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sTRUGGLE FOR SALMON

his fall marks the 50th anniver-
sary of an event that sparked
the landmark ruling by federal
Judge George Boldt in U.S. v.
Washington that upheld our treaty-re-
served rights to hunt, fish and gather.

It was Sept. 9, 1970, the height of
the Fish Wars that had rocked west-
ern Washington since the early 1960s.
The state of Washington refused to rec-
ognize our treaty rights, and when we
tried to exercise them we were arrested
— often beaten — and thrown in jail.
Our boats, motors, nets and other gear
were confiscated along with any fish we
might have caught.

Treaty rights are civil rights, just
like your right to vote, and are pro-
tected under the U.S. Constitution as
the “supreme law of the land.”

To defend our rights, tribes mounted
a nonviolent resistance effort patterned
after Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s strat-
egy in his civil rights campaign. “We
marched with Dr. King, and when we
returned home, we continued the strug-

gle by protesting, getting arrested, get-
ting out of jail and doing it all over
again,” wrote our longtime leader, Billy
Frank Jr.

“We had a fish camp under the Puy-
allup River Bridge and the state
came down on us that day, just
like they had many times before,
to stop us from exercising our
treaty right to fish. They gassed
us and threw us all in jail. But
someone else got gassed that
day, too. His name was Stan
Pitkin.”

A U.S. attorney for western
Washington, Pitkin was part of
the crowd that came to watch the arrest
of more than 60 men, women and teen-
agers. Troubled by what he saw, he took
the first steps to file U.S. v. Washing-
ton on behalf of the tribes, which led
to Judge Boldt’s 1974 ruling. The U.S.
Supreme Court upheld the Boldt deci-
sion in 1979.

In 50 years, we’ve gone from fight-
ing one another to honoring the struggle
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that has led us here today. Today, the
bridge spanning the site of the “Puyal-
lup Bust” has been named the Fishing
Wars Memorial Bridge, or yabuk’wali,
which means “place of a fight.”

Still, the fight for recogni-
tion of treaty rights continues
throughout the world.

Today in Nova Scotia, Can-
ada, the Sipekne’katik and other
First Nations are experienc-
ing violence and threats from
non-Indian fishermen and oth-
ers as they try to exercise their
treaty-guaranteed right to har-
vest lobster. Despite a 1999
Supreme Court ruling upholding the
First Nations’ treaty fishing rights, the
Canadian government has done little to
address the issue.

The Boldt decision established us as
natural resources co-managers with the
state and upheld our right to half of the
harvestable salmon returning annually
to Washington waters.

But 50% of nothing is nothing, and
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that’s the direction our salmon stocks
are heading. The reason is that we con-
tinue to lose salmon habitat faster than
it can be restored and protected.

It’s easy to get discouraged about
salmon recovery and other natural
resources issues given the unprece-
dented rollback of environmental pro-
tection laws over the past few years.
Those who were gassed, beaten and
arrested underneath the Puyallup River
Bridge on that day in 1970 were also
discouraged after years of effort. But
they didn’t give up and neither will we.

It might take another 50 years or
more to achieve salmon recovery, but
we will get there. Indian people have
always lived in western Washington
and we always will. We will never stop
fighting for the health of our cultures,
communities and natural resources —
and we will never stop defending our
treaty rights.

Lorraine Loomis is the chairwoman
of the Northwest Indian Fisheries
Commission.

IT MIGHT TAKE ANOTHER 50 YEARS OR MORE TO ACHIEVE SALMON RECOVERY, BUT WE WILL
GET THERE. INDIAN PEOPLE HAVE ALWAYS LIVED IN WESTERN WASHINGTON AND WE ALWAYS WILL.
WE WILL NEVER STOP FIGHTING FOR THE HEALTH OF OUR CULTURES, COMMUNITIES AND
NATURAL RESOURCES — AND WE WILL NEVER STOP DEFENDING OUR TREATY RIGHTS.
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Whiner
he only fraud in the 2020 election is

the big whiner living in the White
House.

DENIAL

JOSEPH WEBB
Astoria

Endure

n Hebrews 12:2, it says, “looking to
Jesus the author and finisher of our
faith; who for the joy that was set before

him, endured the cross.”

Most of us are carrying some kind of
a cross — fear, loneliness, sickness, even
what’s going to happen to us tomorrow.
But we, like Jesus, must trust to the joy
that is set before us to endure.

We were created for a life of abundance
and joy. Let us claim it and live it — for
the joy that is set before us, let us endure.

JIM BERNARD
Warrenton

Milked

wrote a letter a few weeks ago about

Seaside taxpayers getting milked by our
Sunset Empire Park and Recreation Dis-
trict people, but it didn’t sink in.

We paid $2.5 million, and we don’t get
any tax relief, which would not have hap-
pened if private enterprise would have
been allowed in.

There was a group ready to buy the
Broadway Middle School property, and
put a motel in the area, and pay the annual
taxes, but couldn’t compete against a bot-
tomless bidder. That scenario was bad
enough, but now we’re getting stuck with
a repair bill.

I’'m leaving town, but my property is

KUPER

licans Suzanne Weber and Dick Anderson
success representing us in the Legislature.
In return, we expect them to listen to,
represent and show up for those in our
community who did not vote for them. We
believe that’s the way forward in these divi-
sive times, that are concerning for us all.
PETER MARKS
Nehalem
Member, Tillamook County Democrats
Communication Committee

still here. But not for long. They provided important perspectives
on issues like workers rights, education,
conservation, health care and COVID-
19 recovery that wouldn’t have been dis-
cussed had they not run. Whether you’re a
Republican or a Democrat, seeking posi-
tive change for our community by running
for public office is extremely patriotic.
Regardless of whom you voted for,
we’re all on the same team. We, the Dem-
ocrats of Tillamook County, wish Repub-

BOB COOK
Seaside

Important perspectives

e want to thank Debbie Boothe-

Schmidt and Melissa Cribbins for
running for state Legislature representing
Tillamook County.



