
A4 THE ASTORIAN • SATuRdAy, OcTObER 3, 2020

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Contemplative

Tom Brownson is the city councilor 
Astoria needs in 2020. Tom does 

not come to the position with a personal 
agenda. Rather, he is a contemplative 
leader who works toward consensus for the 
betterment of all Astoria citizens. Tom has 
a deep respect for all residents, city staff 
and his fellow councilors.

Tom promotes local businesses and 
smart development, while keeping Astoria 
unique and respecting its heritage. Having 
deep roots in our community, Tom knows 
that this is the time to balance development 

along the riverfront and Youngs Bay with 
the need to preserve vistas and access to 
our greatest resources.

He has a keen understanding of city 
codes, and their impact on the quality of 
life for Astorians. He has worked to mod-
ify those codes to achieve the best possible 
result for our city and its visitors. The new 
Bridge Vista Overlay Zone and Urban Core 
code changes are a great example.

In his second term, Tom will focus on 
resolving serious issues facing our commu-
nity, including the Heritage Square devel-
opment and library funding and renovation.

Brownson has done an excellent job 

for Astoria — he deserves your vote for 
another four years.

DAN STEIN
Astoria

Nasty turn

In my opinion, campaigning in local elec-
tions has taken a nasty turn. In the past, 

candidates here would focus on their own 
qualifications and plans for the office they 
sought. Now, we’re seeing attack ads.

The last campaign postcard in my mail-
box blasted the opposing candidate with 

misleading statements, scary images and 
false choices. We saw the same ugly tech-
nique earlier this year in the races for the 
Clatsop County commission. Presumably, 
all were produced by the same out-of-town 
consultant.

It’s one thing to criticize an opponent 
with factual information. It’s quite another 
to use wild supposition, innuendo and out-
of-context imagery that is intended only to 
smear.

If an office seeker can’t win based on 
the truth, they shouldn’t.

ROGER ROCKA
Astoria
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OPINION

OUR VIEW

P
residential politics can seem 
distant in our small corner of 
the Pacific Northwest.

Our focus at The Astorian is 
mainly on how policy issues before 
the city, county and state influence 
the North Coast, but the federal 
government has an important role.

The presidency has an outsized 
footprint on our national public 
life. We believe our system of gov-
ernment works best when there is 
coequal power between the White 
House, Congress and the courts.

It is unhealthy for democracy 
when too much weight is placed 
on the presidency. We should never 
expect one person to deliver hope 
and change. We should not trust 
anyone who claims, “I alone can fix 
it.”

On the North Coast, we would 
like the federal resources necessary 
to preserve the Columbia River as a 
vital shipping channel. We want the 
federal government to appreciate 
the economic value of commercial 
fishing, logging and manufacturing, 
while enforcing reasonable safe-
guards to protect our environment.

We need federal money to 
improve our highways and bridges 
to help prepare for a Cascadia Sub-
duction Zone earthquake and tsu-
nami. We want a national commit-
ment to combat climate change, 
since we are vulnerable to rising 
seas and dangerous wildfires.

We endorse Joe Biden. In our 
view, he has the potential to be more 
effective on issues critical to the 
North Coast and to the nation.

His eight years as vice president 
under President Barack Obama, and 
his 36 years representing Delaware 
in the U.S. Senate, give the Demo-
crat perspective into the nuances of 
executive and legislative power.

This experience gives Biden the 
potential ability to work with Con-
gress and produce legislation on 
topics both major political parties 
agree on, like investments in infra-
structure and workforce develop-
ment, closing gaps in mental health 
and substance abuse treatment and 
expanding access to child care and 
long-term care.

Experience

We believe Biden is prepared to 
lead the country out of the coro-
navirus pandemic. Our health and 
economic recovery depends on the 
federal government, the states and 
private industry channeling exper-
tise into action. Americans need to 
be able to trust the information com-
ing from the White House to do 
their part in reducing the spread of 
COVID-19 while vaccines or other 
solutions are developed.

One of the most consequential 
powers a president has is judicial 
nominations to the U.S. Supreme 
Court and other federal courts. 
Over time, these nominations have 
become far too politicized — as 
Biden knows from his role as chair-

man of the Senate Judiciary Com-

mittee when Anita Hill, an African 

American law professor, accused 

Clarence Thomas of sexual harass-

ment during his confirmation hear-
ing for the Supreme Court in 1991.

Like many men in positions 

of authority, Biden — who has 

expressed regret to Hill for how she 

was treated by the committee — has 

been confronted in the #MeToo era. 

While his answers have not been 

perfect, he has shown a willingness 

to evolve.

We don’t pretend Biden would 

not nominate more liberal judges, 

but we think he has a well-rounded 

view of the qualities that make a 

good judge and a respect for the 

separation of power between the 

executive and judicial branches.

The death of Justice Ruth Bader 

Ginsburg, a liberal advocate for 

equality, means the Supreme Court 

will likely shift further to the right. 

The next president could fill one 
or more Supreme Court seats, and 

more conservative judges could put 

legal protections for abortion and 

other reproductive rights, health 

care, the environment and labor at 

risk.

We recognize Biden’s limita-

tions. But he is not campaigning as 

a transformational figure or promis-
ing to radically change Washington, 

D.C. In a national crisis, we don’t 

need to chase unicorns. We can 

embrace decency and competence.

Biden’s choice of U.S. Sen. 

Kamala Harris, a former Califor-

nia attorney general, as his running 

mate, provides generational, gender 

and racial balance. Harris, who is of 

Jamaican and Indian descent, is the 

first woman of color nominated by 
a major party for vice president. She 

would bring a prosecutor’s determi-

nation and a personal understanding 

of the barriers the country still faces 

in the march to end systemic racism.

An unnecessary risk

President Donald Trump’s vic-

tory in 2016 was a surprise. Voters 

had never elevated someone with no 

experience in government service, 

elected office or the military to the 
White House.

Trump was not well-versed in 

domestic or foreign policy. His tem-

perament was not suited for the 

demands of steering the federal gov-

ernment, commanding the military 

and leading the nation on the interna-

tional stage.

While there was some appeal to 

the idea a businessman could bring 

change, Trump’s record in business 

was marred by bankruptcy, allega-

tions of fraud and a lack of transpar-

ency in his refusal to publicly disclose 

his tax returns.

We believed electing Trump was 

an unnecessary risk. We feel the same 

about his reelection.

We disagree with Trump’s poli-

tics, but do not fault the president for 

pursuing the policy agenda he cam-

paigned on: tax relief that mostly 

favored the wealthy; dismantling the 

Affordable Care Act; building a wall 

on the southern border with Mexico; 

reducing regulations on businesses.

People who oppose these policies 

should have worked harder to elect 

former U.S. Secretary of State Hil-

lary Clinton, and should be working 

harder today to elect Biden.

No one, though, should excuse 

Trump’s conduct.

Robert Mueller, the special coun-

sel, found the Russian government 

interfered with the 2016 presiden-

tial election in sweeping and system-

atic fashion on behalf of Trump. The 

investigation did not find the Trump 
campaign conspired or coordinated 

with Russia, but documented numer-

ous links with the Russian govern-

ment. Mueller did not determine 

whether the president obstructed jus-

tice during the investigation, but did 

not exonerate him.

The U.S. House, controlled by 

Democrats, voted to impeach the 

Republican for abuse of power and 

obstruction of Congress for pressur-

ing Ukraine to open an investigation 

into Biden, only the third time in his-

tory a president has been impeached.

The president’s response to the 

killing of George Floyd at the hands 

of Minneapolis police — a tragedy 

that triggered demonstrations against 

institutional racism and police brutal-

ity around the globe — has been to 

inflame tensions and exploit divisions 
for political gain.

Trump has undermined pub-

lic faith in the integrity of the federal 

government by his political interfer-

ence. His meddling has shaken the 

National Weather Service, the U.S. 

Census Bureau, the Food and Drug 

Administration, the Centers for Dis-

ease Control and Prevention, the U.S. 

Department of Homeland Security 

and — most alarmingly — the U.S. 

Department of Justice.

If we lived in better times, it would 

be easier to look at the past four years 

as a cautionary tale, an example of 

what can happen when voters suc-

cumb to their worst instincts. But 

Trump’s assault on expertise has a 

death toll: more than 200,000 Amer-

icans have died in the coronavirus 

pandemic.

From the start, the president down-

played the severity of the virus, sab-

otaged public health experts, pro-

moted questionable treatments, 

mocked masks and other precautions 

and urged states to lift restrictions too 

early.

On Friday, Trump disclosed that he 

and the first lady, Melania, had tested 
positive and would quarantine.

Vice President Mike Pence, a for-

mer Indiana governor and congress-

man, was supposed to be a calming 

influence who could help compen-

sate for Trump’s inexperience. While 

Pence has served as a troubleshooter 

during the pandemic, he has been 

unwilling to stand up for science in 

any meaningful way.

“What do you have to lose?” 

Trump asked in 2016 in an appeal to 

Black voters that really could have 

applied to all of us.

Now we know the answer.

Biden for president
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Supporters watch former Vice President Joe Biden during the final day of the Democratic National Convention in Delaware.
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