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Yvonne Joanne Larson
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Astoria
Aug. 30, 1936 — Sept. 18, 2020

Yvonne Joanne Larson was born in Asto-
ria, Oregon, to Hannah Aurora (Smolander),
a Finnish immigrant who came to the U.S. in
1913, and John Peter Enbusk, who
was among the early settlers of
Pendleton, Oregon, known as the
Pendleton Finns.

Her father was a member of the
International Longshore and Ware-
house Union Local 50, working
in the flour elevators at the Port of
Astoria. Her mother was a mem-
ber of the Columbia River Packers
Association, and worked in the can-
neries of Astoria.

Yvonne was the “tailgate” of
the family. Her brother, Carl, was
born in 1917, and her sister, Theda,
was born in 1919. Carl tragically
drowned in the Columbia River in
1927. Theda was 17 when Yvonne
was born.

Yvonne spent her early years
in Uniontown, and her father later
built their home across from Tapi-
ola Park, and contributed toward the
building of the pool.

During her early teens, Yvonne traveled to
the East Coast and lived with Theda, her hus-
band, Jim Newhall, who enlisted in the U.S.
Navy, and their sons, John and Jim II. She
grew a strong bond with the Newhall family.

Yvonne was preceded in death by her par-
ents; siblings; and nephew, John Newhall. She
is survived by John’s wife, Nancy, and son,
Chris; and her nephew, Jim Newhall II, and
his son, Jim Newhall III.

Yvonne graduated from Astoria High
School in 1954. Soon after, she met Dale E.
Larson, and they were married on June 5,
1955.

In 1961, they purchased a fixer-upper at
the corner of Fourth Street and Grand Avenue.
Located on a dead end, near a wooded area,
Yvonne delighted in being the “block mom”
for all who adventured there. Many renova-
tions and décor changes were her passion
throughout the years, and she hosted countless
celebrations and gatherings there, which she
meticulously planned.

Through the years their family grew. She
is survived by her children and their families,
Dave (Lancey) Larson, and their children,
Katie (Jake), Jana (Shane) and Heidi, and
grandchildren, Austin, Kiara, Alivia, Savana,
Ava, Kayla and Colton; Dennis (Deon) Larson,
and their children, Neil (Colleen) and Haley,
and grandchildren, Ryan and Nora (expecting
her November arrival); Robin (Doug Jensen),
and their children, Tia (Alex), Dale, Courtney,
and Madison, and grandchildren, Irelynn and
Cleo; and Dean (Evie) Larson, and their chil-
dren, Kurstin, Rachel and Wyat, and grand-
children, Carson, Kira, Cohen and Yuri.

In 1961, Yvonne became a dedicated and
baptized member of the Jehovah’s Witnesses.
She remained an active and devoted member
until her disease made it impossible for her to
continue attending their meetings and engage

in the volunteer preaching work. She devel-
oped many close family bonds with fellow
members throughout the years.

Yvonne loved to travel, and
enjoyed many vacations with fam-
ily and friends to several states, as
well as Sweden, Canada and Mex-
ico. Maui, Hawaii, was her favor-
ite destination; they traveled there
every November for decades.

Every year they would RV to
California to visit family, amuse-
ment parks (when their children
were with them), Mexico, Arizona
and Nevada. Dale used to refer to
her as the “Blacktop Queen.” Later,
when dementia caused her anxiety,
Dale would load her in the car and
say, “let’s go, see, do.”

Yvonne loved to dance, and she
passed her passion onto her children,
grandchildren and great-grandchil-
dren. Dale and Yvonne were mem-
bers of the Hayshakers Square
Dance Club at the Pacific Grange
in Warrenton. At any gathering that
included music, they were known to clear the
dance floor, and were truly delightful to watch.

By 2007 her Alzheimer’s/dementia became
apparent. Although this disease is heartbreak-
ing, it was also very healing, as it brought her
family together. Old transgressions and barri-
ers to communication were dissolved, and the
family gathered as often as possible.

Dale made sure to bring Yvonne to any and
all events they were invited to. Many friends
and family assisted with her care while Dale
worked at his shake mill to enjoy some respite.

In 2015, she became one of the first resi-
dents of Clatsop Care Memory Community.
She enjoyed her new expanded family of res-
idents and caregivers. Yvonne became known
for her great smile, blue eyes and the signature
move of squeezing your hand tightly if you
tried to let go.

On the evening of May 29, 2018, after vis-
iting Yvonne and feeding her dinner, Dale
passed away in a car accident on his way
home. Soon after, as her children and grand-
children visited her, they came to know
Yvonne’s memory community family, and
considered them family also.

Her caregivers loved and cared for
“mamas” as if she was their own; Yvonne
was the “block mom” once again. The family
was notified that the time was near, so Yvonne
hosted her final party. Two at a time, the fam-
ily visited her throughout the day.

Six days later, Sept. 18, 2020, Robin cra-
dled Yvonne’s hand and said, “Mama, take
Dad’s hand, he wants to dance with you
again,” and she took her last breath.

There will be a memorial service for
Yvonne, via a Zoom meeting on Sunday at
1 p.m. at bitly/YLarson; Meeting ID: 834
4635 3488; Passcode: 314877.

A graveside service will be held at 2 p.m.
Oct. 8 at Greenwood Cemetery. Friends and
family are welcome.

Director: Challenges spotlighted
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filed a $1 million claim against the housing
authority alleging Johnston retaliated against
her for reporting his alleged mismanagement
and misconduct.

In March, a jury ruled in favor of the hous-
ing authority.

Additional claims of misconduct and mis-
management were brought up during the trial,
putting a spotlight on challenges within the
agency.

Some housing authority employees were
notified last week in a letter signed by Johnston
that their positions had been eliminated. A copy
of the letter was obtained by The Astorian from
an employee who asked to remain anonymous.

The letter said the housing authority decided
to enter into a contract with Quadel, a Wash-
ington, D.C., based management and con-
sulting firm, to take over the housing choice
voucher program.

“As you know, NOHA has been working
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closely with HUD to improve the administra-
tion of NOHA’s Housing Choice Voucher Pro-
gram,” Johnston said in the letter. “It has been
decided that the best course of action at this
time is to engage a third-party contractor for
that purpose.”

Reed said the letter was only sent to the
agency staff that handles the housing choice
voucher system, and that they are welcome to
apply for employment through Quadel.

“We’ve been working with HUD, and HUD
recommended that maybe we get a third party
in to really help get this going,” she said.

During the board meeting on Thursday,
Wev said she appreciates Reed’s leadership
through the transition.

“I really would like to say how grateful [ am
for the last few months that Nina has just been a
terrific leader and I personally just really appre-
ciate all of the work,” she said.

Reed said, “I really want to be here for the
staff and bring the energy to them and stand by
them and have them build trust in me.”

Lou Ann Kerr Baty-Smith

Seaside
Oct. 16, 1929 — Sept. 14, 2020

Lou Ann Kerr was born to parents Frank
and Eleanor in Seaside, Oregon, on Oct. 16,
1929. She was their only child.

Growing up, Lou Ann devel-
oped a love for horses and was a
princess in the St. Paul Rodeo in
1948. She had deep ties to St. Paul,
Oregon, where her father grew up.

After graduating from Seaside
High School in 1947, she attended
Marylhurst College in Portland,
Oregon, from 1947 to 1950.

On Dec. 2, 1950, she married
Richard Malcom Baty, a Seaside
local and graduate of Oregon State
University. They settled in Sea-
side, raising five children and operating her
father’s heating oil business, Seaside Service
Oil.

Lou Ann and Dick were avid bird hunters,
enjoying trips to Eastern Oregon for hunting.
She was a member of the Ladies of the Elks
at the Elks Lodge and the Altar Society at
Our Lady of Victory Catholic Church.

Other pastimes included time on the links
at the Seaside Golf Club, needlepoint, and
she loved to knit. One of her greatest pas-
sions throughout her life was antiquing. She
loved collecting, and had a space in the Sea-
side Antique Mall for the last several years.

Last but not least, she was a die-hard Port-
land Trail Blazers and Raiders fan, followed
the NFL and college football and never
missed a Oregon and Oregon State Civil War
game, always on the edge of her seat, as she
was in a house divided.

Lou Ann and Dick divorced in 1973, and
in the latter 1970s, she gained employment
with the Crab Broiler Restaurant, where she
worked for years as a hostess and cashier in
the gift shop. She took pride in working at
Seaside’s finest restaurant, and developed
many friendships there that lasted a lifetime.

Lou Ann Baty-Smith

In 1993, she married John Francis (Jack)
Smith, a hop farmer in St. Paul, and relo-
cated there. She had a great love for this
community, and was proud to be
involved with the St. Paul Rodeo
Association.

Along with a dear friend, Lou
Ann started a successful apparel
business of custom sweatshirts.
She also published a cookbook
of family recipes, ensuring every-
one’s favorite dishes were passed
down.

In 2009, she moved back to Sea-
side, thrilled to come full circle to
her beloved hometown. Her final
years back at the beach were happy ones.
She was healthy, active and cherished time
spent with family and friends. She celebrated
her 90th birthday last year that included four
close childhood friends.

Lou Ann is survived by her five chil-
dren, Marcia Makela (Ken), Richard Baty Jr.
(Sue), Marianne Pittard (Jeff), James Baty
(Mary Jo Murtagh) and Nancy Baty (Josh
Gizdavich); her grandchildren, Todd Makela
(Autumn), Travis Makela, Nick Baty and
Brooke Baty; and great-grandchildren Elea-
nor, Adeline and Clint and Karl Makela.

At Lou Ann’s request, a small family
mass will be held at Our Lady of Victory
Catholic Church.

Internment will be next to her parents and
grandmother at Ocean View Cemetery in
Warrenton, Oregon.

Donations may be made to Seaside Kids
Inc. or the charity of your choice in her name.

Lou Ann will always be remembered
for her spirited nature, quick wit and warm
heart. She was a loving, committed friend,
devoted mother and grandmother and an
independent, energetic force who lived her
life to the fullest.
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9 a.m. the day of publication.

OBITUARY POLICY

The Astorian publishes paid obituaries. The obituary can include a small photo and,
for veterans, a flag symbol at no charge. The deadline for all obituaries is 9 a.m. the

Obituaries may be edited for spelling, proper punctuation and style. Death notices
and upcoming services will be published at no charge. Notices must be submitted by

Obituaries and notices may be submitted online at DailyAstorian.com/forms/obits,
by email at ewilson@dailyastorian.com, placed via the funeral home or in person at
The Astorian office, 949 Exchange St. in Astoria.

For more information, call 503-325-3211, ext. 257.

We’ve gone ABOVE & BEYOND to make

sure you are COMFORTABLE & SAFE
at your next dental visit.

T .

Excellence in challenging conditions.
Diane G.

| saw the highest standard of health safety practices in effect
during my hygienist appointment today—much higher precau-
tions than I'd seen in a local hospital when having tests last
month. The new sanitation equipment and attention to patient
safety at Klemp Family Dentistry is in keeping with a dental
practice | consider cutting edge with respect to all my dental
needs. It’s wonderful having a world class dental practice here
at the coast, one where | can have procedures performed for
which | used to have to travel to a specialist in Portland. | have
been a patient of several local dentists in the past, but none
had the skill and, more importantly, the attention to patient
comfort that Dr Klemp provides.
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KLEMP FAMILY DENTISTRY

1006 West Marine Drive, Astoria
(503) 468-0116
www.klempfamilydentistry.com
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