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Democratic challengers Jon Ossoff, left, and Raphael Warnock defeated their Republican
opponents in Georgia for seats in the U.S. Senate, giving Democrats control of the Senate.

Democrats gain Senate control
after wins in Georgia runofts
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Rev. John Tindell has been called
home after a lifetime of service to the
Lord, many communities in Alaska and
the Pacific Northwest and his
family. He died peacefully at
home, under hospice care, on
Dec. 31, 2020, after a strug-
gle with complications from a
stroke.

John was born on April 2,
1936, in Miami, Florida, to
John J. and Mary L (McLean)
Tindell. His mother raised him
in their neighborhood Allapat-
tah Methodist Church, which
led to his goal at age 12 of serv-
ing as a Methodist pastor, a path he fol-
lowed for almost all of his adult life.

John met Beryl Insinger while they
were students at Florida Southern Col-
lege in Lakeland, Florida. They were
married in 1959, while John was finish-
ing a master’s degree in divinity from
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also led the east Anchorage and Anchor-
age First United Methodist churches.

After his official retirement in Alaska,
John served four more churches,
two in Idaho and two in Ore-
gon. His final assignment was
11 years as pastor of the Sea-
side United Methodist Church
in Seaside.

John is survived by his two
children, Raymond and Cynthia
(“Cindy”); grandson, Kevin;
and sister, Estelle Lima, of
Miami, Florida.

Raymond is a Portland attor-
ney and graduate of the Univer-
sity of Miami and Southern Methodist
University Law School. Cindy is a grad-
uate of Georgetown University, has mas-
ter’s degrees from Columbia University
and the Harvard Business School, and is a
vice president at NextEra Energy in Palm
Beach, Florida.
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ATLANTA — Democrats won both
Georgia Senate seats — and with them, the
U.S. Senate majority — as final votes were
counted Wednesday, serving President Don-
ald Trump a stunning defeat in his last days
in office while dramatically improving the
fate of President-elect Joe Biden’s progres-
sive agenda.

Jon Ossoff and Raphael Warnock, Dem-
ocratic challengers who represented the
diversity of their party’s evolving coalition,
defeated Republicans David Perdue and Kelly
Loeffler two months after Biden became the
first Democratic presidential candidate to
carry the state since 1992.

Warnock, who served
as pastor for the same

jobs and justice for the people of this state —
for all the people of this state,” Ossoff said in
a speech broadcast on social media Wednes-
day morning. “Whether you were for me, or
against me, I’ll be for you in the U.S. Senate.
[ will serve all the people of the state.”

Trump’s false claims of voter fraud cast a
dark shadow over the runoff elections, which
were held only because no candidate hit the
50% threshold in the general election. He
attacked the state’s election chief on the eve of
the election and raised the prospect that some
votes might not be counted even as votes were
being cast Tuesday afternoon.

Republican state officials on the ground
reported no significant problems.

Both  contests
whether the political coa-

tested

together extensively. Beryl died in 2018,
after 60 years of marriage.

In his deepest self he was an explorer,
following mission opportunities in Cuba,
Appalachia, Scotland and over 35 years
in Alaska. He was the founding pastor of
the Sitka United Methodist Church, and
the first pastor of the then newly com-
bined Methodist and Presbyterian North-
ern Light United Church in Juneau. He
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Arizona State University.

A Zoom celebration of life and min-
istry is planned for Jan. 30 at 11 am.
Please contact seasideunitedmethodist@
gmail.com for details.

In memory of John’s life, donations
may be made to the Alaska Methodist
Conference, the Pacific Northwest Meth-
odist Conference or the Seaside United
Methodist Church.
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Donna is survived by her brother, Bruce
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stakes transformed Geor-

gia, once a solidly Repub-

lican state, into one of the nation’s premier
battlegrounds for the final days of Trump’s
presidency — and likely beyond.

In an emotional address early Wednes-
day, Warnock vowed to work for all Geor-
gians whether they voted for him or not,
citing his personal experience with the Amer-
ican dream. His mother, he said, used to pick
“somebody else’s cotton” as a teenager.

“The other day, because this is America,
the 82-year-old hands that used to pick some-
body else’s cotton picked her youngest son to
be a United States senator,” he said. “Tonight,
we proved with hope, hard work and the peo-
ple by our side, anything is possible.”

In an interview with ABC’s “Good Morn-
ing America,” Warnock described his win as
a “reversal of the old Southern strategy that
sought to divide people.”

Loeffler, who remains a Georgia sena-
tor until the results of Tuesday’s election are
finalized, returned to Washington on Wednes-
day morning to join a small group of senators
planning to challenge Congress’ vote to cer-
tify Biden’s victory.

Georgia’s other runoff election pitted Per-
due, a 71-year-old former business execu-
tive who held his Senate seat until his term

assertion that Biden was

not the legitimately elected
president, according to AP VoteCast, a sur-
vey of more than 3,600 voters in the runoff
elections.

Election officials across the country,
including the Republican governors in Ari-
zona and Georgia, as well as Trump’s for-
mer attorney general, William Barr, have con-
firmed that there was no widespread fraud in
the November election. Nearly all the legal
challenges from Trump and his allies have
been dismissed by judges, including two
tossed by the Supreme Court, where three
Trump-nominated justices preside.

Publicly and privately, some Republicans
acknowledged that Trump’s monthslong push
to undermine the integrity of the nation’s
electoral system may have contributed to the
GOP’s losses in Georgia.

“It turns out that telling the voters that the
election was rigged is not a great way to turn
out your voters,” said U.S. Sen. Mitt Rom-
ney, a Utah Republican and a frequent Trump
critic.

Even with Trump’s claims, voters in both
parties were drawn to the polls because of the
high stakes. AP VoteCast found that 6 in 10
Georgia voters say Senate party control was
the most important factor in their vote.
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