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Chinook salmon numbers rise in Idaho

By KEITH RIDLER
Associated Press

BOISE, Idaho — A unique popu-
lation of salmon that for thousands of
years has been reproducing in one of
Idaho’s wildest places experienced a
small increase in adults returning to
spawn this year.

But the number of Chinook
salmon returning to the Middle Fork
of the Salmon River and its tributar-
ies is just a tiny fraction of historic
numbers, experts said.

“More is better, but it’s still abys-
mal numbers,” said Russ Thurow,
a research fisheries scientist with
the U.S. Forest Service based in the
small city of Salmon. “We’re bounc-
ing around just above extinction.”

A survey completed in September
of spawning beds found that about
900 Chinook salmon, which can sur-
pass 20 pounds, returned this year
compared to 320 last year.

Most of the basin is protected in
the Frank Church River of No Return
Wilderness. It contains about 460
miles of still pristine spawning hab-
itat that in the 1800s experienced
an annual return of an estimated
150,000 adult salmon.

Spawning bed surveys from the
1950s and 1960s led to an estimate of
nearly 50,000 salmon returning those
years before the runs plummeted fol-
lowing the completion of dams on
the Snake River.

The salmon swim from 800 to
900 miles to their spawning grounds,
some of which are at an elevation of
over 6,000 feet.

“It’s definitely on the extreme
end of what salmon do,” said Eli
Felts, a fisheries biologist with the
Idaho Department of Fish and Game,
which conducted the spawning bed
surveys this year.

Wildfires, landslides, floods and
other natural events happen without
human interference in the wilderness
area.

Scientists said salmon having to
deal with that changing environment
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A Chinook salmon swims with
sockeye salmon past the Bonneville
Dam fish-counting window on the
Columbia River.
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has made the population highly resil-
ient, an important characteristic that
has helped the salmon persist for
thousands of years.

Scientists view their research of
the salmon as a unique opportunity
to better understand the dynamics of
the entire Columbia River Basin and
for boosting numbers of salmon and
steelhead. Both species are both eco-
nomically and culturally important
for the region.

Scientists have said that the Mid-
dle Fork Salmon River salmon can
be viewed as a rare control group in
a vast experiment in the Columbia
River Basin.

Salmon and steelhead populations
in the region are affected by what

scientists call the “four Hs.” Those
include habitat degradation, hatchery
influence, harvest and hydropower.

Middle Fork Salmon River fish
have a pristine habitat, are not influ-
enced by salmon hatcheries and are
rarely caught by anglers based on
studies that track tagged salmon.
That isolates dams used for hydro-
power as the main problem limiting
the fish’s recovery.

Throughout the Columbia River
Basin, more than $16 billion has
been spent over the last three decades
trying to save salmon and steelhead.

Dams lead to the deaths of many
young salmon as they head down-
stream to the ocean.

Generally, a goal of up to 6% of
the young fish that head downstream
returning as adults is desired. But
most species are experiencing returns
of'less than 1%, which scientists have
said isn’t sustainable. Salmon from
Idaho must pass through four dams
on the Snake River in eastern Wash-
ington and four more on the Colum-
bia River.

Most wild Columbia River Basin
chum, pink and coho salmon stocks
have become extinct. Thirteen sur-
viving species of Columbia River
Basin salmon and steelhead are pro-
tected under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act, including the Middle Fork
Salmon River Chinook salmon,
listed as threatened in 1992.

In a decision criticized by envi-
ronmentalists, the U.S. government
in July announced that four huge
dams on the Snake River in Washing-
ton state will not be removed.

“Until we do a better job of
reducing those harms caused by the
hydro-systems, and especially for
Snake River fish, I think that we’re
going to continue to spend a lot of
money and not deliver results,” said
Joseph Bogaard of Save Our Wild
Salmon, a coalition of about 40
salmon and fishing groups that wants
to restore salmon to levels that would
allow them to be fished throughout
the region.
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Oregon Public Broadcasting

New rules take effect Wednes-
day that attempt to clarify where
and what kinds of electric bikes
are allowed on large chunks of
federal public lands.

The decision inches the
cycling community closer to clar-
ity on where e-bikes belong and
where they don’t. Part of the chal-
lenge in making rules for e-bikes
has been defining what they are.

Generally, an electric bicycle
looks like a non-electric bicycle.
Two wheels, two pedals, a frame
and some handlebars. E-bikes
differ from their non-electric
cousins in that they have a bat-
tery and a motor to help cyclists
go faster or farther.

“They can get no help, a lit-
tle bit of help or a whole lot of
help,” said Stirling McCord, who
co-owns Bend Electric Bikes
with his wife, Kathy McCord.

The e-bike industry separates
the machines into three distinct
classes that mostly have to do
with speed and how it’s achieved:
Class 1 e-bikes are pedal-assist
only and have no throttle. They
can achieve assisted speeds up to
20 mph. Class 2 e-bikes can also
achieve speeds up to 20 mph, but
they can receive both throttle and
pedal assistance. Class 3 e-bikes
are also pedal-assist bikes, but
go faster than Class 1. They can
achieve assisted speeds up to 28
mph.

Regulations for e-bikes have
not kept up with their technologi-
cal evolution or popularity.

While e-bikes have long been
allowed on thousands of miles
of federal roads and trails, many
e-bikes are now capable of han-
dling a wider variety of terrain —
from gravelly roads to technical,
single-track mountain bike trails.
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New rules for e-bikes
clarify use on public lands

E-bike sales have also
increased eightfold from 2014
to 2018, according to the NPD
Group. The machines can
improve access to cycling across
ages and abilities.

“A lot of our customers,
they’re not just coming into
cycling,” said Kathy McCord.
“They’ve been life-long cyclists
and they’re just discovering that
e-bikes allow them to extend their
cycling life.”

Blanket rules governing (or
not governing) e-bike use have
created confusion and occasion-
ally conflict among myriad user
groups seeking to enjoy the Ore-
gon outdoors.

Before now, e-bikes were
basically considered less-pow-
erful motorcycles in the eyes
of the federal government. It
was a Bureau of Land Manage-
ment proposal to treat all e-bikes
as non-motorized vehicles that
cracked a well-shaken can of
controversy among all who share
Oregon trails — hikers, mountain
bikers, equestrians, on down the
list.

Now, the Bureau of Land
Management has added defini-
tions for three separate classes
of e-bikes to its off-road vehicle
regulations. The agency will also
grant local land managers power
to decide what bikes are allowed
on what trails.

The new rules demystify what
constitutes an e-bike and allow
for more nuanced discussion
of when, where and how they
should be allowed.

The National Parks Service,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
and the Bureau of Reclamation
— all under the Department of
Interior with the Bureau of Land
Management — will adopt the
e-bike rules and definitions to
their off-road vehicle regulations.
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