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for most of the workers . The 
Astoria Planning Commis-
sion approved the project, 
but 13 neighbors appealed 
to the   City Council, which 
was scheduled to discuss the 
issue Oct. 19.

Pacifi c Seafood could 
not immediately be reached 
for comment. The Clacka-
mas-based company  previ-
ously  received approval from 
Warrenton to convert part of 
a machine shop in Hammond 
into a 70-bed dormitory.

Megan Leatherman, Asto-
ria’s community develop-
ment director, said the com-
pany didn’t provide a reason 
for pulling out of Astoria 
Pointe. “It was literally an 
email that just said, ‘We’re 
withdrawing our applica-
tion,’” she  said.

Pacifi c Seafood has been 
responding to a coronavirus 
outbreak among  95 workers 
at the Warrenton plant, the 
largest workplace outbreak 
in Clatsop County during the 
pandemic . Many  of the pos-
itive cases, according to the 
company, were tied to Labor 
Day social activities among 
seasonal workers living at a 
hotel .

Neighbors around Astoria 
Pointe expressed relief that 
 the dormitory project was 
going away.

David Gasser, who has 
lived just east of Astoria 
Pointe since 2001, said there 
was no way to make a large 
dormitory work in a neigh-
borhood of single-family 
homes amid narrow, hilly 
streets with no sidewalks. 
The property hosted a nurs-
ing home when he moved 
in before a Memphis, Ten-
nessee, couple  started a drug 
rehab center there in 2005.

“The nursing home was 
appropriate,” Gasser said. 
“And to be honest, a drug 
and alcohol facility was a 
challenging neighbor. But 
… the pluses are signifi -
cant. People are trying to get 
clean and sober, and we’re 
hiring people in our area to 
help them. That didn’t seem 
inappropriate.”

Gasser said he hopes the 
building returns to one of its 
two previous uses.

William Dooner, a recov-
ering alcoholic who with 
his wife, Ellie, opened sev-
eral drug treatment cen-
ters around the country, 
died in 2017 from cancer. 
Ellie Dooner said he had 
fi rst seen Astoria Pointe, 
then vacant after closing as 
a nursing home, from the 
Columbia River while fi sh-
ing for salmon with a friend 
from Alcoholics Anony-
mous. Her husband, having 
been homeless in his youth 
and struggling  with alcohol-
ism, showed a lot of empa-
thy toward people in recov-
ery, she said.

“My husband was so com-
passionate toward the recov-
ering alcoholic, because, he 
said, ‘I saw myself in every 
single person,’” she said. 
“And he said, ‘I know the 
pain.’”

After hearing from the 
friend about the need for 
local long-term drug treat-
ment , William Dooner went 
up to the building, found a 
phone number and inquired 
about buying it. The couple 
funded Astoria Pointe, hiring 
local managers and a staff to 
operate the facility.

They later hired Sunspire 
Health, which operated the 
center until leaving without 
explanation in 2018. Part of 
Sunspire’s challenge  was the 
lack of support from insur-
ance companies to pay for 
high-quality providers and 
the long-term treatment nec-
essary to prevent relapse, 
Ellie Dooner said.

Ellie Dooner had a con-
tract with Pacifi c Seafood at 
Astoria Pointe until Novem-
ber while the company tried 
to get approval for the dormi-
tories. She said there could be 
another nursing home opera-
tor interested in the property.

She recently sold the 
Rosebriar, a former bed-
and-breakfast on 14th Street 
the couple had bought and 
opened in 2009 as a wom-
en’s-only treatment  facil-
ity, and hopes to ultimately 
sell Astoria Pointe and other 
holdings around the country 
to fi nance her late husband’s 
dream of an opioid recovery 
center on a farm she owns in 
Memphis.

“I don’t know how to run 
it,” she said of recovery cen-
ters. “I just have dreams and 
ideas, and this is what Bill 
Dooner wanted to do with 
the piece of property we have 
here in Memphis.”
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“Additionally, local stu-
dents are affected because 
the outbreak has caused the 
school district to revert to 
remote rather than in-per-
son learning. Statewide, the 
Latinx community has been 
disproportionately affected 
by COVID -19 and they are 
likely overrepresented in this 
outbreak as well.

“The public needs and 
deserves to know what the 
State of Oregon and Pacifi c 
Seafood are doing to protect 
the health of our community, 
now and in the future.

“These are challenging 
times for those in public ser-
vice, but our work has never 
been more important.”

Jonathan Modie, a 
spokesman for the Ore-
gon Health Authority, said 
in an email that “OHA’s 
utmost concern is for the 
health and safety of work-
ers at food processing work-
places such as Pacifi c Sea-
food, where the COVID-19 
virus can spread rapidly, and 
collaborating with local pub-
lic health authorities and 
employers to protect other 
workers and community 
members who may not yet 
be infected.

“OHA is always inter-
ested in taking part in oppor-
tunities, such as a virtual 
community meeting orga-
nized by Congresswoman 
Bonamici, to communi-
cate to people in Oregon 
about the state’s response to 
COVID-19 outbreaks and 
hear concerns from mem-
bers of the community.”

Phased reopening
Bill Hueffner, the senior 

director of marketing and 
development at Pacifi c Sea-
food, said operations at the 
plant were suspended last 
week to facilitate testing. He 
said a phased reopening of 
the plant began Wednesday 
with the support of the health 
authority.

“We will continue to 

scale operations back up 
over the course of the next 
several weeks as workers 
who are currently observ-
ing quarantine periods are 
cleared to return to work,” 
Hueffner said in an email.

The Oregon Health 
Authority, in a weekly report 
on workplace outbreaks, put 
the outbreak at Pacifi c Sea-
food at 86 cases. Cowlitz 
County in Washington state 
said nine virus cases there 
were tied to Pacifi c Seafood.

Bonamici told The Asto-
rian that when she saw the 
news about a major work-
place outbreak  she reached 
out to elected and commu-
nity leaders, and it was clear 
 they did not have enough 
information .

“This is a small, tight-
knit community with lim-
ited health care capacity,” 
the congresswoman said 
in a statement. “A virtual 
community meeting would 
help provide transparency 
and answer the questions of 
community members.”

Warrenton Mayor Henry 
Balensifer said in a Face-
book post that he hopes the 
congresswoman can force 
the state to answer questions 
about the impacts of the out-
break on schools and the 
county’s phased reopening 
status.

“What does the state give 
local offi cials?” the mayor 
said. “The sound of silence.”

County Commissioner 
Mark Kujala, who rep-
resents Warrenton, said that 
when Bonamici’s offi ce 
reached out to him he shared 
concerns about the  P ub-
lic H ealth D epartment not 
receiving information in a 
timely manner.

“The county health 
department needs to be able 
to do their job,” Kujala said.

“They need to have as 
much information as possi-
ble. And right now, because 
it’s going through OHA and 
it’s going through Clacka-
mas, which is (Pacifi c Sea-
food’s ) headquarters, things 

get delayed and you don’t 
always get a full and com-
plete picture when you want 
it.

“We’re only concerned 
about the employees and the 
community, and that’s fi rst 
and foremost in our minds. 
So we need to be able to 
ensure that we’re getting as 
much information as pos-
sible and as soon as possi-
ble to be able to go out into 
the community and do the 
work that needs to be done 
for contact tracing, for wrap-
around services for folks in 
quarantine.

“As has been witnessed 
(with Bornstein Seafoods) 
and Da Yang, those were 
handled differently. And this 
is an OHA investigation and 
they’re in charge of handling 
health of the community 
in this regard and county is 
there to assist.”

Early worries
Kujala said the county 

and state talked a couple of 
weeks ago about the poten-
tial for an outbreak after 
a Pacifi c Seafood worker 
tested positive for the virus 
in early September. He said 
the county is not privy to 
what has taken place since 
that time .

“This has been an OHA 
investigation over the last 
couple of weeks that resulted 
in these cases,” he said.

The Astorian, using 
emails and other docu-
ments obtained through the 
state’s public records law, 
has reported on the tension 
between the county and 
Pacifi c Seafood since a coro-
navirus outbreak at the War-
renton plant in May. The 
fi rst outbreak involved 15 
cases — 11 workers and four 
contacts.

The county has wanted 
workers potentially exposed 
to the virus to quarantine, 
records show, while the sea-
food processor has argued 
that asymptomatic workers 
who test negative should be 
able to continue working.
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Pacifi c Seafood has withdrawn a plan for worker housing at Astoria Pointe, a former drug 

treatment center.
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OREGON CAPITAL

INSIDER
Get the inside 
scoop on state 
government 
and politics!

Tired of staying at home? Here is a safe and 
fun “stay-in-your car” driving tour of the 
outside of homes decorated for the fall. Due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic this event will take 
the place of our annual Home and Chef Tour. 
There will be a trivia contest and scavenger 
hunt with prizes, that can all be done from the 
safety of your car. We need your support more 
than ever, so please come enjoy this wonderful 
“safe” event.

Purchase Tickets at the Starting Point 725 
Niagara, Astoria, on our Facebook Page

and on our web page:
www.assistanceleaguecp.org

then Click “Ticket” Button

Tickets are $10 for adults - Kids under 18 are 
free!  Prizes for Every Child!  Prize Drawings 
for Adults & Refreshments!!

Mission Statement:  Assistance League  
volunteers transform the lives of children 
through community programs.

TRANSFORMING LIVES - STRENGTHENING COMMUNITY

the Columbia Pacific

Assistance League of the Columbia Pacific’s Philanthropic Programs:
Operation School Bell • Duffel Bag Program • Cinderella’s Closet

School Sponsored Activities Scholarship Program

October 10th, 2020 11AM to 3PM

SPONSORED IN PART BY:

All Rents Include: Electricity · Garbage · Water

EMERALD
HEIGHTS

APARTMENTS
Astoria, OR

SOME NEWLY REMODELED 
NEW APPLIANCES, NEW LIGHTS

NEW CARPET/VINYL FLOOR
NEW BATHROOM VANITIES & MIRRORS

2-BEDROOM APARTMENTS

Email: emeraldheights@charter.net
or visit our website: emeraldheightsapartments.com

We Care About Our Community!
If we all do a little, we can all help 

curb the pandemic together!

Please wear masks, follow social 
distancing guidelines, and wash your 

hands frequently.

EQUAL  HOUSING

O P P O R T U N I T Y

AN AFFORDABLE PLACE TO CALL HOME

Monday - Friday 9-5
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

For more information call:

503-325-8221

Small and Large Unfurnished 2 Bedroom Units

Now Available!
*prequalification required

The Henderson family would like to thank 

everyone that sent cards, flowers and 

expressions of sympathy...  Your support in 

this difficult time is very much appreciated 

and a great comfort to all of us.


