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 This week marks the fi fth entry in Coast 
Weekend’s fi ction writing contest. To partici-
pate, send in a short story, no longer than 250 
words, to aevans@dailyastorian.com. Entries 
can be continuations of published prompts 
or new works of fi ction. This week’s edi-
tion shifts from focusing on Astoria’s past to 
a more modern tale. Here is “Internet Boy 
Meets Online Girl,” by Jan Bono, of Long 

Beach, Washington.

‘Internet Boy Meets Online Girl’
“You can’t make this stuff up,” I said to 

myself as I mentally gave my forehead a 
good hard head slap. “Did you really think 
you’d fi nd love on an internet dating site?”

His profi le said he was 47, fi nancially 
secure  and owned his own business. The 
photo showed him in a suit and tie, standing 
next to a sleek black Tesla.

The man who emerged from the vehi-
cle might be 47, but the suit was long gone. 
Instead, he wore faded jeans with thread-
bare knees  and his t-shirt read, “I got Crabs in 
Long Beach.”

I nearly bit my lower lip in half when he 

wiped his right palm on his grimy jeans, and 
stuck out his hand. “I’m Earl,” he said.

I reluctantly shook his hand and nodded. 
“Earl the Sqwearl,” I replied. “That’s the 
name you put on your profi le.”

He grinned ear to ear, showing less 
than a full complement of teeth. “You 
remembered!”

I retrieved my hand and nodded again, this 
time toward his vehicle. “Is your Tesla in the 

shop today?”
Earl turned to look back at his battered 

pick up. The color on the front fender on 
the driver’s side didn’t match the rest of the 
truck, and the passenger door was held on 
with what appeared to be camo-colored duct 
tape. He shrugged. “I’m a handyman. I don’t 
need no fancy car.”

Apparently, he didn’t need no fancy girl-
friend, neither.
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‘Internet Boy Meets Online Girl’ 

YOUR #1 PREMIER CANNABIS RETAILER

LARGEST SELECTION
FRIENDLY & KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF

ELITE PRODUCTS

Ilwaco 
(8am - 10pm)
360-261-7200

133 Howerton Ave

Cathlamet
(8am - 10pm)
360-849-4504

327 WA-4

Kelso
(8am - 12am)
360-636-0420

820A West Side Hwy

Longview 
(8am - 12am)
360-703-3229
971 14th Ave

WARNING: This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. There may be health risks
associated with the consumption of this product. For use only by adults 21 and over. Keep out of reach of children.  Marijuana can

 impair concentration, coordination, and judgement. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. 

–– For Washington Residents ––


