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Trump,

By JILL COLVIN
and ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
White House said Friday that
President Donald Trump had
contracted COVID-19 and
was suffering “mild symp-
toms” as the virus that has
killed more than 205,000
Americans spread to the
highest reaches of the U.S.
government.

Just a month before the
presidential election, the rev-
elation came in a Trump tweet
about 1am. after he had
returned from an afternoon
political fundraiser. He had
gone ahead, saying nothing
to the crowd though knowing
he had been exposed to an
aide with the disease that has
infected millions in America
and killed more than a mil-
lion people worldwide.

First lady Melania Trump
also tested positive, the pres-
ident said, and several others
in the White House have, too,
prompting concern that the
White House or even Trump
himself might have spread
the virus further. The Trumps’
son Barron, who lives at the
White House, tested negative.

Trump departed the White
House by helicopter early
Friday evening for Walter
Reed National Military Med-
ical Center. The White House
says that the visit is precau-
tionary and that Trump will
work from the hospital’s
presidential suite, which is
equipped to allow him to con-
tinue his official duties.

Earlier on Friday the
White House said Trump
remains “fatigued” and had
been injected with an experi-
mental antibody drug combi-
nation for the virus.

Trump has spent much
of the year downplaying the
threat of the virus, rarely
wearing a protective mask
and urging states and cities to
“reopen” and reduce or elim-
inate shutdown rules.

Both Democratic presi-
dential nominee Joe Biden
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President Donald Trump stands on stage with first lady Melania Trump after the first
presidential debate on Tuesday in Cleveland.

TRUMP’S REELECTION CAMPAIGN SAID IT
WAS PUTTING ON HOLD ALL EVENTS FEATURING
TRUMP AND MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY.

and his running mate Kamala
Harris have tested negative,
their campaign said. Vice
President Mike Pence tested
negative for the virus and
“remains in good health,” his
spokesman said.

Trump’s Supreme Court
nominee, Judge Amy Coney
Barrett, who was with him
and many others on Satur-
day and has been on Capitol
Hill meeting with lawmak-
ers, also tested negative, the
White House said.

Trump’s diagnosis was
sure to have a destabiliz-
ing effect in Washington
and around the world, rais-
ing questions about how far
the virus has spread through
the highest levels of the U.S.
government. Hours before
Trump announced he had
contracted the virus, the
White House said a top aide
who had traveled with him
during the week had tested
positive.

“Tonight, @FLOTUS and
I tested positive for COVID-

19. We will begin our quar-
antine and recovery pro-
cess immediately,” Trump
tweeted just before 1a.m.
“We will get through this
TOGETHER!”

While House chief of staff
Mark Meadows on Friday
tried to assure the public that
Trump was conducting busi-
ness as usual, even as he con-
firmed that the White House
knew Hope Hicks, the aide,
had tested positive before
Trump attended a Thursday
fundraiser in New Jersey.

“I can tell you in terms
of Hope Hicks, we discov-
ered that right as Marine One
was taking off yesterday,”
said Meadows. Several staff-
ers were pulled from the trip,
but Trump did not cancel and
there was no direct evidence

that her illness was connected
to his.”

Many White House and
senior administration offi-
cials were undergoing tests
Friday, but the full scale of
the outbreak around the pres-
ident may not be known for
some time as it can take days
for an infection to be detect-
able by a test. Officials with
the White House Medical
Unit were tracing the presi-
dent’s contacts.

Trump’s reelection cam-
paign said it was putting
on hold all events featuring
Trump and members of his
family but that Pence would
resume campaigning since he
tested negative.

Trump was last seen by
reporters returning to the
White House on Thursday
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evening and did not appear
ill. He is 74 years old and
clinically obese, putting him
at higher risk of serious com-
plications from a virus that
has infected more than 7 mil-
lion people nationwide.

The president’s physician
said in a memo that Trump
and the first lady, who is 50,
“are both well at this time.”

Trump has been trying all
year to convince the Amer-
ican public that the worst
of the pandemic is behind
them. In the best of cases, if
he develops few symptoms,
which can include fever,
cough and breathing trouble,
it will likely force him off the
campaign trail and puts his
participation in the second
presidential debate, sched-
uled for Oct. 15 in Miami, in
doubt.

Trump’s handling of the
pandemic has already been
a major flashpoint in his race
against Biden, who spent
much of the summer off the
campaign trail and at his
home in Delaware citing con-
cern about the virus. Biden
has since resumed a more
active campaign schedule,
but with small, socially dis-
tanced crowds. He also regu-
larly wears a mask in public,
something Trump mocked
him for at Tuesday night’s
debate.

“I don’t wear masks like
him,” Trump said of Biden.
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“Every time you see him,
he’s got a mask. He could be
speaking 200 feet away from
me, and he shows up with the
biggest mask I've ever seen.”

In a tweet Friday morning,
Biden said he and his wife
“send our thoughts to Pres-
ident Trump and First Lady
Melania Trump for a swift
recovery. We will continue
to pray for the health and
safety of the president and his
family.”

World leaders offered the
president and first family
their best wishes after their
diagnosis, as governments
used their case as a reminder
for their citizens to wear
masks and practice social dis-
tancing measures.

Trump is far from the first
world leader to test posi-
tive for the virus, which pre-
viously infected Brazilian
President Jair Bolsonaro and
British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson, who spent a week in
the hospital, including three
nights in intensive care. For-
mer Italian Prime Minister
Silvio Berlusconi was hospi-
talized last month while fight-
ing what he called a “hellish”
case of COVID-19.

Trump’s  announcement
came hours after he con-
firmed that Hicks, one of
his most trusted and lon-
gest-serving aides, had been
diagnosed with the virus
Thursday.
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