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Army Corps demes permlt for Pebble mine

Project was opposed
by fishermen

By ALEX DeMARBAN
Anchorage Daily News

The Trump administra-
tion on Wednesday rejected
a permit for the controversial
Pebble copper and gold mine
in southwest Alaska.

The decision brings to an
end — for now at least — the
long-sought,  roller-coaster
effort to build the giant proj-
ect near the world’s largest
wild sockeye salmon fishery.

The U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers “determined
that the applicant’s plan for
the discharge of fill mate-
rial does not comply with
Clean Water Act guidelines
and concluded that the pro-
posed project is contrary
to the public interest,” said
Col. Damon Delarosa, the
Army Corps’ Alaska district
commander.

Delarosa said the agen-
cy’s denial caps a nearly
three-year  review  pro-
cess of the potential proj-
ect involving multiple agen-
cies, and was based on all
“available facts and com-
plies with existing laws and
regulations.”

The news was swiftly
praised by Pebble opponents,
as well as Alaska’s Republi-
can U.S. senators, who both
came out strongly against the
project in recent months.

“After years of review
and analysis, the Army
Corps has found that this
project is ‘contrary to the
public interest,” ending con-
sideration of its permit appli-
cation and affirming that
this is the wrong mine in the
wrong place,” said U.S. Sen.
Lisa Murkowski.

“Given the special nature
of the Bristol Bay watershed
and the fisheries and subsis-
tence resources downstream,
Pebble had to meet a high
bar so that we do not trade
one resource for another,”
said U.S. Sen. Dan Sullivan.
“As I have been saying since
August, Pebble did not meet
that bar.”

Longtime critics of Peb-
ble called the decision a win
for tourism, sportfishing and
commercial fishing jobs.
They said Pebble’s proposal
was half-baked and would
have devastated the fishery.
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Protesters against the Pebble mine project gathered outside U.S. Sen. Lisa Murkowski’s office in Juneau last year.

“Good riddance,” said
Nelli Williams, Alaska direc-
tor of Trout Unlimited. “The
opposition to this project
from all corners of the politi-
cal spectrum runs strong and
deep. The science is clear, the
process has played out and
there is no way this ill-con-
ceived project can coexist
with Bristol Bay salmon.”

John Shively, Pebble
Partnership chief executive,
called the decision a “lost
opportunity” for Alaska and
the people from the region.
The mine could have pro-
duced billions of dollars over
its life, hundreds of Alaska
jobs and minerals with crit-
ical national importance for
renewable energy such as
copper, the company has
said.

Appeal likely

The company plans to
administratively appeal
the Army Corps decision,
Shively said. Pebble has 60
days to file that appeal.

“We are obviously dis-
mayed by today’s news
given that the USACE had
published an Environmen-
tal Impact Statement in July
that clearly stated the proj-
ect could successfully coex-
ist with the fishery and
would have provided sub-
stantial economic benefit to
the communities closest to

THE U.S. ARMY CORPS OF
ENGINEERS ‘DETERMINED
THAT THE APPLICANT’S PLAN
FOR THE DISCHARGE OF FILL
MATERIAL DOES NOT COMPLY
WITH CLEAN WATER ACT GUIDELINES
AND CONCLUDED THAT THE
PROPOSED PROJECT IS CONTRARY
10 THE PUBLIC INTEREST’

Col. Damon Delarosa | Army Corps’ Alaska district commander

the deposit,” he said. “One
of the real tragedies of this
decision is the loss of eco-
nomic opportunities for peo-
ple living in the area.”

Pebble parent Northern
Dynasty Minerals called the
decision “politically moti-
vated” and “fundamentally
unsupported by the adminis-
trative record as developed”
by the Army Corps during
the review process.

The finding that the mine
is “not in the public interest”
is wrong, Northern Dynasty
said. “The (Corps’ final envi-
ronmental report) found Peb-
ble to be a project of merit
that would fully coexist with
clean water, healthy fish and
wildlife populations, and the
important fisheries resources
of southwest Alaska,” the
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Esther E. Dorvinen

wishes to send sincere
thanks for all the very kind
expressions of sympathy
and loving support received.
We have been blessed.

Thank you!
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parent company said.

Alaska Republican U.S.
Rep. Don Young said he is
disappointed that the fate of a
project on state land appears
to have been decided by the
federal government.

“Now there must be a con-
sideration of how the federal
government will compensate
the state for the loss of eco-
nomic potential,” he said.
“The proposed mine has
always been subject to politi-
cal intrigue and the whims of

outsiders who simply do not
understand our state.”

The mine is proposed for
construction about 200 miles
southwest of Anchorage,
near headwaters of the Bris-
tol Bay salmon fishery.

The project seemed all but
dead under former President
Barack Obama, when the
Environmental ~ Protection
Agency in 2014 prepared to
veto the project. Major min-
ing companies over the years
have also pulled out of the
project, leaving Northern
Dynasty Minerals, a small
Canadian company, alone
with a mine that would cost
billions of dollars to develop.

But President Donald
Trump reversed the Obama
administration’s effort four
years later, and the proj-
ect moved steadily for-
ward under Trump until hit-
ting new headwinds late this
summer. Prominent Repub-
licans, including Murkow-
ski and Sullivan, and even
Donald Trump Jr., the presi-
dent’s son, said they opposed
the mine.

‘Pebble Tapes’

In September, a conser-
vation group released the
so-called “Pebble Tapes,”
after secretly employing peo-
ple to act as potential inves-
tors in the mine. Pebble
executives were caught on
tape discussing what they
described as close ties with
Murkowski, Sullivan, Alaska
Gov. Mike Dunleavy and the
Army Corps.

The senators, the gov-
ermor and the Army Corps
have denied the statements
as false. But they led to unfa-
vorable headlines in the press,
renewed opposition to the
project by critics, and efforts
by a U.S. House committee
to uncover records about the
project.

In late August, the Army
Corps said a Pebble mine
with a 20-year life would
cause “‘significant degrada-
tion” in the Bristol Bay water-
shed. The Army Corps’ parent
agency, the U.S. Army, said
the project could not be per-
mitted as proposed under the
Clean Water Act.

But the Corps left open
a single, difficult path for
Pebble: submitting a miti-
gation plan that offset dam-
age the mine would cause to
wetlands in the Bristol Bay
region. Experts said it was a
steep hurdle because it likely
meant Pebble would need to
somehow create a plan setting
aside large amounts of state
land for protection in a pris-
tine area that mine critics said
had no other major develop-
ment threats beyond Pebble.

The mitigation plan was
determined to be out of com-
pliance with requirements, the
Army Corps record of deci-
sion said.

It lacked adequate infor-
mation in multiple areas,
including financial assurances
and details needed to deter-
mine if it was sufficient to off-
set the mine’s impacts.

An administrative appeal
could be made to the Army
Corps for consideration, the
agency said in its denial letter
to Pebble.
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UGE SALE!

Everything must go!
Thursday, Friday, & Saturday
December 3rd, 4th, & 5th

10 am-4 pm
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EVERY ROOM WITH A VIEW

CALL TO BOOK 503.325.4996

Daily Rates
$109 Sunday - Thursday
$129 - Friday

$149 - Saturday

Valid for stays from Dec 1 - Jan 31, 2021

Blackout dates: Dec 31, Jan1 -2, 2021

Exclude Suites & Pilot House

Exclusive offer for Clatsop County and

Long Beach Peninsula residents.

Must bring local ID and this original ad at time of check-in
to receive discount.

Applicable taxes not included with rates.
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-Mineral Hot Tub
-Finnish Sauna
-Workout Room
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