
or ever holding public offi ce 
again. He would be only the 
president twice impeached.

Conviction in the Repub-
lican Senate at this late date 
would seem unlikely. But 
it’s a measure of his uncom-
fortable position that fewer 
Republicans are speaking out 
against his removal.

One Trump ally did. 
House Republican Minority 
Leader Rep. Kevin McCarthy 
said “impeaching the presi-
dent with just 12 days left in 
his term will only divide our 
country more.” 
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Supporters of President Donald Trump participate in a rally on Wednesday at the White House before a mob took to the Capitol in an attempt to overturn the election.
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ATTN: Dan Hess Ltd & HJB Logging

Vance Hensala (formerly a Seaside, Oregon native) expresses 

his gratitude to the Dan Hess Ltd & Howard B. Johnson 

Logging Companies for helping him acquire his truck driving 

skills in the mid 1970’s.

“Those steep, narrow, and twisted logging roads made me a 

safer driver... a 33 year career with no at fault accidents”.

Your willingness to take a chance on a young man with your 

operations in the woods allowed me to have a very enjoyable 

lifelong trucking career; for that I am forever grateful!

Sincerely, Vance Hensala - Troy, Texas

Vance is currently fighting advanced stage 4 Bone Cancer.

Those wanting to reconnect/express their well-wishes are encouraged to write him at: 310 Coby Drive, Troy, TX 76579 or email: afinnsfarm@gmail.com
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