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Wastewater: ‘This 1s big’
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storage pond and install-
ing a new headworks to fil-
ter out grit and other solids.
The hope is to stave off the
need for a newer, mechani-
cally driven plant estimated
at anywhere between $40
million and $60 million.
With Fort George and
Buoy Beer both headed
toward significant expan-
sions, the city is also cre-
ating an industrial pre-
treatment program to limit
solids. Some in the beer
world fear the new regula-
tions and wastewater fees
could make further expan-
sion in Astoria too costly.
Fort George and Buoy
Beer jointly hired John Mer-
cer, a brewery wastewa-
ter consultant, to improve
treatment. Mercer presented
a side-streaming plan for
Fort George’s new brew-
ery at Astoria Warehous-
ing to divert some of the
heaviest effluent into tanks
that would be taken to local
farms for supplemental cat-
tle feed.
Buoy Beer plans to install
a similar system. The brew-
eries expect the side-stream-
ing to come online next year
and reduce the current out-
put of solids by about two-
thirds, even after expansion.
“This is big for even a
bigger brewery,” Mercer
said of the side-streaming
systems. “So the breweries
really recognize the limita-
tions that the city has.”

New investments

Fort George has invested
in Astoria Warehousing, a
former canning and labeling
complex where the brewery
is building an expanded bre-
whouse, canning line, cold
storage, distribution center
and pub.

Buoy Beer is also look-
ing to expand.

Chris Nemlowill, the
co-owner of Fort George,
shared his concerns with
the proposed industrial pre-
treatment program. He said
breweries and the city need
more time to collect data
on brewery runoff and find
innovative ways to reduce
the impact, even with cash
flows decimated by the loss
of business because of the
coronavirus pandemic.

“Fort George alone
is going to be spending
upwards of $300,000 that
we had not planned on in
our project at all on this
system,” Nemlowill said
of side-streaming. “And I
imagine Buoy Beer is going
to be spending a comparable
amount, if not even maybe
more, because they’re out
over the water trying to
implement this.”

City staff proposed allo-
cating a certain amount of
the treatment capacity over
the next five years for brew-
eries, whose side-streaming
of heavier waste will hope-
fully buy more time to look
at innovative solutions, said
Cindy Moore, assistant city
engineer. The plan assumes

the city would also figure
out how to fund the $5 mil-
lion expansion in the next
five years, by which point
breweries could be bump-
ing up against their maxi-
mum wastewater treatment
allocation.

“We feel comfortable
moving forward with this
strategy, because there is
going to be an immediate
improvement as soon as
the side-streaming is imple-
mented,” Moore said. “It
does give us the opportu-
nity, as we mentioned, to get
more data. So, as your pub-
lic works staff, this would
be a way to support the
industries and still protect
the public infrastructure.”

Fast-tracking permits

The city is designing an
industrial pretreatment pro-
gram and figuring out how to
charge different commercial
users with varying strength
and volumes of wastewater.
City staff plan on fast-track-
ing permits before the pro-
gram for Fort George and
Buoy Beer to keep up with
their expansions.

Fort George’s permit will
come before the City Coun-
cil for approval next month.
The City Council’s approval
would allow Fort George to
exceed a previously agreed-
upon level of solids in its
wastewater and keep on a
timeline to make beer at
Astoria Warehousing by the
end of the year, City Man-
ager Brett Estes said.

Grants: Emergency Board will decide
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Kevin Leahy, the exec-
utive director of Clatsop
Economic Development
Resources, came before the
Astoria City Council seeking
$40,000 to help fill the gap.

“The great majority of
businesses that apply — I
want to say 95% — were
at the $5,000 level,” Leahy
told the City Council. “... I
believe the largest ask was
something like $28,000 or
$30,000.”

The City Council agreed
to give $40,000 in relief
funds to the business grants.
The Clatsop County Board of
Commissioners will decide
early next month whether to
add another $50,000.

Leahy said Seaside was
tapped out on relief funds.
Warrenton is directing some
of its relief funds to Clatsop
Community Action to help
people with food, rent and
utilities.

Grant agencies have until
mid-November to allocate
the unspent coronavirus relief
grants or return the money
to the state, which in turn
has until the end of the year
to spend the money before
returning the rest to the fed-
eral government.

Mary McArthur, who
recently retired as executive
director of the Columbia-Pa-
cific Economic Development
District, has been reaching
out to other cities and coun-
ties in the region and said
about half the gap has been
filled.

The frustrating part for
McArthur is the approxi-
mately $350,000 she said
the economic district has sit-
ting from three prior rounds
of relief grants that can’t go
to any business that received
prior federal support. This
round of funding can go to
businesses that received less
than $100,000 in prior fed-
eral support.

“We have about $350,000
that we are ostensibly going
to have to return to the state,”
she said. “And what we’re
really trying to (ask) is, ‘Can
we repurpose that money
under the round four guide-
lines, which they removed
that requirement, because we
do have that $600,000 gap?*”

McArthur said the deci-
sion is up to Oregon’s Emer-
gency Board, a bicameral
body in the state Legisla-
ture that decides on the rules
surrounding the distribu-
tion of federal funds. State
Sen. Betsy Johnson, D-Scap-
poose, is a member of the
board and said she supports
loosening  restrictions  on

prior federal business relief
funds.

“We probably need to go
back and revisit those imped-
iments to see if we can still
responsibly  distribute  the

money, rather than having it
revert to the federal govern-
ment,” Johnson said. “And
by responsibly distribute, |
mean that the money that

comes from the federal gov-
ernment to Oregon has to be
dispersed out in ways that are
auditable and accountable.”
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Conservancy: Wetland 1s intact
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coordinator for the land
conservancy.

The land conservancy
owns 507 acres in the
Warrenton area.

The addition of the
Ninth Street wetlands
to properties in this area
owned by the land conser-
vancy and others means
there is now an almost
unbroken wildlife corri-
dor from the headwaters
of Alder Creek — which
crosses the wetlands —
to where the creek emp-
ties into the Columbia
River, said Jon Wicker-
sham, associate director
of the land conservancy.

The area is used by elk,
smaller mammals, birds
and other creatures. The
Ninth Street wetlands are
located downstream from
land with rearing habi-
tat for lower Columbia
salmon, including coho.

Though there are
established  neighbor-
hoods nearby, the wet-
land itself has not been
split apart or seen mas-
sive alterations. It is
intact, healthy and func-
tioning, Wickersham
said.

This type of land’s
ability to absorb water
helps mitigate the effects
of flooding or storm
surges as low-lying areas
in Warrenton continue to
develop. Protecting these
spaces could ultimately
protect human settlement
nearby, Wickersham said.

Because of'its intended
use as wetland mitiga-
tion for another property,
the Ninth Street wetlands
came to the land conser-
vancy with deed restric-
tions. However, given
the pristine condition of
the property, Wickersham
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Northwest Hardwoods ® Longview, WA
Contact: John Anderson ¢ 360-269-2500
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Alder Creek winds through Warrenton north of Ninth Street.

said the organization’s strat-
egy for the site would have
been preservation anyway.
He expects they may
have to deal with invasive
plants, but he does not antic-
ipate undertaking any other

For now, the property
is generally closed to pub-

lic access. The Warren-
ton Grade School is located
nearby, however. In the

future, there may be oppor-
tunities for educational out-

types of active restoration reach on the land, Wicker-

work. sham said.
Debbie D’s will be at

Cash & Carry in Warrenton
at 10:00 a.m. every Saturday
to pick up and deliver
meat for processing.

20 Ib. min « Each batch individual

Please call Mon-Fri between 9-4
so we know to expect you.

Free Computer Tune
Up Tools (Part 2)

Visit Glarysoft.com & click “Download Now”
then run the installer.

After installation is complete, click the middle
tab“1-Click Maintenance”

Place checkmark next to all the items then Click
“Scan for Issues”

Place checkmark next to “Automatically repair”
& agree to close any programs Glary Utilities
asks you to close.

Click Menu (top right) then Settings. Uncheck
“Load Glary Utilities automatically on windows
startup”

We recommend running Glary Utilities once a
month.

‘LEEO FINZI
Astoria’s Best

HIGH SPEED ROUTERS

$49.99 & upP
Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat/Sun Closed
77 11th Street, Svite H
Astoria, OR * 503-325-2300

AstoriasBest.com

Q:I have a hard time
just moving around.
Is chiropractic good
for me?

ASTORIA

CHIROPRACTIC

Alicia M. Smith, DC
Owner

A : Absolutely! We have a lot of
patients who are limited in their
movement, even finding it difficult
to walk. Yet chiropractic care by
and large facilitates the healing
process. If you can get here, we
can help!

503-325-3311

2935 Marine Drive
Astoria, Oregon

+ What are dental
sealants, who should
get them and how
long do they last?

o Dental sealants are clear

* coatings placed in the deep
grooves of teeth, protecting them
from food and bacteria that can be
hard to remove with brushing.
We recommend having your child’s
permanent molars sealed as soon
as they are fully erupted. You can
expect sealants to last upwards
of 10-15 years and are a safe,
inexpensive way to help ensure
your child’s oral health. Call us
today to make your appointment.

JEFFREY M. LEINASSAR
DMD, FAGD

DENTAL EXCELLENCE

503/325-0310
1414 MARINE DRIVE,
ASTORIA

www.smileastoria.com




