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The buttery croissant at the Astoria
Coffeehouse & Bistro, notable for its
plentiful almond paste, sliced almonds
and sugar sprinkles on top.

s Y VYR P B Y )

— - i e e

Coljee and reats

By NOEL THOMAS
For The Astorian

ne of the great pleasures in life was my midmorning break at the
() downtown coffee shops.

My favorites not only built a good cup of coffee, but also baked some
wonderful pastries. To please my eye as well as my taste buds, I’d order two
pastries, one to eat and one to paint for an hour or so at one of their tables.
With each bite and sip I enjoyed the sensation of mixing the flavors in my

mouth as I mixed the paints with my brush.
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But then the coronavirus pandemic hit, and everything stopped. Then the
shops were allowed to reopen for takeout. Now they bring my order to the
door — coffee and two pastries — and I find a nearby place to enjoy my
break with paintbrush in hand. Not quite the same as sitting inside where
it’s warm and sociable, but it will do for now. I hope our coffechouses and
other businesses manage to keep their doors open — a loss of any of them

would be a sad day for Astoria, as well as for me.
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Most unusual was a puffy and moist
scone from Street 14 Cafe, crowned with
shaved coconut and almond slivers.

Blue Scorcher Bakery & Cafe’s cinnamon
rolls and coffee combo, so tasty | have a
hard time deciding whether to eat or paint.
Paint or eat? Such decisions for a morning.
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