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nearby beaches.

Cannon Beach’s Bandage Man

The story of Bandage Man, as reflected
in media and legends, all begins with a
secluded stretch of U.S. Highway 101 in
Cannon Beach. He is said to haunt the U.S.
Route 26 overpass. Legend dates to the
late 1950s with the story of a young couple
who sat parked in their pickup truck near
the beach. Suddenly, the truck moved as if
someone had climbed into the cargo bed.
They turned, looked through the back win-
dow, and saw a disfigured man, covered in
bloody bandages, rocking back and forth.
They reported that he started beating on the
back window and roof. They raced away,
down the highway. The bandaged man
disappeared.

Others have since reported seeing Ban-
dage Man jumping into open bed trucks
and convertible cars’ back seats. Others say
they’ve seen him walking along the beach,
down U.S. Highway 101 and on a short road
called “Bandage Man Road.”

Some people believe he’s the tormented
ghost of a logger who died in a horrific acci-
dent while working in the area.

Another legend also reports Bandage
Man was a logger in the 1930s, who was
badly injured on the job. He was wrapped
in bandages and sent away in an ambu-
lance. However, that ambulance fell vic-
tim to a landslide en-route to the hospital.
When the rescue crew arrived at the land-
slide location, he was reportedly gone.

Some witness accounts say he tries
to jump into passing cars, which is why
some locals avoid driving down U.S.
Highway 26 after dark.

Bandage Man was the subject of a
1974 University of Oregon Northwest
Folklore research study titled “The Ban-
dage Man Legend: A Cannon Beach Leg-
end.” The study explores the haunted tales
and legends passed down since the 1950s.
He was the focus of a 2003 horror-com-
edy film entitled “Bandage Man,” directed
by multiple-award-winning Irish film-
maker Ivan Kavanagh. The movie stays
relatively true to the legend. It tells of a
man who regularly travels at night on the
U.S. Highway 26 overpass, despite warn-
ings not to do so. As it turns out, the man
is looking for Bandage Man, who he visits
weekly to provide with another dog to eat.

The most recent documented sighting
of Bandage Man occurred in 2019.

A salty séance in Seaside

The Seaside Aquarium is the oldest
privately owned aquarium on the West
Coast. It was built in 1924 as a saltwa-
ter bathhouse and became an aquarium in

1937. Legend says it is haunted.

In the 1920s, the town of Seaside
had three large indoor pools. One of the
three was the Seaside Baths Natatorium,
which would later become the Seaside
Aquarium.

The facility contained a large indoor
heated concrete swimming pool filled with
heated saltwater. There was a big fountain
in the middle of the pool that people sat
upon and a children’s wading pool, with
a large window facing the ocean. Bands
would play at the natatorium and people
would gather for fun. In 1932, the Great
Depression forced the Seaside Baths
Natatorium to close.

Following its closing, the facility was
used as a salmon farm, then a location to
watch wrestling matches. Both of these
efforts failed. Since that time, many wit-
nesses have said the building is haunted
by unknown spirits, perhaps those of
rumored drowning victims said to have
died while swimming at the natatorium.

The building was remodeled and
opened as the aquarium in 1937. Admis-
sion prices were 15 cents for adults and 10
cents for children. In 1938, the Sea Water
Apartments were added to the third floor,
remaining in use until 1970 when they
were vacated and a period of renovation
lasting 35 years began. On this third floor,
paranormal activities are said to exist. The
public can’t access this area.

There are ghostly remnants of for-
mer residents’ lives, with old beds and
other furniture, fixtures and a board dis-
playing the names of the last people who
lived here. There are also rickety and tilt-
ing floors. Some employees have reported
hearing voices at night. Others have
reported footsteps, knocking and other
unexplained events.
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The old military base at Fort Stevens State Park. TOP: Visitors walk along the beach in Seaside.

Warrenton’s spectral Fort Stevens

Fort Stevens was built 1863, during the
Civil War, and was in service until 1947,
The fort was on alert during several wars,
including the American Indian Wars, Civil
War, Spanish-American War, World War I
and World War I1.

The Travel Channel program “Ghost
Adventures” visited the fort in 2019 to look
into stories of the fort’s haunting.

Visitors and staff have reported seeing
the ghosts of soldiers, one in full battle gear,
one carrying a long knife and one carrying
a flashlight, wandering the grounds, appear-
ing to be searching for possible enemy sol-
diers. Two appear to be dressed in Civil
War-era uniforms, while the other is dressed
in World War II-era clothing.

Disembodied voices and footsteps can be

heard. Glowing spirit orbs have been seen
in the old guardhouse. The stories of these
ghosts’ presence are usually connected with
unexplainable noises and rushes of cold air.

The most haunted spot is said to be Bat-
tery Russell, where cold spots, strange
noises and ghosts are reported. Some have
said they heard a ghost walking through
gravel outside their tent in the current camp-
ing area.

One witness sensed “echoes of pain
and fear.” They reported seeing a man in
fatigues holding a knife and another soldier
hiding in the bushes. Other witnesses have
described hearing faint wailing, as if some-
one was in pain, hushed yelling of someone
giving orders, a disembodied voice saying,
“get out,” and a feeling that someone was
watching them.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15,2020 // 7



